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Fight preventable lire with 
common sense 


RECOGNITION 


HE Insurance Company of North America has won recognition 

among property owners and business interests on the strength of 
its unbroken record of dependability and fair dealing—a record of 135 
years’ standing. Insurance agents and brokers find their recommenda- 
tions most acceptable to clients when they specify the protection offered 
by this oldest American fire and marine insurance company. 


Insurance Company of 
North America 


PHILADELPHIA 
and the 


Indemnity Ins. Co. of North America 


write practically every form of insurance except life 
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USE and OCCUPANCY INSURANCE 


IRE may mean failure to the average manufacturer or mer 

chant because his capital is invested in operating the business, 
and when the fire comes, he cannot meet the necessary running 
expenses. 














Fire Insurance will pay for rebuilding the plant itself but 
additional ready money is needed to meet the financial obligations 
until the business can be put on a paying basis. 


Use and Occupancy Insurance furnishes capital to pay the 
necessary expense that must continue and the profit that would 
have been made. 

Use and Occupanc ‘ . ; , 
Insurance ochammnds Agents can be of service to clients and prospects if they 
property. suggest Use and Occupancy Insurance as a protector of business 
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INSURANC SOCIATION 
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 
January First, Nineteen Twenty-seven 
CAPITAL STOCE . e ° ° ° - $2,000,000 00 
NET SURPLUS . . e ° s ° . 2,547,189 60 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums . . . 5,182,197 70 
Reserve for Losses in Process of Adjustment 964,052 Oo 
Reserve for Taxes . . =. . . ° 150,000 00 
Reserve for all other Claims > se . . 23,029 40 
TOTAL ASSETS e . e - $10,866,468 70 
NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO | 
MINNEAPOLIS RICHMOND | 
| 
| 
INSURANCE 
| 
FIRE LIABILITY MARINE | 
164 W. Jackson Boulevard, Chicago 
LONDON SEATTLE PORTLAND 
WINNIPEG DETROIT tc pie “my 
PITTSBURGH CLEVELAND 





























THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


































A Record of 2s 
Obligations Fairly Met YZ 
Some Great Conflagrations which The Hanover 
had a Share in Repairing the Loss ia 
Losses Paid by 


Where. When. the Hanover. 
PNG, BOO, 6 cccrcccvesvcnsdéencsecee 1866 $ 27,074.12 
Chicago, PED cccceccesccceseneeseeee 1871 260,821.60 
Boston, Massachusetts................05- 1872 252,772.19 
Paras, Werth DORGR....cccccccccsccccess 1893 50,200.07 
Jacksonville, Florida..............seeeee-+ 1908 87.977.60 
POR, TER FOFGM ccc ccccccccovveses 1902 59. 188.80 
Baltimore, Maryland ieanoudececcas Se 363,385.41 
San Francisco, California...........+.+++ 1906 1.376,542.54 
Chelsea, Massachusetts.... daensacgonms 1908 232,436.26 


Total Net Losses Paid Since Organization $63,994,654 to Jan. 1, 1927 


THE HANOVER. FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANYSN6isoré 


Charles W. Higley, President 


NEW YORK CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 
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Over a Century of Faithful Service 


NEWARK 


Fire Insurance Company 
Newark, New Jersey 


A Permanent and Progressive Company 


T. L. FARQUHAR 
President 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
Chicago 


ELWIN W. LAW 
General Manager 
W. L. Lerch 
Deputy General Manager 


H. L. Dalton Horace W. Boyd 
Ass’t General Manager Manager 


A company which is truly appreciative of 
the efforts of its agents and extends help 
to them in every way. 


Established 1811 


Cc. E. TITSWORTH 
Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
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Proven 
! Dep endability | 


HE Philadelphia Fire and Marine Insur- 
"Tiance Company has justified its reputation 

for dependability by satisfactory adjust- 
ment on every claim. 

It has justified its prestige among insurance 
agents by wholly satisfactory service on every 
policy written. 

Its comprehensive and dependable service to 
both policyholders and representatives makes 
this a good company to represent. 


PHILADELPHIA 
FIRE and MARINE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


1600 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
209 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 
200 Bush Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
8th Floor, Hurt Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 














FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


MARYLAND 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


95 MAIDEN LANE 


NEW YORK 
ASSETS 
Bonds and Stocks (Actual market value December 31, 

_ ees ni sediacibachasianewes akin odie 915,566.00 
i ee SU SP OI inn ssc00ssnecsenseseeseseee 1,092,005.76 
Premiums in course of collection........cccccccccccccece 179,007.93 
EE EE Sones oa nncurastukasecadchadbedseconscSesasen 7,105.17 

$2,193,684.86 
LIABILITIES 
Unearned Premiium ....cccccscececs htc aien ache etal $253,552.23 
LOGRED Gh BIGCERE GE CEI oie cccccccccscccctccssce 55,739.00 
Mmeeerve Sor tames SOE GENSE DEMS... .cccccccccccccctccdces 20,700.00 
. $329,991.23 
PD 43.5 veddsauausabmoresauvaeaade $ 750,000. 
oy. EES EER TERRE ene 1,113,693.63 
I IONS onc 0 sinnnec0snndeccecacesce 1,863,693.68 
$2,193,684.86 
1925 1927 
De ERS ciicdaewnesanea Peron anind $ 292,811.52 520,663.99 
DT scnciucasnidnihanaiacodebaseadune ,048,263.38 2,193,684.86 
ERED Sotaccscesescescacssgecsccores 273,265.18 329,991.23 
SEEN cde Shins édd cick adie caeua cakes a 500,000.00 750,000.00 
EE Watakeonsatecssuseuadd cas casbaws 274, 998.20 1,113,693.63 


This Company a and Operated 
t 
NIAGARA FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORE 
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NEWHAMPSHIRE FIRE§ INSURANCE COMPANY 
MANCHESTER, N.H. 
Fifty-Seventh Progressive Annual Statement, January 1, 1927 
ASSETS LIABILITIES 
I a venir aden ee eee $ 2,679,000.00 MNO no ctindacunicdiaks <eesneevennxeed $ 2,500,000.00 
Dominion of Canada Bonds.............+-+++-. 82,150.00 Unearned Premium Reserve................... 5,879,442.72 
eg ED Rd Fer ee ee er ee 267 ,500.00 


Municipal and other Bonds and Stocks and 

Mortgage Loans 
PE TIO on oc a cc ccccccctnsccsuessceece 
Accounts Receivable 
Cash in Banks 








9,038,249.52 
878,839.69 
118,344.19 
615,702.37 


$13,679,785.77 





Policyholders’ Surplus 


~~ 
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767,311.82 


SE WW eminadsd.iwsaxcusadavdnsacedesseéuces 257,500.00 
Reserve for Dividends declared and unpaid...... 90,444.00 
Net Surplus 4,185,087.23 








$13,679, 
- $6,685,087.23 


$934,350.67 
259,473.64 
448,292.22 

















THE DRUNKEN HERCULES 


The Original of this famous picture, .0st for one 
aletavebacte Mucrt aM etehum celetele ms tell BicuyelsoMelemaets private 


Na atace) as Cehacttae Gletcare) ater.b <e) oh 


Is It Insured ? 


PAINTINGS, STATUARY. WORAS OF ART. ETC. 
Insured against’All Risks” Including breakage, 
wherever such property may be located. 


A.F. SHAW & COMPANY 


80 Maiden Lane 

New York City 

General Agents - 
> 


Insurance Exc hang: 
Chic ago iil 


‘All Risks” Department 


Fire & Marine Insurance Co. 








CASH CAPITAL, $500,000.00 


THE EAST and WEST WILL FILL THAT PLACE 


In a good many insurance offices there is a definitely felt 
need for a strongly backed, progressive, fire company to 
take care of the increased volume of the growing agency. 


The East and West is such a company, sponsored by the 
old reliable Security Insurance Company of New Haven 
which has an enviable record dating back to 1841. The 
East and West is a strong, growing company writing Fire, 
Lightning, Tornado and Automobile insurance, the kind of 
Company you will be glad to have in your agency. 


Owned by and under the Management of 
Security Insurance Company 'of New Haven 


Western Department 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 
Walter D. Williams, Manager 
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“AMERICA FORE" 





Item Four 





NEW YORK CHICAGO MONTREAL 






























Consider the call of the wild! 


How one by one it beckons the residents 
of your community to the camper’s trail; to 
the woods, the hills, the mountains; to the 
sea—anywhere and everywhere to a vaca- 
tion away from regular routine and worry. 


A special opportunity to sell Personal 
Effects policies has arrived. Tell your pros- 
pects that while this policy is particularly 
desirable during the vacation season, the 
protection it affords is an all the year round 
necessity to safeguard their personal effects 
whenever and wherever they are away from 
home. 


The moderate premium reduces sales re- 
sistance to a minimum. Send copies of the 
First American pamphlet “Your Personal 
Effects” to your mailing list. Follow these 
up. You will hold the good-will of clients 
and gain new friends with this added in- 
terest in their personal welfare. 


FIRST AMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


EIGHTY MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 


CRNCST STURM Cannmen oF mt Bene, 
PALL LMAID, Pacnouer 


‘CASH CAPITAL — ONE MILLION DOLLARS 








SAN FRANCISCO 
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|| BULKLEY MADE HEAD 


NATIONAL CASUALTY TO | 
ENTER GENERAL FIELD | 


|| 
To Write All acai and Surety | 


Lines in Affiliation With National 
Fire, Continental Casualty 


LITTLE PROSPECT § SEEN FOR ONE FIRE 


| COMPANY ORGANIZATION IN THE WEST 


NEW YOR June 
pervisory organization to replace the 
Western Union and Western Insurance 


1—Is one su- | 


organization. There 
powerful compan 
ern Union that 


were sO many 
ies outside of the East- 


they were able to cause 


OF NATIONAL BOARD 


to Succeed Wilfred 
Kurth at Annual 


Is Chosen 


Meeting 


| Bureau and to be operated along lines | that organization considerable trouble. 
| similar to those followed by the newly |In fact, the Eastern Union was not as 
|formed Eastern Underwriters Associa- | really able to control the situation in 
ADD TO CAPITAL, SURPLUS | tion and organized in the near future’ | its territory in anything like the man- WILL CONTINUE POLICIES 
}In the east there is considerable differ- | ner that the Western Union has pur- ——_- 
. ; ence of opinion over this question. A | sued in its territory. " , 
General Offices for Casualty Business in |. :mber of executives here whose com- Newly Elected Officers Are in Full 


Chicago—Smith, Alexander, Bell and 
Behrens Become Directors 


panies are affiliated with both the West- 


ern Union and Western Insurance Bu- 


Say Separation Fight Is Over 


The line of argument followed by 


Sympathy With Progressive Ideas 
of Preceding Administration 





|reau feel that within the next few years | Western Union company executives is 

|}one organization will supplant, in the that the separation fight in the west is ieee 
DETROIT June 1—President W. G | west, the two that are now operating. over, the Union companies are in their NEW YORK, Jun Assurance 
— : > - *iati F ONG . own agencies and the Bureau companies , : ' 
Curtis announces that arrangements | Eastern Association an Example n Hs anes - ‘ t Bureau cc ‘aiehen that certain major reforms in the con- 

: TY eae caper eae ee heirs, and there is no friction ; 

have been completed whereby the Na- _ The views of eastern perme. | es or disturbance to be observed at this | GUSt OF tne ! nsurance usiness 
: . . . cials holding this opinion are undoubt- | ** *%* — , . _ _ tit i s , 
tio asualty will broaden its charter 5 : Baie gr — f- ean 2 aa this . oughout the ed States, strongly 
tional Casualt; : ve .|edly colored by the organization of the | !me. In tact, there is less than there re a a 
powers so as to permit the writing oi Eastern Underwriters Association. That | has been for many, many years. Thej| seled by Wilfred Kurth on his re- 
all classes of casualty and surety busi-| jis, this association is close at hand. It | two supervisory organizations are work- | election to the presidency he Na- 


ness. These arrangements include the 


| has recently 


been organized s+ is ap- 


ling in harmony, 


they are acting in uni- 


enlargement of the financial structure | parently to be a success. To be sure, |son on all of the important issues that 
5 iain ae ae }it has not commenced to function fully, | arise, and as a result Western Union 
of the corporation so that on the com-/}14 most eastern officials are full of | territory is being supervised in a way 


pletion of the proposed refinancing and 
prior to the beginning of the transac- 
tion of the new lines the National Cas- 
ualty will have paid in capital stock of 
$750,000 and in addition surplus and vol- 


optimism as to what it is going to ac- 


| complish in what was formerly eastern 


territory. What the Eastern Under- 
writers Association is going to do, or 
at least what its most optimistic spon- 
it to do can, it is argued, 


| that is highly satisfactory to both Union 


and Bureau companies. This being the 
the Western Union company man- 
agers ask why so favorable a situation 
should be upset and torn apart for the 


case, 


untary contingent reserve in excess of | SOFS expect 1 C gued, | purpose of forming one organization 
$1,000,000. also be duplicated in the west. Thus | when as yet it has not been satisfac- | 
the line of argument runs among many torily demonstrated to them that there | 


Close Relations With Two Companies 


company officials here who have com- 


is any need 


; y for one organization. 
By reason of the existing relations | mented upon the western situation. 
between the National Fire of Hartford ‘ns oe ee eae 
and the Continental Casualty of Chi- enimeen t& eum Weer The concensus of opinion among | 
cago, including investments of both of western managers is that while ulti- | 
these companies and those closely iden- No such opinions are held in the | mately there may be one organization 
tified with them (some of them of long | west, however, at least among Western | jn the west. and very likely will be, the | 
standing) in the enlarged National Cas-| Union company managers. Almost | time is by no means ripe for it. In other | 
ualty, President H. A. Smith of the Na-| without exception they are solidly | words, there is no immediate prospect 
tional Fire, President H. G. B. Alex-| against the idea of abandoning the | of an amalgamation. It may come with- 


ander of the Continental Casualty, 
Western Manager G. H. Bell of the Na- 
tional Fire and Vice-president H. A. 
Behrens of the Continental Casualty 
have become members of the board of 
directors of the National Casualty. 


Working Alliance Plan Favored 


This close working arrangement be- 
National 


Western Union and forming one organ- 
ization to be composed of companies 
now belonging to both the Union and 
the Western Insurance Bureau. They 
emphatically turned down the recent ap- 
peal of Crum & Forster to the effect 
that one company in that group be per- 
mitted to go into Union agencies which 
had formerly represented the Union of 


in five years or may not. 


The com- | 


panies that were active in the separation | 


movement are not desirous of going 
through the same process again, which 
very likely they would be compelled to 
do if there were a new company align- 
ment. While there are company execu- 
tives in the east that feel one organiza- 
tion would much more effectively and 





GEORGE G. BULKLEY 
New President National Board 


_— a ree, mae Canton, the understanding to be that | economically serve the business, it is | tional Board in 1926 and initiated during 
ire and Continental Casualty follows |in such agencies the Crum & Forster tisie they will { he fume 5 ; es Se eee see , ea 
dosely upon the heels of the announce- ; : not likely they will force the issue at 1e succeeding 12 months of his ad 

y upon the heels of the ounc company would not pay more than the | this time ministration, will be prosecuted to suc- 
ment that the America Fore companies | Union scale of commissions. In fact, . ministration, prosect t 


and the Fidelity & Casualty of New 


this suggestion of the Crum & Forster | Some Companies Would Welcome Change | ©¢ssiul accomplishment was afforded by 
York have effected a working arrange- roup is responsi iscussion ‘ : | the complete approval voiced by mem- 
group responsible for the discussio S he 1 West I 1 PI ; 
m rer ¢ ¢ . Some of the large estern Insur- | , 
og baal coneegen beg od nature. — of the possibility of the formation of ance Bureau commie undoubtedly | bets the organization at their annual 
co ae SO Bese Taet SOne one organization in the west that has rould wel ; ra "| meeting held in this city last Thursday, 
mpanies do not desire to organize and would welcome an opportunity to en- * 


put into the field an entirely new cas- 
ualty company as a running mate, but 
instead prefer to purchase an established 


sprung up both in Chicago and New 
York. 


Say Situation Is Different 


large the scope of their operations by | 


having the liberty of entering agencies 
from which they are now debarred. The 


and through their unanimous election of 
George G. Bulkley, president of the 
Springfield Fire & Marine, and chairman 


casualty company or to perfect a work- The Chicago managers of Union com- | success of the companies in gathering | 0! the executive committee of the Na- 
ing alliance with interlocking director- | panies who have been discussing this | together a formidable membership in tional Board for the past year, as Mr. 
ates. Similarly some casualty com- | question among themselves take the po- | the Southeastern Underwriters Associa- | \urths successor 

panies seem to prefer the working ar- | sition that in Western Union territory | tion followed by an equally successful | @ther Officers Miected 
rangement to the outright purchase. of | there is not a situation comparable to | movement in regard to the Eastern | 

a fire company or the organization of | the one which existed in the east prior Underwriters Association undoubtedly At the same time James Wyper, vice- 
a new fire company. to the formation of the Eastern Under- | stimulated interest in the possibility of | president of the Hartford Fire, was 


Handle Accident Business from Detroit 


writers Association. They point out 


a national association policy whereby 


chosen vice-president of the body; C. G. 


aes that in the east many strong companies | throughout all the country a company | Smith, president of the Great American, 

The National Casualty has always | were not members of the Eastern Union. | would be known as either an association | treasurer and Sumner Ballard, president 

written accident and health insurance | There was no competitive organization | or non-association company. The com- | of the International, reelected secretary. 

exclusively and last year wrote net pre- prior to the organization of the East- | pany managers feel that ultimately this | New members of the executive com- 

miums of $1,429,065. Its Dec. 31, 1926,|ern Underwriters Association. Com- | will be the case. So far as the central | mittee elected to replace those whose 

statement showed capital, $200,000; sur- | panies either belonged to the Eastern | west is concerned, there would be much term had expired, were: C. A. Notting- 
Plus to policyholders, $430,583; un-| Union or they did not belong to any 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 35) 





organization, for there was no other 





opposition to the single organization at 
this time. 


| 


ham, eastern manager Liverpool & Lon- 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 44) 
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ASSIGNMENT OF LOSSES 
BY AGENTS IS CONDEMNED 


RESULTS IN OVER-PAYMENT 





Harvey W. Russ in New York Address 
Pleads for Removal of Pressure 
From Adjusters 





Harvey W. Russ, assistant general 
manager of the General Adjustment Bu- 
reau, in an address at the meeting of the 
New York State Association of Local 
Agents last week, said that the greatest 
obstacle with which the bureau adjuster 
has to contend is the attitude of a certain 
class of agents, who, realizing that the 
adjusters are expected to handle claims 
on their merits, prefer that bureau ad- 
justers be not assigned to care for the 
losses of their agencies. He said that 
the percentage of agents who dictate to 
the company how their losses shall be 
handled is gradually increasing. 


Wants Freedom for Adjusters 


Mr. Russ declared from long experi- 
ence that the one thing which has done 
most to cause evil practices to creep into 
the adjustment of losses is the fact that 
some of the local agents have been as- 
signing adjustments. He said that many 
independent adjusters are continually ap- 
proaching their task not with the sole 
idea of arriving at the amount of loss 
under the policy contract conditions but 
rather with the sole desire of closing the 
matter without friction and in the least 
possible time regardless of the amount 
paid. The result is that losses are over- 
paid and coinsurance requirements are 
overlooked and many times contract 
conditions are ignored. He said that the 
great majority of independent adjusters 
are able and honest, and were they en- 
tirely free from agency influence, ob- 
taining their assignments directly from 
the companies, they would then give the 
companies the sort of service for which 
the latter are paving. He recommended 
plain talk, such as calling a spade a 
spade and a false adjuster a Santa Claus, 
followed by refusal to use him. 

Mr. Russ urged the agents to refrain 
from assigning or attempting to influ- 
ence the assignment of loss adjustments. 
He advised them to refer the loss to the 
company’s field man, permitting him to 
assign losses as he sees best. He asked 
for and constructive crit- 
icism from the agents in the work of the 
adjustment bureau for the betterment of 
the insurance business 2s a whole. Mr. 
Russ stated that the question of rates 
has been subject to state supervision in 
many places for some time while the 
question of acquisition costs has received 
much talk and the commissioners have 
taken a positive stand on the commission 
question. He declared that sooner or 
later the question of overpayment of 
losses to the favored policyholder, unless 
remedied through voluntary efforts of 
the agent, must result in radical changes 
in the conduct of the business. 


ce OpE rati nm 





Consider Boston Commissions 


Consideration of the plan of the Bos- 
ton committee of the Eastern Under- 
writers Association for regulating com- 
missions and underwriting practices in 
that city, will be given at a joint session 
of the committee and representatives of 
the Boston Board in the course of the 
next two weeks. 


Would Bar Shingle Roofs 


HARTFORD, June 1.—The Hartford 


Chamber of Commerce, through its fire 
prevention committee of which G. Bur- 
gess Fisher, a leading insurance agent 
of the city, is chairman, ha scome out 
squarely in favor of barring the dan- 
gerous wood shingle roof from all new 
buildings within the corporate limits. 


In a communication on 
dressed to Building Supervisor Mason, 
Mr. Fisher points out that of the 21 
known causes of fires, sparks on roofs 
rank seventh in importance, being 
charged with responsibility for an an- 
nual loss of $15,000,000. 


the subject ad- 


SUPERINTENDENT JULIAN 
STRESSES VARIOUS DUTIES 


FUNCTIONS OF DEPARTMENTS 


In Address to Fire Insurance General 
Agents, Alabama Official Tells of 
Many Opportunities 


Superintendent Frank N. Julian of 
Alabama was one of the speakers at the 
Fire Insurance General Agents Associa- 
tion meeting at Hot Springs, Ark., last 
week. Commissioner Julian talked on 
some aspects of cooperation between de- 
partment officials and general agents. 
He declared that one of the most impor- 
tant duties of the department is so to in- 
form the public that the public may 
recognize the fact that the institution 
of insurance is the great stabilizer of 
business. The public should recognize 
that insurance companies are mere 
agencies and that contributions made by 
the public are for the purpose of provid- 
ing for not only losses to the business 


world but in a measure ‘to prevent 
greater misfortunes following these 
losses. 


Act as Buffers 


Superintendent Julian declared that 
commissioners have some duties that are 
self-imposed. For instance, a properly 
functioning department can be of vast 
service to the public and to the insurer 
by pointing out to legislatures the proper 
enactment of bills and by using the influ- 
ence of the department to prevent bur- 
densome and unfair legislation aimed at 
insurance generally. Most insurance de- 
partments are called upon for advice fre- 
quently and they often act as buffers be- 
tween the ill-advised legislature and the 
public. 

Advocates Agency System 


Superintendent Julian declared that he 
is a strong advocate of the American 
agency system. He said that it is be- 
coming one of the outstanding profes- 
sions. He said that agency qualification 





of 
laws have become necessary because of 


abuses that have crept into the insur- 


ance system and because some years ago 


the greed for volume caused the ap- 
pointment of agents who should not 
have been appointed. He said that 


qualification laws are a distinct 
asset to the business rather than a bur- 
den, for it is only through some statu- 
tory enactment that the activities of 
agents may be regulated, scrutinized or 
supervised. Qualification laws give tone 
to the agency personnel, for where these 
laws are properly drafted and properly 
enforced, no one need apologize for 
being classed as an insurance agent. Mr. 
Julian also discussed other problems 
facing the business, such as the evil in- 
volved in the extension of credit to as- 


agency 


HILLAS TELLS BENEFITS 
OF THE RECENT DEAL 


WILL ADD TO THE SERVICE 

President of Fidelity & Casualty Com- 

ments on Arrangement With the 
Important America Fore Group 


NEW YORK, June 1.—In advising 


resident and general agents of the 
Fidelity & Casualty concerning the 
arrangement recently effected by the 


company with the American Fore group, 
President R. J. Hillas says in part: 
“This will permit the issuance of a 
single automobile policy providing in- 
surance against personal liability and 
property damage, also plate glass break- 
age in the Fidelity & Casualty, and 
fire, theft, collision and tornado insur- 
ance in one of the America Fore group,” 
adding his opinion that the existing 
plan will ultimately result in giving to 
agents of the interested offices “un- 
surpassed facilities for handling busi- 
ness in all lines.” The Fidelity & 
Casualty has 21 resident managers and 
approximately 8,500 local representatives 
throughout the country while the 
America Fore group has close to 30,000 
agents. 

Special agents of the interested offices 
will each help the other companies 
whenever opportunity offers. Confidence 
is expressed that the arrangement will 
prove highly satisfactory to all parties. 


sureds instead of collecting the premium 
upon delivery of the policy as was origi- 
nally intended. 


Fire Waste Contest Entries 


Following are the most recent entries 
in the Inter-Chamber Fire Waste Con- 
test conducted by the National Fire 
Waste Council, under the auspices of 
the Chamber of Commerce of the Unit- 
ed States: Enid, Okla.; Richmond, Cal.; 
Johnson City, Tenn. 





Frink on Western Trip 
W. M. Frink of New York, western 
general agent of the Norwich Union, 
has been on a western trip and is spend- 
ing this week in Chicago looking over 
field talent preparatory to appointing an 


Illinois state agent to succeed 
Seneco, who is resigning to enter the 
local real estate and insurance field in 


Chicago. 





William Johnson, for 42 ye 
employ of the America 
and for a considerable 
clerk of its 
denly at 
Tuesday. 


ars in the 
Fore companies, 
time past chief 
department, died sud- 
his home in Dobbs Ferry, N. Y., 


loss 
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CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 














National Casualty broadens its field to | 


write general casualty and surety 


lines, | 


in close affiliation with the National Fire | 


of Hartford 
ualty. 


and the Continental Cas- 

Page 5 

George G. Bulkley is elected president 

of National Board at annual 

succeeding Wilfred Kurth. Page 5 

* * * 

Western 

ment now 
zation. 


managers oppose 
to form one 


any 
company 


move- 
Page 5 

New York State Association of 
Agents wants a company 


Local 
farm bureau. 

Page 7 
i * 

‘President Wilfred Kurth of the Na- 
tional Board recommends that control of 
all rate-making, inspection and adjust- 
ment activities be centralized in that 
body. 

K * * 

Insurance Advertising Conference will 
hold its next annual meeting in Chicago. 

Page 10 
a -* oe 

A. R. Thommasson, southern 
agent North British & 
comes assistant manager. 


general 
Mercantile, be- 
Page 16 


meeting, | 


organi- | 
| R. Menard. 


Page7 | 


S. F. Cannon of Spartanburg, S. C., 

was elected president of the South Caro- 

lina Association of Insurance Agents at 

its annual meeting. Page 14 
Bid * * 

President H. A, Clark of the Western 
Insurance Bureau announces the stand- 
ing committees. Page 18 
* ok 

Program for the annual meeting of 
the Georgia Association of Insurance 
Agents is announced by President Albert 

Page 30 
* 
National agency committee of casualty 
companies orders 5 percent more com- 
mission to producers on plate glass busi- 


ness in Detroit asgd Chicago. Page 37 
” ge 
Fidelity & Casualty presents its plan 


for minimum compensation risks. 


Page 37 
x * * 


Casualty companies still working on 
plans to get higher rates for small 


pre- 

mium risks, Page 39 
*x* * * 

Steps are taken by the industrial life 


and aecident companies to form a sepa- 
rate organization. Page 43 
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GENERAL AGENCY PLAN 
DEFENDED BY CRAVENS 





POINTS OUT ITS ADVANTAGES 


Well Known Houston Insurance Man 
Compares Service With That Given 
by Company Field Men 


A vigorous defense of the genera] 
agency system was given at the meeting 
ot the Association of Fire Insurance 
General Agents at Hot Springs last week 
by James Cravens of Cravens, Dargan & 
Co., Houston, Tex., who pointed out its 
advantages to the companies. Mr. Cra- 
vens said: 

“Certain company officials are opposed 
to the general agency system on what 
they term ‘principle.’ What they call 
‘principle’ is perhaps the result of ex. 
perience, and that experience was the un- 
wise selection of a general agent. There 
are as many different kinds of general 
agents as there are different kinds of 
local agents and different kinds of com- 
pany officials. If poor judgment is exer- 
cised in the selection of a general agent, 
it is but human nature for the company 





JAMES CRAVENS 
Dargan & Co., Houston, Tex. 


Cravens, 


official to blame somebody else, and it 
has been easier to lay it on the general 
agency system than to admit his own 
blunders. Fortunately, there are a large 
number of companies that have had 
and are having a satisfactory experience 
with general agencies and are converts 
to the belief that it is the best system. 

“In speaking of general agents, I 
want it distinctly understood that I do 
not include in those, dummy general 
agents sometimes planted by certain 
companies in a given city merely to en- 
able them to pay excess commission. 
We should not only resent that prac- 
tice, but fight it at every turn. 


Complain of Special Agents 


“There is more complaint these days 
by company officials about the irrespon- 
sibility and indifference of the modern 
special agent than ever before. It is a 
subject of conversation wherever home 
officers meet together, and it can be 
heard on all sides that the special agent 
is ‘not what he used to be,’ and that 
is true; but those making the charge 
against the special agents fail to adapt 
themselves to modern ideas and methods 
and visualize the special agency system 
of today. The special agent today has 
nothing to do with adjustments. That 
is all taken out of his hands by inde- 
pendent bureaus. He is divested. ot 
practically all authority and responsibil- 
itv, with nothing left but planting agen- 
cies, collecting balances and inspecting 
risks, and the companies complain that 
he does not even do that. They fail to 
realize that responsibility develops and 
enlarges any man, and it is my belhiet 
that if those same special agents were 
promoted to general agents, the com- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 35) 
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NEW YORK AGENTS WANT 
POOL ON FARM BUSINESS 





Believe They Will Lose Rural 
Business Unless Change 
Is Made 


ASK SINGLE AGENCY PLAN 


Resolutions Adopted at Annual Meeting 
of Agents’ Association Indicate 
Problems to Be Solved 





By a resolution adopted at its annual 
meeting at Syracuse last week, the New 
York Association of Insurance Agents 
proposes te invite the Eastern Under- 
writers Association to discuss with its 
executive committee the organization 
of a farm writing bureau similar to the 
Factory Insurance Association, or some 
other arrangement which would place 
the underwriting of farm business in the 
state upon a basis which would be sat- 
isfactory to companies, agents and as- 
sured. The members of the New York 
Association feel that unless a farm writ- 
ing pool of this sort is created, it will 
only be a question of time before stock 
company agents will have no more farm 
business. In the last two years the stock 
companies writing farm business in New 
York state have been cutting down on 
their writings of this class of business 
most decidedly until today most farm 
writing agents can barely get their farm 
business renewed, to say nothing of 
writing new business. 


Fear Loss of Business 


They feel that as their farm business 
goes to the mutuals or others that will 
take it the assured will be disposed to 
favor the company which will write his 
farm business and that in this way grad- 
ually all of the rural insurance business 
will get away from stock company 
agents. The members of the New York 
Association feel that they should not 
stand idly by and lose out all the way 
around with the farmers of the state, 
but that instead they should arrange 
with the companies for some coopera- 
tive underwriting pool that can handle 
on a joint basis, the farm risks of the 
state in much the same way that the oil 
business, the cotton business and the 
grain business is now handled. 


Want Single Agencies 


Another interesting resolution adopted 
at last week’s meeting and one that may 
create something of a situation in the 
state this year was the one setting forth 
that single agencies only be permitted 
in the so-called ordinary and suburban 
New York territory, except that by vote 
of any local board, club or association 
two agencies for each company may be 
permitted. Undoubtedly this resolution 
is largely the result of the talk given at 
last week’s meeting by A. B. White, Jr., 
of Parkersburg, W. Va., past president 
of the West Virginia Agents’ Associa- 
tion who told in detail of the success of 
that organization in putting the business 
of West Virginia on a single agency 
basis. The New York Association wiil 
Strive toward the same end during the 
coming vear if the resolution adopted 
last week is made effective. 

Other Resolutions 


Other resolutions of some contse- 
quence were the ones recommending 
that the membership committee to be 
appointed for the coming year be allo- 
cated in the state by districts, and that 
each such district be under the supervi- 
sion of a key man, who shall be respon- 
sible with his associates for the activity 
and results within his district; also the 
one asking that the incoming board of 
directors appoint a committee to consider 
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SIDELIGHTS ON ANNUAL MEETING 


AGENT’S ASSOCIATION | 








| 





VERYONE who attends the annual | 
E conventions of the New York As- | 

sociation of Insurance Agents is 
always impressed with the size of the 
organization. Perhaps one state, Ohio, 
has more members but certainly no 
other association is more influential than 
the one in the Empire state. It has 
over 800 members, pays in more than | 
$4,000 in dues annually to the National 
association, and is organized and for- 
tified in every way. Last year it won 
the cup at the annual meeting of the 
National association at Atlantic City for 
securing the largest number of new 
members during the year, and this in 
spite of the fact that it already had so 
large a membership. Although it has 
great size and strength it is still grow- 
ing much as most younger organiza- 
tions do. Its meetings are large, en- 
thusiastic, impressive. 

7 * . 


On the tenth floor of the Syracuse 
Hotel, where the agents were holding 
their sessions, there was being held next 
door the annual meeting of the New 
York State Association of Optometrists. 
They were exhibiting all sorts of de- 
vices and mechanical apparatus for cor- 
recting defects in vision. This material 
was being shown in booths outside of 
the agents convention room throughout 
the sessions, but to their credit it must 
be said that no cases of blindness or 
impaired vision developed during the 
meeting, so that it was not necessary, 
in any case, to resort to the first aid 
equipment so handily located by the 
optometrists. 





* * * 

Everyone was interested in seeing and 
talking to W. Eugene Harrington of 
Atlanta, Ga., chairman of the executive 
committee of the National association. 
On the platform Mr. Harrington spoke 
readily and fluently. He knew at all 
times what he wanted to say and how 
to say it. Many were surprised at his 
youthful appearance. In personal con- 
tact he was found to be genial and in- 
teresting. 

* * * 

A number of the casualty companies 

maintained open ishi 


house, establishin 
headquarters in t 


various rooms in 


hotel. Norman T. Robertson, home 
office superintendent of the United 
States Casualty, was in charge of that 


company’s headquarters. J. M. Richard- 
son, from the home office, and A. A 
Mening, resident manager of the Globe 
Indemnity, were hosts for that company 
E. K. Welch and L. M. Carroll held 
forth at the Standard Accident rooms 
D. W. Lugarman and Goerge J. Fer- 
guson were on the job for the Com- 
mercial Casualty. M.S. Tanner, W. O. 
Randall and John G. Yost. assistant 
manager of the production department 
of the Fidelity & Deposit, had charge 
of the F. & D. headquarters. 
oe * * 


Albert Dodge of Buffalo revealed him- 
self as a live wire when he leaped t 
the platform at a time when the meet- 
ing was lagging and led in some con- 
gregational singing that had the effect 
of waking up the audience. This under 
ordinary circumstances is not especially 
remarkable, but there was no pianist 
on hand so Mr. Dodge had to accom- 
plish his work without the aid of the 
piano. He carried it off well and what 
he did served to refresh a somewhat 


, one on 


| up Mr. Moray a bit 


Harvey W. Russ resigned June 1 as 
assistant manager of the General Ad- 
justment Company to go with the Na- 
tional Board in a new and important 
position, found himself among many 
friends at the meeting. Mr. Russ began 
his insurance career in the same office 
with Ward H. McPherson of Buffalo. 
Mr. McPherson retired at this meeting 
as president of the association. Mr. 
Russ was an adjuster in New York 
state for a number of years before go- 
ing to Pitsburgh to become manager 
there for the General Adjustment Com- 
pany and from Pittsburgh went to Chi- 
cago to organize the Underwriters 
Adjusting Company. He has been vaca- 
tioning on his farm in eastern New 
York and made a special trip from there 
just to make a talk at the meeting. 

* - - 

President Fredrick V. Bruns was all 
smiles at the luncheon which his com- 
pany, the Excelsior Fire, served on the 
first day of the convention. A fair at- 
tendance was expected, but there were 
nearly 300 on hand. The crowd filled 
the large convention hall whereas a 
“setup” had been made originally in 
only about one-third of the room. 

Mr. Bruns and his first lieutenant, 
Robert C. Hosmer, vice-president, have 
done much to popularize the Excelsior 
among the members of the New York 
association. Mr. Bruns was, a few years 
ago, president of the New York asso- 
ciation and is highly regarded by its 
members. 

* * = 

The nominating committee, of which 
Eugene A. Beach of Syracuse was chair- 
man, had to labor long and strenuously 
to bring out a slate of officers that 
would “stay put.” J. W. Rose of Buf- 


falo, who had served for three years as 
secretary-treasurer, 


was persuaded to 


only with the 








ving one term. Jol 

Gloversville took ic 

with the same uw din 
tary-treasurer Charles F. Mill x 
chester understands that he is “in for 
it” for a three-year term It takes a 
secretary about a year to get cus 
tomed to his duties, and so it is an uw 


written law 
New Yo 


tary serve 


among the 





association that the secre- 
tor three terms 
~ . * 





In his talk at the banquet 
Superintendent James A. 


that some day he 


Insurance 
Beha said 
hoped to be able to 


have the time to prepare a talk on 
“Serve and Survive,” in this way at- 
tempting to lead his audience to the 


opinion that he had not 


found time up 
to date, 


and then proceeded to give them 
the subject, par excellence. Mr 
Beha complained that the diligent prep 
: that he had nak 
was interrupted on the way to Syracuse 
by Norman B. Moray, vice-president of 
the Hartford Accident, who was on the 
same train. Mr. Beha and Mr. Moray 
are old friends, and during the course of 
what he had to say, Mr. Beha touched 
Mr. Moray was 
unable to get to indulge in an exchange 
of courtesies because he was not a ban- 
Guet speaker, but the next day at one 
of the regular sessions he fired a round 
of friendly buckshot at the New York 
commissioner, expressing regret that 


his honor was not there to hear what he 


iration intended t make 


' had to say. 








cation law; and the one urging each 
member of the organization to at once 
become a member of his automobile club 
and local chamber of commerce, with 
the idea of having at least one member 
of the New York Association on the 
board of directors of each automobile 
club in the state. The question of auto- 
mobile clubs going in to the insurance 
business and affiliating with the mu- 


tuals instead of stock companies has, 
during the past year, been one of the 
vital issues before the local agents of 
New York and it is felt that this sort of 
encroachment upon the preserves of 
stock company agents may be best 
battled by having stock company men 
represented on the board of directors of 
each local automobile club. 

The New York Association paid its 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 46) 


ADVISES CENTRALIZED 
RATE-MAKING CONTROL 


President Wilfred Kurth Recom- 
mends General Supervision by 
National Board 


WOULD SECURE STABILITY 


Uniformity In Inspection and Adjust- 
ment Work Is Alse Included in 
Vast Coordinating Plan 


In his address as president of the 
National Board at the annual meeting 
of that organization in New York Gity 
last week, Wilfred Kurth, vice-president 
of the Home of New York, touched 
upon the underwriting loss situation in 





WILFRED KURTH 


Retiring President National Board 


recommended a plan 





for reducing expenses and _ stabilizing 
rates through centralized control in the 
National Board Excerpts from Mr. 


follow: 


Kurth’s address 


‘The failure our underwriting ex- 
perience to yield a balance on the right 
side of the account last year affords 

nly too conclusive evidence that we 


wavy to go before we 
goal for which we are striv- 
ing. To cite the exact figures reported 
to the National Board by its member 
companies, these companies, 214 in num- 
ber, had in 1926 an earned premium in- 
from fire and lightning business 
of $634,525,912, but this enormous vol- 
ume of business was transacted with a 
net underwriting deficit of $23,738,395, 
or 3.74 percent. The best that can be 
said of these figures is that they are not 
quite so disheartening as those in re- 
spect either of the amount of the deficit 
or its ratio to the premium income, for 
in 1925 the 210 reporting companies, 
together, experienced an under- 
writing loss of $39,711,350, or 6.63 per- 
cent, on a total earned premium income 

$598,984,128, and in 1924 the under- 
writing loss of 197 reporting companies 
was $39,352,912, or 6.89 percent, on an 
earned premium income of $571,273,096. 
During six years the companies which 
are members of the National Board have 
had an earned premium income from 
their fire and lightning business of $3,- 
321,928,712, but the net result to them- 
selves from this huge turnover has been 
an underwriting deficit, after the pay- 
ment of the losses and expenses in- 


long 


ave a very 


e 





1 
taken 


curred, of $145,679,270 
“It is true that by the greatest good 
fortune this period of continuous and 














severe underwriting loss has coincided 
with a period of continuously advancing 
security prices, so that the enhancement 
of the value of the investments repre- 
senting the companies’ capital, surplus 
and has more than offset the 
cumulative underwriting deficit, thereby 
preventing any impairment of the finan- 
cial strength of the companies and in 
fact rendering their financial position 
more secure today than it has ever be- 
fore been. It is, however, self-evident 
from the most superficial analysis that 
the state of affairs just described is in- 
defensible as a permanent basis for the 
conduct of the business of fire insur- 
ance. There is no assurance whatever 
that security values will continue to rise 
sufficiently to make good what the com- 
panies lose on their underwriting, or, 
indeed, that the reverse process may 
not again set in at any time, with the 
result that the companies may be em 
barrassed by a combmation of shrinking 
assets and operating losses. It is a fa- 
miliar fact of experience that security 
values fluctuate widely over a term of 
years in both directions, and that the 
apparent gains made when the general 
price movement upward frequently 
disappear in whole or in part when the 
reverse movement sets in, 


reserves 


is 


Losess Continue to Increase 


“It is clearly apparent from a dis- 
passionate study of the fire loss con- 
ditions we have to meet that there is 
no reasonable hope that income and out- 
go can be brought into proper balance 
through a material lessening of the 
dreadful fire waste which is one of the 
most serious economic burdens the 
American people has to carry. Notwith- 
standing the most strenuous and pro- 
longed efforts of the fire insurance com- 
panies, in cooperation with other public- 
spirited agencies and individuals, to 
spread the gospel of fire waste preven- 
tion, and notwithstanding also the re- 
markable achievements of fire preven- 
tion engineering, the cowntry’s annual 
fire losses display an apparently irre- 
sistible tendency to increase. It is no 
doubt true that the value of the insur- 
able property in the country is steadily 
increasing, and there is a certain plaus- 
ibility in the argument sometimes heard 
that, while the absolute amount of the 
fire losses is rising, the ratio borne by 
this amount to the total value of exist- 
ing property is gradually falling. The 
stern fact which fire underwriters have 
to face, however, is that in a succession 
of recent years, in which no major con- 
flagration has occurred, both the sum- 
total of the country’s fire losses and the 
sum-total of their own loss payments 
have increased more rapidly than has 
the sum-total of the premiums they have 
secured from the insuring public. 

To Reestablish Proper Balance 

“It has become increasingly apparent, 
as the discussion of this vitally impor- 
tant matter has progressed, that there 
are two principal directions in which the 
fire insurance companies must look for 
the readjustments necessary to re- 
establish a proper balance between their 
income and their outgo, viz., the rating 
of risks and fixing of premium rates, 
on the one hand, and loss adjustment 
methods and practices, on the other. 1 
believe all competent students of the 
subject now agree that the experience 
of the past six years conclusively dem- 
onstrates that the existing rate struc- 
ture does not yield and cannot be mede 
to yield a sufficient aggregate premium 
income to enable the companies to meet 
their losses and necessary operating ex- 
penses and still have a reasonable under- 
writing profit for themselves, and that 
this is true even though all conceivable 
economies and improvements of practice 
in the conduct of the business should 
be discovered and adopted. For reasons 
that are both numerous and complex, 
the practical effect of existing rating 
methods has been to produce a body of 
rates which in its totality inadequately 
represents the totality of the risk as- 
sumed phis the cost of the service of 
distribution and administration. This is 
a fundamental defect in our present sit- 

















uation, and until it is remedied we can- 
not expect that situation to improve in 
a substantial way. 


Lack of Uniformity 


“Conjoined with this defect, however, 


and aggravating its 


consequences, we 
undeniably have a lack of uniformity 


and looseness of practice in the matter 
of loss adjustments which swell the 
sum-total of payments much 
beyond what it should be. Here, then, 
are two matters of major importance in 
connection with which reform is imper- 
atively needed. 

“As regards rating conditions through- 
out the country, even the most super- 
ficial survey leaves the impression of 
extraordinary diversity of practice and 
lack of co-ordination in the application 
of accepted principles. Not only are 19 
of the states practically a law unto them- 
selves in respect of the methods by 
which risks may be rated and premium 
rates fixed, but outside of these states 


our loss 


the rating and rate-fixing function is 
exercised by numerous rating boards, 
essentially local in character, which 


make and of themselves can make little 
attempt to maintain a uniform practi: 
for. all parts of the country. Widely 
differing rating schedules and forms are 
used in different areas, and the anomaly 
results that properties of the same class 
and construction and under substantially 
the same protection not infrequently 
pay widely different rates in different 
localities. 
Lack Control 
“The disadvantages of this state of 
things from the standpoint of the re- 
lations between the companies and the 
insuring public, as well as the public 
authorities, are self evident; but even 
more serious in the present posture of 
our affairs is our own lack of effective 
control over the rate structure as 
whole, despite our complete dependence 
upon that rate structure for an agere 
gate premium income adequate to keep 
our underwriting upon a financially 
sound basis irrespective of the course 
of the security market. Indeed, 


Over Rates 


even 


| 


Building ordinances embodying these 
standards have been adopted. Fire pre- 
ventive and fire fighting apparatus an 
installations have been standardiz 

through our own Underwriters’ Labora- 
Underwriting experience 
been scientifically analyzed and classified 


most elaborate fashion. 


tories. nas 





in the 
Public Charges Discrimination 
“What is perhaps most important ot 
all, the public at large has become fa- 
miliar with the exi f underwrit- 
ing principles of iversal validity, de- 
rived from this vast body oi 
and experimentation, and is appreciativ 
of the propriety and necessity of having 
underwriting practice conform to such 
principles. So generally understood and 
accepted is this new order of things, in 
fact, that the tendency of American pub 
lic opinion about fire insurance is all in 
favor of national uniformity of rating 
and rate-making and the present diver- 
sity in this regard is more and more a 





once oO! 





experience 


| ground of criticism and reproach against 


this statement of the case is scarcely | 


emphatic enough, for it is difficult to see 
what real hope there is of a substantial 
improvement of our position so long as 
the rate-making for a nation-wide busi- 
ness like ours remains the thing of dis- 
connected local shreds and 
which it is today. 
Suggests National Board Control 
“These considerations necessarily raise 
the question whether the National 
Board, the one coordinating body of a 
national kind in American fire insurance, 
kas not a function to perform in the all 
important field of rating and rate-mak- 
ing. In saying this I would not be 
understood as suggesting, even by im- 
plication, that the board should once 
more undertake the actual making of 
rates or the applying of schedules as 
it did in the earlier years of its exis- 
tence. It is a familiar fact of history 
that the plan of having the board the 
supreme rate-making authority for the 
entire country, operating through dis- 
trict and local boards and bureaus under 
its direct control, after having been 
tried with constantly diminishing suc- 
cess for the period of 11 years from 
1866 to 1877, was abandoned as imprac- 
ticable and the rate-making function 
was restored to the local organization 
that had previously exercised it. 
Conditions Have Changed 


“Adherence to this conception, how- 
ever, should not preclude us from taking 


cognizance of the great changes in the 
fundamental conditions of rating and 
rate-making which have come about 


during the past half century through 
the progressive evolution of fire under- 


the companies. The ugly word ‘dis- 
crimination’ is being used with increas- 
ing frequency to characterize rate dif- 
ferences which have their origin, not in 
any discriminatory intention of the com- 
panies, but rather in the differing re- 
sults arrived at by rating and rate-mak- 
ing bodies which act each in complete 
indifference, if not independence, of the 
others. 
Central 


Authority Needed 


“If national uniformity in this domain 
is to be attained, however, it is difficult 
to avoid the conclusion that there must 
be some central authority charged with 
the duty of seeing to it that the ac- 
cepted underwriting principles and stan- 
dards are uniformly interpreted and ap- 
plied by the rating and rate-making 
bodies proper. Such an authority is ob- 
viously necessary, moreover, if the dii- 
fering and frequently conflicting rating 
systems in use in the various sections 
of the country are gradually to be har- 
monized and brought into substantial 
conformity among themselves. Sim- 
ilarly, such an authority is needed to 
upon the adequacy of the rate 
structure in its totality to yield the 
necessary total premium income upon 


pass 


| which the companies perforce rely for 


| the 


patches | 


maintenance of the business as a 
whole upon a sound basis. Finally, only 
a central authority is competent to de- 
termine with certainty the relative po- 
sition of each state and section of the 
country in respect of the general body 
of rates charged therein and the suff- 


| ciency or insufficiency of the contribu- 


tion made by such state or section to 
the collective insurance fund. 
Harmonize Various Systems 
“In 
which 
derive 


view of 
American 
from the 


the great advantages 
fire insurance would 
existence of a central 


| coordinating authority having the func- 


writing in the direction of the substitu- | 


tion of scientific principles of universal 
application for the old personal judg- 


ment method of assessing risks. The | 





principle of schedule rating, virtually 
non-existent 50 years ago, is now in 
country-wide use. Fire engineerin: 
standards have been devised, tested and 


generally applied te municipalities. 


tions just described, it appears timely to 
suggest that the National Board could 
render invaluable service to the com- 
panies at an obviously critical time if 
it were given the power to undertake 
the task of establishing uniformity of 
interpretation and practice amongst the 
various rating and rate-making bodies 
of the country, harmonizing the systems 
they employ, unifying and simplifying 
their methods, preventing aberrations in 
their application of standards and rules, 
and in general holding them to that reg- 
ularity of action which is imperatively 
called for if, on the one hand, rates are 
to be based upon uniform schedules, 
reasonable and free from all discrimina- 
tion throughout the land, and, on the 
other hand, American fire underwriting 
is to be made self-supporting in the 
sense described earlier in this address. 
Has Proper Facilities 


“The National Board has both the in- 
fiuence within and without the business 
and the resources in the way of or- 
ganization and machinery that are re- 
quisite for this great task, while the 
member companies have today the most 
powerful of all possible motives for en- 
trusting the proposed functions to the 
board, namely, the now amply demon- 
strated ineffectuality of the present un- 
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“It is to be said further in this con- 
nection that since 1877 a great change 
has taken place in the attitude of the 
public and its representatives t wards 
the conduct of the business of 
surance. In those anti-trust « 
dominant idea with regard to fir 
ance, with regard to the 
was to preserve ‘con etition’ in its 
most extreme form, even though this 
meant rate-cutting hich was not only 
uncompromising and destructive but 
iso flagrantly discriminatory. In re. 
cent vears, however, the enlightened 
public has arrived at a realization of 
the truth that the proper conduct of 
businesses vested with a public interest, 





coordinated system of rating and rate. 
making to enable American fire insur. 
ance to pay its own way. 











railroads and fire insurance, im- 
much more than the preservation 
of unrestricted competition in the old 
sense, 


l 
like the 
x 


pies 


Require Uniform Rates 


“Tf the efficiency of these businesses 
and the quality of their service to the 
public are be maintained and im- 
proved, the principle must be recognized 
that the ‘laborer is worthy of his hire’ 
in that those who risk their capital in 
supplying the service are entitled to a 
fair return upon such capital. Further- 
more, it 1s now seen to be OT paramount 
importance to the public itself that there 
be no discrimination in the charges for 
the service. In the case fire insur- 
ance, uniform premium schedules should 
be applied to all risks of essentially the 
same hazard and protection. As a re 
sult of this clearer understanding of the 
nature of fire insurance, a majority of 
the states have now enacted laws which 
not only repeal the anti-trust laws as 
applied to the business but also require 
the filing of rates and schedules as well 
as providing penalties for violations of 
these provisions. 


to 








of 


Old Objections Removed 


“Tt is evident, then, that what was 
perhaps the most important of all the 
old objections to any participation what- 
ever of the National Board in the coun- 
try’s rating and rate-making no longer 
exists: that, on the contrary, the best 
public opinion is now favorable to such 
participation, at least to the extent out- 
lined a moment ago. As regards the 
membership of the board itself, I can- 
not conceive that there should be con- 
vinced opposition to its assumption of 
the general regulation and control ot 
the rating and rate-making organiza- 
tions. It is today a plain obligation of 
every member to observe the rates and 
rules in effect in each state without ex- 
ception or variation, and no underwriter 
can give a single valid reason for non- 
observance of the standard rates that is 
not based either upon selfishness and a 
desire to enjoy an unfair advantage over 
competitors, or that cannot be met by 
appropriate action within the respective 
rating organizations. It is consequently 
in the interest of all our members that 
there should be a central authority like 
the National Board charged with the 
duty of supervising, coordinating and 
rendering uniform the methods by which 
the standard rates are established and 
applied in all parts of the country. To 
sum the matter up, therefore, the step 
suggested is one in favor of which the 
public has expressed itself in unmistak- 
able terms, which the supervising 1- 
surance ‘commissioners have approved 
and which the collective enlightened self- 
interest of our members demands. 


Uniform Inspection Needed 


“Closely allied with rating and rate- 
making, of course, is the service of i- 
spection, upon the efficiency and wn 
formity of which the adequacy of the 
entire rate structure in the last resort 
depends. Almost everything I have said 
about the rating situation applies with 
equal force to our service of inspection, 
with the added disadvantage that the 
present separation of the two functions 
results in much duplication of work af 
much unnecessary expense to the com 
panies. We all know that diversity o 
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practice in the application of standards 
and rules has been widespread among 
our inspection boards and bureaus, while 
at the same time there is always the 
possibility of more or less serious dis- 
crepancies when inspections for rating 
purposes are disjoined from those made 
hy inspection agencies proper. 


Could Save Duplications 


“In view of these conditions, it must 
have occurred to everybody giving the 
matter serious consideration that there 
would be great advantages in the co- 
ordination, if not the actual combination, 
ot our inspection service with our rate- 
making, and in extending the proposed 
supervisory and unifying powers of the 
National Board to include the whole of 
this field. Given these powers, the Na- 
tional Board not only could proceed to 
the consolidation of overlapping inspec 
tion services or at least the abolishing 
of duplications in the work, thereby 
saving the companies a_ substantial 
amount of money, but it could also see 


to it that the standards and rules are 
applied in the same way everywhere. 
There can be little doubt that. this 


change would speedily be reflected in 
an improvement in the total premium 
inccme of the companies, in a lowering 
if their expense ratio and in a lessenin:: 
t public complaint about inequalities 
w discriminations in rates. 


Stabilize Adjustments 
“Not less important than these 
changes in the conditions of rating, rate- 
making and inspections is a thorough- 
going reform in the loss adjustment sit- 
uation. No one questions the right of 
any company to use its own adjuster 
in any particular case, but it is evidenr 
that the consensus of opinion :mongst 
executives is that the ultimate solution 
of this great problem will be found in 
the adoption of the principle that the ad- 
justment of i service which 
should be rendered everywhere by com- 
pany-controlled organizations operating 
\.ithout profit and subject to the super- 
vision and control of the National 
Board. There is no other method by 
which the adjustment of losses can be 
put upon a uniform basis everywhere, 
excessive loss payments due to the con- 
flicting opinions and interests avoided, 
unwarranted claims surely discovered 
and vigorously resisted, and the proper 
interests of the companies effectually 
safeguarded. Coupled with this, we 
should have the undivided support of 
the companies in the handling of our 
salvage operations through the existing 
organizations, directed and controlled by 
company executives. I refer to the 
underwriters’ salvage companies, which, 
from personal observation, render an in- 
valuable service to the companies and 
which at times receive discouraging 
treatment from our own people. 


losses is a 


Need Better Arson Laws 


“Closely inter-related 
ject of excessive 
losses to 


with the sub- 
losses is that of the 
which we are subjected by 
reason of the shocking frequency of in- 
cendiarism and arson in this country. 
Moral hazard is one of the most in- 
sidious foes of fire insurance, particular- 
ly in communities which fail to realize 
its enormity in both a moral and an 
economic sense, and the task of com- 
hating it is arduous in the extreme. It 
it too much to hope for, that some day 
we may have a model insurance law 
generally adopted by our state legisla- 


tures, and that thereafter we may be 
freed from the vexations and costs 
which the present diversity and uncer 
tainty of statutory and administrative 
practice inflict upon us?” 


Illinois Rate Regulation Bills 


Two companion bills introduced in the 
Illinois legislature provide for the reg- 
ulation of rates by the state insurance 
department, the regulation extending to 
fire, lightning, sprinkler leakage, wind 
storm, hail and marine insurance. The 
senate bill is No. 574 by Emmons and 
the house bill No. 748 by Branson. 
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SOME FEATURES OF THE 
ADVERTISING MEETING 


Next Convention of the Insurance 
Publicity Men Will Be Held 
in Chicago 


MUCH INTEREST IN WORK 


Many Companies Now Have Regular 
Departments and Experts Devoted 
to This Special Service 


The next meeting of the Insurance 
Advertising Conference will be held in 
Chicago at the time the direct mail ad- 


vertising men will assemble in the city. 


There is some discussion among the 


conference members as to the advisa- 


bility of holding two meetings a year. 
The majority now favor the arrange- 
ment. Some hold it is unnecessary. 


Clifford Elvins of the Imperial Lite of 


Toronto, the new president is one of 
the most substantial men in the con- 
ference. He is urbane and gracious, a 
man of excellent mold. John W. Long- 
necker of the Hartford Fire becomes the 
ranking vice-president. He did superior 
work in preparing for last week's meet- 
ing and seeing to it that the machinery 
ran smoothly. 


Growth of Advertising Departments 


This organization is one of the newer 
ones. It is still in knee pants but it is 
finding itself. A few years ago but few 
companies had a special advertising or 
publicity man. Some of the large life 
companies used their literary or service 
department to look after the advertising. 
As companies have grown in size and 
importance, the necessity of having pro- 
fessional men to take care of publicity 
material has been evident. Some com- 
panies now employ a battery of talent— 
artists, copy writers, sales promotion 
folks, house organ editors. The budget 
for the work runs way up in the thou- 
sands. These men are studying the 
most effective and practical publicity 
methods. Many are conducting mail 
order campaigns. All are getting out 
sales promotion and educational litera- 
ture for their agents, and material for 
distribution to policyholders and _ pros- 
pects. The people in this enterprise are 
keen, alert and resourceful. 

During the year, the conference added 
$2 members to its roll, a most excellent 
record. 

Industrial Association Possible 


will be the out- 
company repre- 


association 
growth of industrial 
sentatives at Hartford. The publicity 
men will continue as conference mem- 
bers but it was generally agreed that 
these companies writing life, health or 
accident or all, have their own peculiar 
problems that receive no treatment at 
the regular meetings. The industrial 
men met evening for their group 
conference. Aside from the publicity 
men, there were some company officials 


A new 


one 


on hand, for example Howard M. Em- 
mons, vice-president Mutual Life of 
Maryland: H. C. Welch, agency man- 


ager American Bankers of Jacksonville. 
Ill.; E. H. Cullom, vice-president Life & 
Casualty of Nashville; J. H. Castle Gra- 
ham, director of field service of the Lon- 
don Life of Canada. Instead of discus- 
sing advertising and publicity this group 
spent its time in exchanging views on 
getting, holding and training agents, 
writing business, and the like. Mr. Cul- 
lom will write to all industrial com- 
panies seeking their opinion as to the 
advisability of organizing an associa- 
tion devoted entirely to their particular 
activities. 

Companies are experimenting on di- 


|} income is a 








rect mail campaigns to see if the time, 
effort and money spent will bring re- 
turns so far as insurance is concerned. 
When any company man tells about his 


experience in this regard, he inspires 
immediate interest becausc many are 
groping for light. There are some 


forms of insurance that lend themselves 


to this treatment to an extent but even 
here the solicitor must enter and com- 
plete the work. There are few actual 
cases closed by mail 

Institutional Advertising 


Insurance companies and their organ- 
izations are being bombarded by adver- 
tising agencies and promoters seeking 
to interest them in a campaign of gen 
eral advertising. The huge insurance 
delectable mountain. The 
advertising counsellors see the gold in 
its depths and start to tunnel in. They 
map out pretentious campaigns for col- 
lective or institutional publicity that on 
the face are alluring. The mountain 
folk are hard to capture. They want to 
be convinced betore they enter a course 
that will call for hundreds of thousands 
f dollars. 

Seeking the 


mountain treasure are 


daily papers, trade papers of all kinds, 
magazines, window display experts, di- 
rect mail men, advertising agenc’es, 


publicity consultants, public relations ad- 


visors, bill board and electric sign con- 


cerns, college, church and school pub- 
lications, novelties salesmen—and 25 
other classes of pub‘ic contact enter- 


prises, some with high sounding titles 


Avoid Waste in Advertising 


R. W. Smiley, director of publicity of 
the Metropolitan Casualty, said that 
those agents who requisition advertising 
most liberally are frequently the ones 
who use it least effectively. He said 
that from his experience with requisi- 
tions for advertising he would classify 
those making requests into three 
groups: Those who order in reasonable 
quantities and who make intelligent and 
profitable use of what they receive; 
whose orders are conservative 
and infrequent and who probably expect 
little from advertising; those who 
order early, often and with reckless 
abandon, and frequently make little use 
of the material. He advised the compa- 
nies to direct attention to this problem 
of waste in advertising by analyzing 
requisitions and revising them so that 
they will be reasonably proportioned to 
probable needs. Not to do so is mis- 
taken kindness to the agent and ex- 
travagance to the company. 

Need 


those 


too 


Educational Campaign 


In a later address at the conference, 
Mr. Smiley said that the steadily enlarg- 
ing scope of the advertising activities 
conducted for the agents’ benefit may 
to some extent defeat the purpose un- 
less the company is developing along 
with them an educational program which 
will help each agent to see things in 
their proper perspective as applied to 
his territory, his facilities and his work- 
ing methods. What may be big adver- 
tising helps to one agent will often be 
cf small value for another. He said that 
it is easy for advertising men to assume 
too much when they produce, announce 
and distribute advertising helps. What 
is needed is definite, constructive help 
to agents in explaining what the adver- 
tising is all about and how it can be 
used most effectvely. 


Follow Sales Steps 


C. W. Van Beynum, manager of the 
publicity department of the Travelers, 
discussed the makeup of an advertise- 
ment to follow the steps used in closing 
a sale, getting attention, arousing inter- 
est, creating desire and inducing action, 
He suggested the use of a picture or a 
crisp statement of some fact or both to 
secure the attention of the reader. In 
terest is held by wording the advertise- 
ment to talk to a hypothetical person 
and about that person. Desire is created 
by pointing out the prospect's needs and 
showing how the policy and the service 
of the particular company which the 
agent represents will meet the pros- 
pect’s needs. In order to secure action 
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it is usually necessary to appeal to emo- 
tions rather than to reason. 


Played Upon Passions 


To illustrate the power of appealing 
to the emotions, Mr. Van Beynum told 
about the experience during the last 
war when through the effective use of 
propaganda emotions were aroused and 
action secured which never could have 
been secured through an appeal to rea- 
Every possible attempt was made 
to arouse the passions of the population, 
and the results were astounding. Most 
men are creatures of emotions rather 
than of reason. Thus, to be most effec- 
tive, the advertisement must make use 
of this fact rather than to seek to ac- 
complish its results through sound 
logic. Nevertheless the advertisement 
should carry with it also logical convic- 
tion, because the man who its induced t 
buy insurance must explain to himself 
later why he took this insurance 


son. 


Banker Spoke at 


H. A. Lyen, assistant cashier of the 
First National Bank of Boston, wl 
spoke at the meeting, is in charge of ney 
business and advertising for his bank 
He acknowledged that both banks and 
insurance interests have peculiar prob- 
lems when it comes to advertising. He 
said that in too many cases they are 
inclined to try to sell what they have on 
hand, rather than what the public really 
wants. In insurance he said that ma- 
terial is taken out of the common welter 
and made available for humankind 
There is a tremendous human urge back 
of insurance service. He said that ad- 
vertising alone could not be effective, but 
it must be synchronized with other sales 
efforts. He laid stress on the fact that 
the executives of banks and insurance 
companies should become acquainted 
with sales methods and that the organ- 
ization should develop a_ strong 
instinct. 


Meeting 


sales 


Window Display Advertising 


Frederick L. Wertz, the display expert 
of New York, undoubtedly had a mes- 
sage but he exaggerated the number of 
local insurance offices that can _ utilize 
window space. In most of the cities, 
beth large and medium size, insurance 
offices are in office buildings above the 
ground floor. Even in smaller places 
there are not very many _ insurance 
agencies on the ground floor. Where, 
however, there are such offices undoubt- 
edly window displays can be used to 
good advantage. 


RK. W. Smiley’s Views 


R. W. Smiley, advertising manager of 
the Metropolitan Casualty, brought out 
a significant fact in that so large a per- 
centage of a company’s business comes 
from 25 percent of its agents. He there- 
fore called attention to the fact that 
there is a big field for cultivation in the 
75 percent of the agencies that are not 
functioning nearly as they should. An- 
other fact brought out by Mr. Smiley 
that attracted attention was that adver- 
tising and publicity men should appl: 
underwriting methods in sending out 
material to agents. It is up to them t 
decide what lines they will write or, in 
other words, how much advertising ma- 
terial should go to these various sections. 


Criticizes Advertising Practices 


John Pratt, special agent and formerly 
local agent at Kennett Square, Pa.. said 
that insurance companies individually 
expend energy and funds in advertising 
that is properly a subject for cooperative 
energy and funds of all companies. He 
also finds that insurance advertising de- 
partments have ignored or failed to cul- 
tivate the cooperation of other depart- 
ments of their companies and that adver- 
tising managers place too much stress 
on the public as a prospect and not 
enough on agents who he believes are 
the best prospects. He declared that 
the advertising department gives most 
attention to the agents who need it the 


least. He claimed that insurance by its 
very nature must be advertised as an 
institution rather than by individual 


companies. Most advertising, he sale, 
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can do no more 
attitude on the 
insurance, to 
so on. It is 


than to create a better 

part of the public toward 
teach fire prevention and 
more difficult to create in 
terest in advertising company and 
hence the logical solution is to adopt 
a cooperative advertising campaign to 
promote public education regarding in- 
surance. 


one 


Direct 


Mr. Pratt declared that the most valu- 
able advertising is that directed toward 


Advertising Toward Agent 


the agent. He said in effect: “If you 
have confidence that you can by good 
advertising influence the mind of the 


fickle public, then by similar effort what 
a power you would have over your 
agent. Assuming that 5 cents (out of 


every $1 of premiums) is sufficient io 
take ample space in insurance journals 
where the advertising wastage is at the 
minimum because only insurance men 
read insurance journals, you still have 
enough left of your nickel to have com- 
plete house organs, exchange of trade 
data, real personal service through your 
agency service work, and you throw 
your whole heart and soul into making 
that agent a better and more progressive 
insurance agent and advertiser.” 
Discusses Selection 


H. C. Welch, agency 
American Bankers of 
some of the 
ing a new 


of Agents 


manager of the 
Chicago, told of 
problems involved in start- 
man on the industrial debit. 
He said that an applicant must first 
possess character and ability to keep 
working, he must possess personality 
and be of the proper caliber, physically 
healthy, mentally and morally clean, and 
he must be a team worker and able to 
cooperate with his fellow members of 
the district staff. Mr. Welch said that 
he must be neat in his appearance, must 
be able to speak well and in an intelli- 
gent manner, and he must be ambitious 
and have some goal toward which he is 
working. The manager must impress 
upon the mind of the new agent ~— 
the company is placing in his hands its 


reputation and that he should rae 
faithfully and well. Much stress should 
be laid upon company loyalty and fair 


dealing to policyholders. 


N. F. P. A. COMMITTEE MADE 
REPORT ON SPRINKLERS 


At the National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation meeting in Chicago recently 
the committee on automatic sprinklers 


presenied a report embodying proposed 
amendments to the regulations for the 
installation of open and automatic 
sprinkler equipment. The recommenda- 
tions were in line with the committee’s 
policy to revise the regulations fre- 
quently in order to keep them consistent 
with best c1 Among 
the other vital covered by the 
report were pipe systems, valves 
and fittings, pipe sizes. 

The text of the rules on drips and 
drainage is so revised as to provide for 
better and more rapid handling of these 


irrent practices. 
subjects 
dry 
and 


sprinkler equipment details. The report 
suggested such arrangements of drain 
connections as to prevent water dam- 


age when the system is drained and to 
prevent injurv to the system by frost. 
Recommendations with reference to the 
number of sprinklers that may be shut 
off at any one time also were made, and 
it was suggested sprinklers to a total 


of not more than 55 may be connected 
to wet systems when these are provided 
with a heat actuated valve of an ap- 


proved type. 





Blue Goose Aids Flood Relief 


Ponds of the Blue 
report contributions 
ers in the flood districts of the south. 
The Kansas pond gave $38, the Dakotas 
pond sent $50 direct to grand nest head- 
quarters, and the Arkansas pond made a 
liberal donation, as did several ganders 
of the pond. 


Goose continue to 


made to the suffer- 


A wind and 
Ohio a few days 
wide and 15 
loss of $50,000. 


hail storm in 
ago cut a 
miles long 


southern 
swath a mile 
and caused a 
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| HIGH SPOTS IN THE MEETING OF THE 





T THE MEETING of the Insur- 
A ance Advertising Conference in 

Hartford, the outdoor features 
were spoiled by the constant downpour 
of rain for the entire three days. There 
had been arrangements made for golf 
and tennis Tuesday morning. At the 
athletic field of the Hartford Fire later 
that morning a baseball game was to 
have been staged with all its trappings 
and dramatic enfoldment in which 
would-be players from the conference 
were to have made a holy or unholy 
spectacie on the diamond. Reputations 
unmade remain in the silence. 

The Wednesday afternoon program 
arranged by the Strathmore Paper Co. 
at Mittineague, near Hartford, to its 
mills and a drive over scenic roads was 


sadly interfered with because of the 
rain. 

By way of one criticism, the confer- 
ence makes a mistake in having its 
group meetings away from the hotel. 
This cuts down the attendance. At 
Hartford because of the rain, transpor- 


tation to and from these meetings was 
inadequate. Group conferences are al- 
ways handicapped by outside meeting 
places. The fire conference was held at 
the Hartford Fire, the life at the “age 
necticut Mutual Life and the casualty a 
the Phoenix Mutual Life, all delightful 
and commodious but too far away. 
* oo * 


A. W. Spaulding of the Hartford Fire 
advertising department, a young man of 
fine ability, handled the press service 
He had print photos and brief sketches 
of all officers and speakers and copies 
of most of their talks. He is the new 


president of the Hartford Advertising 
Club, a very lively and progressive in- 
stitution. 

* * * 


The veterans and founders of the con- 
terence 


are prominent in its activities. 
These mien blazed the way and have 
done much to promote the insurance 
advertising cause. Leon A. Soper, 
Phoenix Mutual Life; J. W. Longnecker 
Hartford Fire; Luther B. Little, Metro- 


politan Life; C. S. S. Miller, North Brit- 
ish & Mercantile; E. L. Sullivan, now 
with the Meredith publications; W. W. 
Ellis, now with _ _National Board of 
Fire Underwriters; C. A. Palmer, North 
America; A. H. Reddall Equitable Life 
of New York; E. A. Collins, formerly 
with the National Surety, have done 
yeomen service for this splendid or- 
ganization. 
a o* 7 

At the banquet, H. A. Calahan, adver- 
tising counsellor of New York City, 
introduced a nove] feature in his talk 
illustrating ad vertising lessons, by hav- 
ing his dog “Powder” stand on the table 
him. “Powder” would jump for 
meat and tidbits that he particularly en- 
joyed. Offered some dry toast, he sneer- 
ingly passed it up until his master tried 
to take it irom him. Then he snarled 
and growled with anger, eating the toast 
with avidity. Mrs. Calahan is the silent 
partner in the es act, getting him 
quieted down for his part. The dog is 
trained to perform by following not 
only the speaker’s actions but his words 
as he proceeds. If he deviates from 
the regular course of the program “Pow- 


Letore 


der” becomes disconcerted. 
“« 
W. L. Hadley, business manager of 
the “Eastern Underwriter,” was _ pres- 
ent at the banquet with Mrs. Hadley and 


their family of five adopted children, 
four girls and one boy. The four young- 
est were adopted within one vear. At 
the banquet President W. W. Ellis said 


that Mr. Hadley not only broke the 
adoption record but he ran a_ higher 
score at his golf club than any other 
member. 
x * * 

At the Tuesday luncheon, all out-of- 
town people were furnished bags in 
which “made in Hartford” products 


| 
INSURANCE ADVERTISING CONFERENCE | 


| were placed. 


| Mr. 





Some of these are Bon 
Ami, Williams Aqua Velva, Brand’s In- 
ternational Sauce, Skat, Fuller Brushes, 
Williams Shaving Cream, Noark Cigar- 
ette Holders. 
© ~ 

Winslow Russell, 
Phoenix Mutual Life, who introduced 
Ernest Elmo Calkins, the New York ad- 
vertising expert and author, read a let- 
ter from Bruce Barton, the advertising 


vice-president of 


man and writer, in which a finished 
tribute was paid to the speaker. Mr. 
Russell also referred to the unprece- 


dented action of the referee at the prize 
fight in New York where 50,000 had 
gathered, in asking all to stand in silent 
prayer for the safety of the American 
aviator who was sailing in the clouds 
the Atlantic. 

* + ok 


across 


Aside from the representatives of the 
insurance papers and some of the ad- 
vertising agencies, the conference does 
not attract many camp followers. The 
insurance press people as a rule belong 
to Class B group, not entitled to vote 
at a business meeting. John T. Hutch- 
inson, secretary of the Insurance Fed- 
eration of America; A. A. Klinko of the 
National Association of Insurance Agents 
and Henry Swift Ives, vice-president of 
the Casualty Information Clearing 
House, the fast named being a speaker 
before the casualty group, were present. 
J. M. Haines of New York, assistant 
manager of the London Guarantee & 
Accident, which won the “Rough Notes” 
trophy for the best series of advertise- 
ments in insurance papers, was on hand 
to receive the coveted treasure when it 


was presented by Manager A. Wohl- 
gemuth of that publication. 
* * °K 
Miss F. E. Barrett, head of the Con- 
necticut General Life’s advertising 
department, is one of the most able 


members of the conference. She has dis- 
played rare talent in her work. Miss 
Alice E. Roche, manager of the depart- 
ment of sales promotion of the Louis F. 
Paret agency of Camden, N. J., and 
Philadelphia, is a very sprightly and 
popular member. She directs the pro- 
motion end of her agency most success- 
fully. At the life group meeting Miss 
Roche explained some of the methods 
she employs in the direct mail system. 
At the afternoon tea the Sundav be- 
fore the conference convened, Miss 
Anna B. Sands, assistant secretary of 
the Manufacturers Association of Con- 
necticut, was the official She 
and Mrs. John W. Longnecker, home 
boss of the advertising manager of the 
Hartford Fire, and a most charming 
woman, poured. 
* 


hostess. 


~ * 


the 
Fire’s 


Anderson, 
Hartford 
sang two solos. 
one of the church choirs, 
voice of resonance and 
toastmaster declared that 
Anderson was the model for the 
Hartford Fire’s fire deimon with out- 
stretched arms of flame. 

* * * 


At the banquet Fugene 
beau brummel of the 
publicity department, 
He sings in 
possessing a 
power. The 


The orchestra at the banquet con- 
ducted a musical questionnaire. It 
played some 24 selections. Mrs. Fred N. 
Ennis, whose husband is connected with 
the America Fore advertising depart- 
ment, secured a perfect score. Three 
men won but graciously vielded 
the to Mrs. Ennis. She was es- 


also 
prize 


| corted to the orchestra platform by E. L. 


lhe was allowed to speak. 


Ives, two of 
awarded the 


and Henry Swift 
winners, to be 


Sullivan 
the male 
prize. 

* * * 

W. W. Darrow, whose work as pub- 
licity director of the Home Fire of New 
York group, has attracted wide atten- 
tion, was introduced three times by the 
master of revels at the banquet before 
Mr. Darrow 
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is the conference secretary. His part 
of the program was the devising of the 
decidedly clever cartoons thrown on the 
screen, taking off members and activities 


of the organization. 

O43 x 
C. W. Van Beynum, publicity man- 
ager of the Travelers, and Mrs. Van 
Beynum, gave a dinner at their home 
the first evening of the conference to 
present and former members of Tue 
NATIONAL UNDERWRITER staff who were 
in Hartford at the meeting. Mr. Van 
Beynum was formerly connected with 
that publication as associate editor at 
its Chicago office where he achieved 


distinction by his resourceful efforts. 
Among the guests were Mrs. Nora Vin- 


cent Paul, vice-president in New York: 
C. M. Cartwright, managing editor: 
Frank W. Pennell, formerly associate 
editor in Cincinnati and later in New 
York, and now one of the leading life 
egents in the latter city; R. W. Conde, 
formerly office manager at Chicago and 


the business department of 
the “Insurance Field”; A. J. Wohlge- 
muth, formerly associate manager at 
Chicago and now manager of “Rough 
Notes”; Ralph E. Morrow of “Rough 
Notes.” C. S. S. Miller, director of 


now head of t 


publicity of the North British & Mer- 
cantile, formerly eastern vice-president 
of THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER, was un- 
cble to attend the dinner. 
x x x 

At the Tuesday luncheon brief talks 
were made bv Earl Pearson, manager of 
the International Advertising Associa- 


tion, Leon Soper and J. W. Longnecker 








ok * 

\ new star in the firmament is Dale 
D. Butler. a local agent at Middletown, 
Conn. He has gimlet eyes and sharp 
features. He captivated his audienc 
with his sparkling humor, his droll com 
ment and delicious, spicy observations 
He came to the surface on Connect 
cut Insurance Dav when he spok« 


evoked much laughter. 


BRIGGS PLANT LOSS REPORT 


Detroit Commissioner of Buildings 
Gives Survivors’ Evidence as to 
How Explosion Occurred 


DETROIT, June 1.—Report o 
causes of the explosion and fire i 
Harper avenue plant of the 
Manufacturing Company, April 
announced by John M. Bischoff, 
missioner of the Detroit department of 
buildings and safety engineering gives 
support for th emost part to findings 
of other agencies previously made 
lic. 

Reviewing 











mn 


the work which 
progress at the Briggs plant when the 
fire occurred and the highly combusti- 
ble nature of paint and spray ingredi- 
ents in use on the third floor wh 

' ort c concludes: 


was 





e 
the fire commenced the re} 


Statement of Surviving Victims 


statement of the 
men were work- 
booth, one on 


the 
two 
color 


“According to 
surviving victims 
ing in the last 


each side of an automobile body above 
which was a mereury vapor light. "One 
f the men glancing up, noticed smoke 





apparently rising just above the light 
He shouted to the other men, wl 
glanced up and apparently egg 
flame were coming from the viel 

of the hght itself. He thought the 
exploded. They immediately Reet to 
run but a rapid fire came up in an 
instant and both were badly burned 


possible theorv the 
gases were ignited 
contact with the resist- 


“According to a 
dust and pyroloxin 
by coming in 


ance coils attached to the mercury vapor 
light, possibly a defective coil. After 
the first blast and small resulting fre 


and arrival of the fire department, there 
was a second quick fire, almost like 
an explosion. It was in the first blast 
that the men working on the third floor 
were killed or injured. At the time of! 
the second fire firemen were working 
about the third floor and narrowly es- 
caped with their lives. 
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Ask Me For The Facts 








QUESTIONS 


1—What is the leading industry in the United States 
today? 

2—Who built the first gasoline propelled vehicle in 
America? 

3—Who sold the first American automobile? 

4—What is the World’s automobile registration today? 

5—What is the total registration of automobiles in the 
United States for 1926 within 1,000,000. 

6—What is the estimated output for United States for 
1927? 

7—What percentage of homes own cars? 

8—Are there more telephones than pleasure automobiles 
in the country? 

9—How many cars per capita are there in the United 
States? 

10—What is the total number of buses in the United States? 


11—What is the nation’s annual motor transport bill? 


12—What percentage of automobiles are purchased on the 
installment plan? 

13—What is the average life of an automobile, within six 
months? 

14—What percentage of automobiles are insured? (a) 
against fire (b) against theft (c) against property dam- 
age (d) against collision. 

15—When was the first policy insuring an auto issued? 

16—Name the number of automobile thefts in the United 
States during 1926. 

17—Why is it preferable to insure your automobile in a 
stock company? 

18—If 4,000,000 new cars are sold this year and 64% are 
financed and 2,000,000 used cars are sold, 75% of 
which are financed, who insures the remainder? 








ANSWERS 


1—The automobile industry comes first. 


2—To Charles E. Duryea and Elwood Haynes goes the 
credit for building the first gasoline vehicle to success- 
fully operate. The exact date upon which these pio- 
neers first ran their cars is not recorded, but it was 
some time in 1892. 


3—Alexander Winton on April 1, 1898. 

4—Close to 30,000,000. 

5—(a) Pleasure, approximately 19,500,000. 
(b) Commercial, 2,800,000. 

6—In excess of 4,000,000. 

7—70% have automobiles. 

8—Total 


19,500,000. 


number of pleasure automobiles about 


Total number of telephones.about 17,574,272. 
9—One car for every 6.5 persons. 
10—Approximately 70,000. 


11—It is estimated that America’s annual bill for auto- 
mobiles and expenses in connection therewith, in- 
cluding up-keep, gasoline, and other items, total 
$14,500,000,000. 

12—New pleasure cars 64%. 
Used cars and commercial vehicles 75%. 

13—Statistically proven to be about eight years. 

14—(a) Less than 33% are ‘insured against fire. 
(b) Less than 30% are insured against theft. 
(c) Less than 15% for damage to property of others, 
(d) Less than 2% for collision. 

15—In June 1902. 

16—1 30,000. 

17—Because every sound business impulse dictates that an 
insurance policy like any other contract should de- 
finitely stipulate its cost and provisions at the time it is 
drawn. Do not place your client at the mercy of fate, 
but protect him with an L. and L. and G. contract, A 
Stock Company which has the World for its Field with 
Agents Everywhere. 

18—This is for the Agent who is wide awake and aware of 
the facts to discover. 
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ANNUAL MEETING FOR | 
SOUTH CAROLINA HELD | 





State Association of Local Agents | 
Has 
Charleston 


Convention 


ENJOY VARIED PROGRAM) 


Problems Facing Insurance Business in 
South Eastern Territory Considered 
by Members in Attendance 


| tor rehabilitation in the 


NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 
President—S, F. Cannon, Spartanburg. 
Vice-Presidents—Stephen Elliott, Co- 
lumbia, and G. J. MeDowell, Charleston. | 

Executive Committee—Henry P. Moses, 
Sumter, chairman; Hayne P. Glover, 
Greenville; Harry J. O'Neill, Charleston; 


J. C. Cornwell, Chester; J. H. Fraser, | 
Georgetown; James Farmer, Anderson; | 
Joe F. Stuckey, Bishopville. j 
CHARLESTON, S&S. C., June 1.—The | 
South Carolina Association of Insur- 
ance Agents had some busy sessions and 


the annual convention at Charleston last 
The attendance 
annual banquet at 


| 
some pleasant hours of entertainment at 
| 
| 


the 
were 


week. was good, 
which officers 


The 


succeed 


selection of 
Frank J. 


placed in the 


elected attracting 150. 


a new secretary to 
Dana of Columbia 
hands of the executive 
cording to the association's rules, and 
this new executive committee later re- 
ported the selection of Allen Rogers of 
Spartanburg to fill this important of- 
fice. Mir. Dana, who has held the office 
for two years and to whom the associa- 
tion voted to express its official thanks, 
was unable to attend the convention, but 
he sent in a detailed report. The report 
showed the organization having a small 
balance on hand with all the obligations 
met for its fiscal year, and a roll of active 
members totalling 130. Dick Reeves of 
Charleston acted as secretary. 


was 
committee, ac- 


Reviews Year's Activities 


In presenting his annual report Presi- 


dent Henry P. Moses of Sumter went 
into details concerning work of the vari- 
ous committees both of the state and 


National bodies. He told of the organi- 
zation of the southeaste rn advisory com- 
mittee composed of the officers of the 
various state associations in the section. 
It was the object of this c's wth he 
said, to cooperate with the S. E. U. 
and to that end Charles r 
Birmingham, the secretary, 
structed to inform the 


Gandy of 
had been in- 
company organi- 
zation of the committee's existence and 
purpose. Mr. Moses read the corre- 
spondence with George C. Long of Hart- 
ford, president of the S. E. U. A. 
Tells of Qualification Bill 
The first important discussion 
oped when the report of the 
committee was presented by 
Furman of Greenville, 
Daniel J. Sinkler of 
man, who was unable to attend because 
of illness. The report concerned the 
work done with regard to the proposed 
agents’ qualification law which the asso- 
ciation is trying to have enacted, and 
which Commissioner McMahan consid- 
ers a sound measure. Mr. Furman told 
of the hearings before the legislature’s 
committees, of the opposing attitude | 
taken by other interests, and of the fail- 
ure of the committee to report out the | 
measure at the last session. The move- 
ment is to be pushed with greater vigor 
at the next session, and all the members 
are being made familiar with the provi- 
sions of the bill and will present its 
merits to their own home district legis- 
lators. 
The report of the executive committee 
was read by Allen Rogers and embraced 


| tions of the 
} were 


devel- 
legislative 
Alister G. 
substituting for 
Charleston, chair- 


| the Girard F. 


| honor. 


good wishes. 


| Military 


THE NATIONAL 


two important matters which the con- 
vention approved and adopted. The first 
backs up the national executive commit- 
tee on its stand in the bank agency fight 
and naming the Firemen’s of Newark, 
& M. and the Northwest- 
ern National as being continuously in 
violation of the association's principles. 
It was at the same time pointed out 
that the two companies of the Firemen’s 
group named are the only members of 
that fleet aimed at in the resolutions. 
The other matter referred to the local 
agents of the country taking part in the 
call to the federal government to act 
to relieve the flood sufferers, the South 
Carolina association pledging each mem- 
ber to call upon the congressmen and 
senators from South Carolina to support 
the proposal to appropriate $300,000,000 
devastated area. 
Old Members Honored 


A motion 
tion 
Reeves of 
dent of the 


was made that the associa- 
elect as a life member John B. 
Charleston, the first presi- 
South Carolina association. 
Mr. Reeves was given a rousing ova- 
tion when he arose to express his ap- 
preciation of the association’s action. 
Mr. Reeves and William Goldsmith of 
Greenville are the only men upon whom 
the association has ever conferred this 
The gathering was very much 
concerned over the absence of Mr. 
Goldsmith, who was reported as improv- 
ing after an operation and the secretary 
was directed to send him a telegram of 
Mr. Goldsmith sent a wire 
in answer in his usual enthusiastic words 
thanking the association for its greetings 
and urging the convention to make a 
good job of it. 

Mr. Reeves is the oldest living mem- 
ber, one of the founders and the first 
president of the South Carolina associa- 
tion, and he may still be found in his 
Charleston office doing business. He 
delivered his first address to the infant 
association in 1899. In his talk at the 
banquet last week Mr. Reeves stressed 
that what he had said at the time ap- 
plies today, and proceeded to give again 
the main part of that original speech, 
following several pointed references to 
the present activities of the body, calling 
attention to Commissioner McMahan’s 
report and urgently calling on the local 
agents to stand united. 

Review Fire Department 


At noon the first day the delegates and 
visitors went out to the South Carolina 
Academy and witnessed a par- 
ade of the entire regiment, which passed 
in review before President Henry P. 
Moses. At the luncheon speeches were 
made by Commissioner McMahan, Presi- 
dent Dillard B. Sewell of the Southern 
Home, and David Huguenin of the 
Equitable Fire, Charleston companies, 


| James R. Parker, manager of the rating 
Lureau, was present and spoke a few 
words. In the afternoon the delegates 


gathered in the downtown section to 
witness the assembling of some of the 
Charleston fire department and listened 
to Chief Behrens, who has been with, the 
department for 50 years. Demonstra- 
working of the apparatus 
given, and the chief urged the local 
agents to be careful about over-insurance 
as one means to cut down arson, and 
also asked for closer co-operation along 


preventive lines between the agents and 


| his department. 


Big Annual Banquet 


The annual banquet was one of the 
main parts of the program this year. R. 
P. DeVan of Charleston, W. Va., was 
the messenger from the National asso- 
ciation and he told of the work of that 
body. He detailed the conclusions 
reached in the bank agency matter, the 
famous covenant with the companies, the 
Chrysler case, the new understanding 


| with the General Exchange, and touched 
lon the dangers of state insurance funds 


developing from the present movement 
toward compulsory automobile liability 
insurance. Ashley Tobias, well known 
attorney of Columbia, who has had much 
to do with insurance matters, made a 
few remarks extolling the local agent. 
and was warmly greeted. The principal 





UNDE RW RITE R 


GOOD RESULTS FROM 
COOPERATIVE RALLY 


Pennsylvania Insurance Days At 
New High Point of Excellence 
and Interest 


IS BIG STRIDE FORWARD 


Companies Participating in Philadelphia 
Meeting Cover Many Subjects Im- 
portant to Business 


FHILADELPHIA, June 
Days, 
demonstrated 


1.—Peni- 
held here last 
what 
cooperation 


sylvania Insurance 
week, can be ac- 
complished by and marked 


a stride forward in the progress of in- 
surance in the state through the partici- 
pation of the companies and their man- 
agements, as well as the agents and field 
men, 

It is difficult to select one or even two 
cutstanding features of the meeting and 
entitle them “excellent.” The speakers 
bore the stamp of experience, the enter- 
tainment was of the highest order, and 
with the exception of the usual conven- 
tion start, the program rolled along 
smoothly from Monday morning until 
Tuesday night. 


Companies Provide Luncheons 


An index of what the 


companies 
thought of the convention, 


even before 


they could be sure of its success, is 
found in the fact that the round table 
luncheons, which were held before the 


special discussions each day, were given 
tc the delegates without cost by the 
Franklin Fire, Penn Mutual Life, Fidel- 
itv Mutual Life, Provident Mutual Life, 
Indemnity of North America, Fidelity & 
Casualty, Insurance Company of North 
America and Maryland Casualty. Thirty- 
seven other companies, agencies and 
brokers shared in financing the conven- 
tion through subscription to the partici- 
pation fund. 

One of the most general important 
announcements made was that of the ex- 
tension of the insurance department of 
the state to meeet the expansion of busi- 
ness that has occurred over a period of 
years. Matthew H. Taggart, insurance 
commissioner, was a guest of the com- 
mittee throughout the session and took 
part in both the big general gatherings, 


speaker at the banquet was John Waites 
Waring, prominent Charleston attorney. 
He pointed out that his conception of a 
local agent was of a man who was serv- 
ing the companies and the public alike, 
to the benefit of both, the diligent agent 
giving his clients sound protection in 
sound companies and thereby standing 
as a big element in the progress and wel- 
fare of the community in general. He 
stressed the belief that the local agents’ 
association must make strong efforts to 
set up high standards as requirements in 
the business. 


Consider Automobile Plans 


The closing session of the convention 
took the form of a round table discussion 
of various problems which several mem- 
bers desired to take up, including the 
question of automobile club reduced rate 
insurance and the various aspects of fire 
and theft insurance on financed cars. Mr. 
DeVan was able to give some interesting 
details on how some of the companies 
handle the business, as were also some 
of the local agents present. 

Thursday at noon the visitors motored 
to Folly beach, a resort 12 miles from 
Charleston, for surf bathing and lunch- 
eon. It was here that the convention 
came to its close. 
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on public relations night and at the 
banquet. 
Special Bureau Needed 

In announcing his expansion program, 
which includes the appointment of two 
deputy commissioners, with headquar- 
ters in Philadelphia and Harrisburg, re- 
spectively, Commissioner Taggart said 
he was surprised to find that the depart- 
ment had issued licenses to 120,009 
agents in Pennsylvania this year, in ad 
dition to passing on the qualifications o/ 
7.000 brokers and adjusters. This work 
alone called for the creation of a special 
bureau, he said. 

“In Philadelphia we will maintain an 
examining division, with 30 examiners 
instead of the present inadequate force 
of 11,” the commissioner said. “This 
move is made so that the United States 
as a whole may have the assurance that 
companies doing business in Pennsy1- 
vania are examined as the law requires 
The examination is not a force of neces- 
sity, but an obligation of the depart- 
ment, a duty which strengthens the faith 
of those who deal in insurance, and the 
institution of insurance itself will know 
that the state is functioning within the 
requirements of statute. 

Secretaryship Still Unfilled 


A high pitch of interest is still notice- 
in the appointment of a successor to 
G. R. Dette, who has resigned as secre- 
estonia of the Insurance Federa- 
tion of Pennsylvania to become assistant 
vice-president of the Commonwealth 
Casualty. At the meeting held in con- 
junction with the convention, S. H. Fool, 
resident manager of the Fidelity & 
Casualty, was appointed chairman of « 
committee to select a new secretary, but 
no action has been taken since. Mrs 
Mary Fireng, who for the last five years 
has been Mr. Dette’s “home office man- 
ager,” with the official title of accouni- 
ant, was raised to the position of assist- 
ant secretary by the directors of the 
Federation in recognition of her excel- 
lent service. 

In his valedictory as secretary, Mr. 
Dette pointed out that his election to the 
vice-presidency of the Federation as- 
sured his continued interest in the or- 
ganization and gave him the opportunity 
of expressing to Commissioner Taggart 
the appreciation of the insurance frater- 
nity of the department’s cooperative atti- 
ture. 

Big Task Ahead 


Whoever succeeds Mr. Dette, in th 
majority’s opinion, has a_ tremendous 
task ahead to become an equal. As 
Thomas B. Donaldson said, in 
ing a watch and chain to Mr. Dette in 
appreciation of his efforts to promote 
the Federation spirit in the state, “Mr 
Dette was ever ready to take all the 
blame for the failures, while the ‘com- 
mittees’ were always successful in what- 
ever venture came out well.” 

While the business of the meeting was 
working toward a successful close there 
was an attendant program of entertain- 
ment for the ladies present. Under the 
nominal guidance of Nelson Sterling. 
vice-president of the Constitution In- 
demnity, as chairman of the entertain- 
ment committee, the ladies shopped and 
toured, danced and were dined. Mr 
sterling planned the program, but after 
several strenuous attempts to be 4 
leader. found that the ladies’ commitiee 
needed no assistance. That committee 
included Mrs. Sydney H. Pool, Mrs 
Walter A. Munns, Mrs. J. Dallas Smith, 
Mrs. John D. Pharaoh 2nd. Mrs. G. R. 
Dette. Mrs. Charles H. Holland. Mrs 
Nelson Sterling. Mrs. Harold V. Smith 
Mrs. Walter Evert, Mrs. Frank D 
Ruser, Mrs. W. W. Berry and Mrs 
Robert Dearden. 


present- 


Coast Notes 


The Los Angeles fire de partme nt dem- 
onstrated its new fire boat, “Los Angeles 
City No. 2," last Thursday, the test 


showing that it is one of the most pow- 
erful of its kind in the world It has 
29 hose nozzles and throws water at the 
rate of 19.000 gallons per minute 

W. Leslie Miller, formerly president, of 
the Insurance Brokers Exchange of San 
Francisco, who recently sold his_ 
est in the insurance brokerage firm of 
Hali & Rambo has become associates 
with the Carl N. Corwin agency 
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“MORE THAN A CENTURY OF SERVICE” 


The Voice of the People 





A series of letters selected from company and agency files 
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i D>} OMPANY officials rise 
<— up and call “blessed” 
an Agent who sends in such 
a note as the one reproduced 












We published 


AON On 
- 


PIAL EAL EARS AME AN LEAD EAM GEA REA ATER 





day Evening Post for over gage pais this advertise- 
two years, always backs gaericnn ment and 
up the Alliance Agent. | wtot te 3 
, favre tome among other 

It backs up the Agent | fees a ft © comments we 
not merely by giving him . ve dupe received the 
a Company name that he at Geet tbat following: 
can conjure with, but, : ey i 
further, by building up in ia 
the public mind a proper seenleilauaaieaen 
conception of the Alliance : Se 
Agent’s part in the picture. ae ~ 

Presenting the Alli- ; 


ance Agent in his rightful 
character of insurance 
counselor contributes to 
his prestige with the pros- 
pective policy-holder. 





THE ALLIANCE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
of PHILADELPHIA 


WII DARODEL ISDE IO DEO DEN LDEG AN OVEN OVEN GVEA GVEA 


+ 


SUC CUAOUEY 





“The enclosed advertisement in this week’s edition 
of ‘The ’ attracted my attention. 


“Bosh —this fellow was only joking — he had 
no idea of burning his house, or he would not have 
made such a statement. If, however, your agent 
thought he meant business, and hesitated about 
cancellation until he got orders from the home 
office, he should be hung, not complimented.” 


We replied to this (in part) as follows: 


“ There is another kind of agent (and there will 
never be too many of them) who cause Company 
officials to rise up and say “blessed’—the agent 
who has a broad appreciation of his duties to insur- 
ance as an institution—a man who, seeing that 
a thing is obviously to be done, does it!” 





ETNA [Fire] INSURANCE COMPANY 


RALPH B. IVES, PRESIDENT 
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CHANGES IN THE FIELD 








MANY SHIFTS ARE ANNOUNCED 


Liverpool & London & Globe Fleet Has 
Made a Number of Adjustments 
in Western Union Territory 


E. A. Matthews, who has been special 
agent of the Star in northern Illinois, 
has been appointed Cook County spe- 
cial agent of the affiliated companies, 
Liverpool & London & Globe and Fed- 
eral Union, succeeding D. F. Spencer, 
resigned, and L. R. Swanson. 

L. R. Swanson, formerly Cook Coun- 
ty special agent, has been appointed 
special agent for Minnesota, succeeding 
L. R. Fox as an assistant to State 
Agent R. L. Hanson of the Liverpool 
with headquarters at Minneapolis. 

G. J. Erickson, who has served the 
company’s interests in southern Illinois, 
is being transferred to Michigan, as- 
sisting State Agent B. V. Legg, and suc- 
ceeding V. E. Lingquist, resigned. Mr. 
Erickson will make his headquarters at 
Detroit. 

W. R. King, formerly assisting State 
Agent Charles Caldwell in Nebraska, has 
been placed in charge of the southern 
Illinois field. The location of his head- 
quarters will be announced later. 

W. W. Boardman, special agent, 
go, N. Dak., will have 
the company’s farm interests in North 
Dakota and South Dakota, and will 
later remove his headquarters to some 
more central location. 

R. Hull, formerly special agent of 
the farm department in South Dakota, 
has been transferred to Indiana for that 
department, with headquarters at South 
Bend. 

Leo Riggs, 


Far- 
supervision of 


formerly special agent of 
the farm department in Iowa and south- 
ern Minnesota, has been transferred to 
Illinois as special agent of the farm de- 
partment, with headquarters at Aurora. 


J. H. Shannon 


J. H. Shannon of the Northwestern 
National, Milwaukee, has been appoint- 
ed special agent for the company in 
the Nebraska field, to succeed Paul L. 
Hubbard of Lincoln, Neb., who has re- 
signed. Mr. Shannon has been with 
the Northwestern National for many 


years at the home office in various ca- 
pacities, and more recently has been in 
the underwriting department of the com- 
pany. He has not yet selected a per- 
manent headquarters. 


Robert G. Myers 


Robert G. Myers has been appointed 
assistant to State Agent Dan T. Smith 
in the Illinois field by the Milwaukee 
Mechanics. Mr. Myers will work in 
the southern part of Illinois and will 
have his headquarters at Springfield. He 
was with the Northwestern National of 


Milwaukee at the home office prior to ! 


going with Milwaukee Mechanics. 
is a son of O. P. Myers, 
for the Milwaukee 
liance, O. 


He 
local agent 
Mechanics at Al- 


Thomas F. Hagan 


Thomas F. Hagan, state 
Wisconsin for the Phoenix 
and associated companies, has announced 
his resignation, effective June 30. Mr. 
Hagan will have an announcement re- 
garding a future connection in a short 
time. He has been in the Wisconsin 
field for seven years and is one of the 
most prominent field men in Wisconsin. 
He is retiring president of the Wiscon- 
sin Fire Underwriters’ Association. 


Assurance 


Preston H. Kelsey 


The American of Newark will be rep- 
resented in the eastern portion of New 
York State by Preston H. Kelsey, who 
will make his headquarters in the office 
at Albany formerly occupied by Special 


| is a son of 








agent in 


| been appointed general agent. 





Agent W. E. Hamilton, who enters the 
local business at Syracuse. Mr. Kelsey 
Manager P. T. Kelsey of 
the Sun. 


M. Robert Olp 


M. Robert Olp has been appointed 
state manager of Michigan for the Trav- 
elers Fire. For the last year and a half 
Mr. Olp has been manager of the moun- 
tain field for the Travelers, which in- 
cludes Colorado, Wyoming and New 
Mexico. Before that time Mr. Olp was 
with the Queen for six years. District 
Manager William C. Kirkland, who an- 





| ford, 
| Galt 





| ter, 


Mr. 
se- 
an- 


nounced the appointment, said that 
Olp’s successor has already been 
lected and that his name will be 
nounced within the next few days. 





W. Mason Galt 


W. Mason Galt has been appointed 
special agent for the National of Hart- 
with headquarters in Detroit. Mr. 
was formely state agent of the 
New York Underwriters in South 
Dakota. 


E. H. Skaer 


Skaer, assistant to A. W. Bax- 
Illinois state agent of the Scottish 
Union & National, has resigned. No 
successor to Mr. Skaer has been ap- 
pointed. 


e. 2. 




















DEATH OF JOHN M. 


John M. Whiton, for many years prior 
to his retirement in 1917 general agent 
in New York City for the St. Paul Fire 
& Marine and local representative for a 
number of other important companies, 
died at his home in Plainfield, N. J., last 
Saturday, in his 82nd year. During his 
period of business activity Mr. Whiton 
served as president of the New York 
Board of Fire Underwriters for several 
terms and was one of the most promi- 
nent of the local agents of his city. 

’ + 
A FARM BUREAU 
are not a little 


WHITTON 


WANT 
Company managers 
puzzled as to the action of the New 
York State Local Agents Association in 
advocating at its recent convention the 
formation by the Eastern Underwriters 
Association of a farm-writing bureau. 
Only a limited number of companies 
are writing farm business in the Empire 
State and as members of the farm com- 
mittee of the state rating organization 
have long suggested the forms and rates 
for this class of risks. 
No office has been able to make a 
dollar on the class, the majority of the 


loss ratios run close to 100 percent. 


VIEWED FROM NEW YORK 


By GEORGE A. WATSON 


| special 


Nothing in the experience of the com- | 


panies would warrant others entering 
the line. Hence the difficulty of man- 
, agers in determining just what the 


agents have in mind in their recom- 
mending the formation of a special bu- 
reau. Some few of the farm-writing 
mutuals have managed to get by, but 
the cooperative concerns have had 
rather a sorry experience with farm 
risks. It is generally understood they 
would be glad to drop the class if they 
could do so without imperiling their 
allied lines. 

Some stock companies have for years 
operated special farm divisions. Several 
are writing the business on applications 
from surveying agents. Others permit 
local representatives to issue direct poli- 
cies. None have been unable to make a 
dollar out of the business under either 
plan and would welcome any practical 
means whereby the record of the class 
for a long series of years could be im- 
proved. 


NORTH BRITISH PROMOTIONS 
A. R. Thommasson, who has been 


with the North British & Mercantile at 
the head office as general agent in the 
southern department, succeeds Assistant 
Manager W. S. Alley, who retired May 
31. Allen H. Talmage, assistant general 
agent in the southern department, has 
Mr. Tall- 
mage was recently called to the head 
office, having been state agent in Texas. 

In announcing Mr. Thommasson’s ap- 
pointment C. F. Shallcross, United 
States manager of the North British 
group, pays high tribute to the ability 
and loyalty of the new executive, who 
has been in the service of the com- 
pany for many years and in various 
important capacities. Beginning his in- 
surance career as office boy for 


|ern 
| vear, 





the | te 


| usually 
| south 
here 

| Of important 














Equitable Fire & Miarine of Providence, 
Mr. Thommasson later became special 
agent in New England and the middle 
states. Subsequently he accepted the 
western New York special agency for 
the North British & Mercantile, still 
later being placed in charge of its 
Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina 
field. Ten years ago he was called to 
the head office here as general adjuster. 
In turn he was given charge of the 
local underwriting department and then 
advanced to the general agency of the 
southern business, scoring a pronounced 
success in every connection. He is un- 
well versed in conditions in the 
and is a member of a number 
committees of the South 
Eastern Underwriters Association. His 
record justifies the remark made of him 
by E. G. Richards, the former manager 
of the North British, who first employed 
Mr. Thommasson. “That a good man 


will make a success in any field and 
in any position.” 
Mr. Tallmage, after conducting a pro- 


gressive local agency at Athens, Ga 
joined the staff of the North British 
combination in 1922. His record as 
agent in southern Texas was 
such as to induce his promotion to the 
assistant general agency for the south- 
department early in the present 
and now to warrant his advance- 
ment to the post vacated by Mr. Thom- 
masson. 
* * * 


DALE D. BUTLER DISCOVERED 


A new star has appeared in the in- 
surance firmament in Dale D. Butler, 
head of Butler’s Insurance Office of 
Middletown, Conn. Sometimes in the 
construction of programs a man is dis- 
covered who theretofore has been in a 
state of hibernation, so to speak. He 
is brought to the platform, makes a tre- 
mendous hit and thereafter has a num- 
ber of engagements at insurance meet- 
ings. Mr. Butler spoke at Connecticut 
Insurance Day and with his sparkling 
wit and merry comments put himself on 
the map. He was called before the Ii- 
surance Advertising Conference at Hart- 
ford last week, coming at the close of 
a long session when people were getting 


fidgety. He soon had everybody at at- 
tention. His physiognomy, his manner, 
personality. his voice, the way he put 


his stuff over and the material he used, 
all combined to make him a prime favor- 
ite. 

* * K 
ADJUSTERS’ 


PUBLIC PRACTICES 


The practice of certain public adjust- 
ers in the handling of fire losses is e1- 
gaging the attention of the New York 
insurance department, Superintendent 
3eha being determined that those re- 
sponsible for the irregularities com- 
plained of be driven from the business. 
and if the evidence warrants, sent to jail. 


Mr. Beha asserts that specific charges 
have been filed with him that certain 
public adjusters have approached com- 


asking that the lat- 
damage figures, in “return for 


a representatives 
“load” 


| that an example will be made of 








which the company adjusters were to re. 
ceive additional compensation from the 
assureds; in some cases a flat sum being 
offered.” The public adjuster has been 
a thorn in the flesh in this city for a long 
time, the department having had occa- 
sion to call some of the gentry severeiy 
to task before now. It is hoped that the 
investigation promised by the superin- 
tendent will be an exhaustive one, and 
those 
alleged 


found guilty of the 


against them. 


practices 


x Ok 
LUDLUM ON WESTERN TRIP 


C. A. Ludlum of New York, vice- 
president of the Home of New York, has 
gone on a six weeks’ trip through the 
west and will travel on to the Pacific 
coast. 

* *k x 
SUMNER BALLARD, DINES BOARD 


Last Thursday evening Sumner Bal- 
lard, secretary of the National Board 
and president of the International Fire, 
gave a dinner at his home in honor of 
the members of the Board who had as- 
sembled for the annual meeting of the 
organization. Besides the Board mem- 
bers, other insurance men prominent in 
their lines, and a number of commis- 
sioners and political celebrities were 
Mr. Ballard’s guests. The affair was 
brilliant, and was one of the most suc- 
cessful insurance parties ever given 
here. 

Representatives of most of the lead- 
ing fire companies with offices here 
were present, and among the speakers 
were Wilfred Kurth, vice-president of 
the Home Fire and retiring president of 
the National Board; George G. Bulk- 
ley, new president of the Board and 
president of the Springfield F. & M.,, 
and Superintendent James A. Beha. 

* *¢ * 
PRESENTATION TO ALLEY 


As an evidence of the esteem in whic! 
Walter S. Alley is held by his Presto 
of the North British & Mercantile, the 
officers and department managers ten- 
dered him a farewell luncheon on Friday 
last. C. F. Shallcross United States 
manager of the North British group, 
presented him with a fine edition of the 
Ency clopedia Britannica, as a gift from 


the latter’s friends. Assistant Manager 
C. E. Case also spoke appreciatively of 
Mr. Alley’s fine work and worth, and the 


regret felt by his associates at his leav- 
ing the service. Mr. Alley retired from 
business and will make his future home 
at Petersburg. Va., spending a portion of 
each year at Washington, D. C. 
*k * * 
TERM “RIOT” IS DEFINED 

Justice Walsh of the supreme court of 
New York county has issued a ruling 
in a case against the Imperial Assur- 
ance in which it is held that the holding 
up of the plaintiff's dress manufactur- 
ing establishment and the destruction of 
merchandise by the invading gang con- 
stituted a riot within the meaning of the 
term and that the company is liable un- 
der the riot and civil commotion cover- 
age carried by the manufacturer. Judg- 
ment for the plaintiff was directed for 
$9,660, with interest from February 7, 
1927. 

The robbery was committed during a 
strike by six armed men. No disorder 
accompanied the holdup, as the em- 
ployes feared to resist. The men dam- 
aged some of the manufacturer’s stock 
bv cutting it and throwing acid on it. 
The act. according to Justice Walsh’s 
ruling. “constitutes a riot within the 
meaning of such word as defined by the 
dictionarv, under the common law, 1m 
the penal law of this state, and as con- 
strued and interpreted in the cases.’ 





Miscellaneous Notes 


The Michigan Fire & Marine has en- 
tered Alabama. 
Augustus S. Lovett of Jordan, Lovett 


dean of the fire insurance 
died Sunday. 


& Co., Boston, 
agents of that city. 

The insurance business of Henry Ww. 
Savage & Co.. prominent real estate 
overators of Boston, will be conducted 
throurh an incorporated department of 
the office. 
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CHARLES E. DOX, Manager 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 


223 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 


GEORGE O. SMITH - Manager 
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200,000 RISK REPORTS 


Covering Milwaukee County and the 
state of Wisconsin 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


E are especially well equipped to serve in- 
surance companies with risk reports on 
life, accident, health, fidelity, burglary, automo- 
pee fire and theft cases in Milwaukee county 
and in the state of Wisconsin. Over 16 years of 
experience in all phases of commercial and in- 
surance investigation insures competent handling 
of your business. 
Rates are as follows: 
Risk reports on life, accident, — . 
tomobile, fire 


county 

Elsewhere (in Wisconsin or the United 
DT :cnudietcutuchsenbesiepedebiesssabenis 1.0 
mw ao on accident, health or death.. 2 
in fee ——- AA ,-4 depending = 

and expense involved. 
No contract binds our clients. We de- 
pend on good service to hold your business. 


Send the next case to us. 


CREDIT REPORTING CO. 
1304 Fond Du Lac Avenue 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
SUCCESSORS TO 
National Reporting & Investigating Co. 
Insurance Inspection Bureau 
Milwaukee Commercial Reporting Co. 
Sippel & Co. 
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RATE REDUCING 
APPLIANCES 


Non-Explosive Safety Cans and 
Automatic Oil Waste Cans 
Each can bears the label of the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories and 
the Associated Factories Mutual 

Fire Insurance Companies. 


Justrite Manufacturing Co. 
2067 Southport Avenue, Chicago, III. 
2... * 











NEW 
td 
HOT 


rooms with bath 

or connecting. 
Every room an outside room. Finest 
Rallroom in Northwest. Every facility 
for conventions up to 1, 


84 38 a 
Suites ana ‘Special Rooms n $8 to $9. 
- CLARK, Manager 


AMERICAN NATIONAL FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


8 East Long Street COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Capital $500,000 


CHARLES IT 
JESSE E. WHITE, Vice-President JOHN A. DODD, Vice-Pres. and Sec’y 
GEORGE E. KRECH, Secretary 
ALLEN W. FLEMING and E. PHILLIP GUSTAFSON, Assistant Secretaries 
Its Name Indicates Its Character Progressive, Yet Conservative 


Operating Along Sound Lines 
































OHN REDFIELD isan accountant 
in the head office of the Eureka 
Manufacturing Company. His home 
is located out in the new Oakridge 
Development and the Redfields are 
one of the most popular families in 
this popular suburb. 

















It was perhaps a coincidence that 
when Redfield was buildinghishome, "'> Y*™ "WOOO EGAN 
he happened to read one of the Hart- 
ford’s advertisements in the Saturday 
Evening Post and it was perhaps a 
coincidence that he remembered | 
having seen the Hartford stag sign on 

the window of the Ashley Insurance 

















HE HAS RECENTLY | 
INCREASEO H!IS_ Agency down on Main Street. 
HOUSEHOLD COODS | 


Bian conta All of this may have “just happened”, 
but at all events it DID happen and 
today the Hartford agency carries the iNSURANCE 
insurance on the Redfield home, the 
Redfield car and even on the Redfield 
baggage when there is a vacation trip 
in prospect. Thanks to the Ashley 
Agency, Redfield knows where his 
HE LOCKS THE DOOR  jnsurance is “at”—knows that he is 


BUT DEPENDS ON HIS ; 
BURGLARY iNSURANCE sensibly protected. 




















HARTFORD. FIRE INSURANCE CO. Hartford, Connecticut. 


The Hartford Fire Insurance Company and the Hartford Accident and Indemnity Company write practically every form of insurance except life 
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This column serves as a market 
place 


where insurance wants 





























CLUB COMMITTEES FORMED 
may be made known to thou- 
— of interested insurance Russell S. Chaloner, manager of the 
Advertisements which are re- Chicago office of the Norwich Union 
ceived before 9:00 A. M. | Indemnity and newly elected president 
Wednesday are inserted in the i | : a pe 
current iesue. |} of the Insurance Club of Chicago, an- 
bportunities” , ivertisements |} nounces establishment of the following 
ar - . . ° 
are’ a a | committees to forward the work of the 
The National Underwriter club: a 
Chicago Membership—B. F. Walker, manager 
| brokerage department of the Tokio, 
| chairman; A. G. Hailand, Blair & Hai- 
| land; P. H. Shippner, Continental Cas- 
SANBORN MAPS valty; L. J. Fohr, general agent Con- 
FOR SALE necticut Mutual Life; H. Connick, 
We have for sale at very attractive prices Royal ; George Morin, Great American; 
Sanborn maps for the important cities in Karl Fleming, Roy Lunde & Co., and 
the following states: Bound Volumes—Illi- | George Hess, president Illinois Travel- 
nois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Oklahoma, a in H » Fire 
Tennessee, Wisconsin, Indiana, and Ken- ers ome ire. ; rs 
tucky House Committee — Emil Hepp, 
y - wT . ere owe } of . a “ ve . “ - oa 
Sheet maps—Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, 11 | Springtield Fire & Marine, chairman; T. 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Oklahoma, pe : . os | 
tushy. Teesstses iad Minsibictn /C. Anderson, Norwich Union; Harry 
We have ten all steel map cases for sale [J | Thiemeyer, North America; Paul Cum- 
ol a em a A Phe maps and cases can ff | mings, Marsh & McLennan. 
x gellar eaamnarglte a5 sexe | Entertainment—W. Geisler, Fred S. 
Union Insurance Society of Canton }] | James & Co., chairman; W. A. Eakin, 
2037 Insurance Exchange Chicago ff} | Century Indemnity; Earl Flemming. 
| Sports—Harry Chesley, Western 
WANTED | ¢ 
Sele aes 
Bright young man, 18 19. High WIN GRAF IS 
school graduate. Must have some 
fire insurance experience in 


Address B-4, 


Underwriter. 


County business 


The National 


Po ENGRAVING ©) 








WANTED-~— Special Agency or In- 
spection Work. Recording or Farm 
Business. Tennessee territory pre- 
ferred. Write P. O. Box 103, Brad- 
ford, Tenn. 


- Superior Printing, Plates - 
| Pecfction of Depth and G@lor 


|_Canal 268-9 705-11 ‘oa St, ws, 
_ CINCINNATI 
—— 

















THE STATE 


ASSURANCE CO., LTD. 


ROYAL EXCHANGE 


ASSURANCE 


PROVIDENT FIRE INS. CO. 


Fire and Automobile Lines 


CAR AND GENERAL 


INSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 
Automobile, Liability and Plate Glass 


95 Maiden Lane, New York 














SPECIALISTS 











INSURANCE 
STOCKS 





Quotations will be gladly furnished. 
Address 


Howard W. Cornelius 
CHARLES SINCERE & COMPANY 
231 So. La Salle St. 
Branch Office, Palmer House All Phones State 2400 


MEMBERS 
Chicago Board of Trade 
Asso. Member, N. Y. Curb Ass’n. 


New York Stock Exchange 
Chicago Stock Exchange 


Refer to Quotations that appear reqularly in 
THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 











| 
| 
| 
| 


team 


assistant 


Union, chairman; Walter Crowdus, Jay 
lk. Chappell & Co.; Paul Cummings. 
Some of the committees already have 
held meetings and are mapping out their 
programs for the year. Each commit- 
tee will function for the entire club 
year. The principal duties of the mem- 
bership committee will be to pass on 
new members and to conduct drives for 
members. Members of the educational 
committee have not yet been elected, 
but will be before the student’s classes 






























RUSSELL 8. 
President In: 


CHALONER 
arance Club of Chicago 





starting in October. Among the activi- 
ties planned by the sports committee 
to have a series of golf tournaments 
during the summer, to put a bowling 
in the insurance league in the fall 
and to run a couple of football specials 
to Champaign. 
At the recent 
vided that a life 
board of directors. 


is 


election it was pro- 
man placed on the 
Louis J. Fohr was 
elected to the It has been further 
provided that when t life member- 
ship in the club forms 25 percent of the 


be 


post. 





total membership, the life fraternity will 
be represented among the officers by 
vice-president, who will attain the presi 


dency in due course. 





JOINS YOUNGBERG-CARLSON 
W. J. Patterson is now 
agency of Youngberg-Carlson 
local agents at Chicago Mr. 
Patterson graduated trom Valparaiso 
University in 1912 with a degree of C. E. 
\fter graduating he was in the 
struction division of the Chicago 
Northwestern railroad for about 
vears and then went to the Chicago 
Board as an inspe ctor. During the past 
tive with the board he been 
superintendent of ratings. 


associate d 


con- 
& 


two 


vears has 
NORWICH UNION ME N MAKE 

; ae 
wich U 
this 


SURVEY 
Nor 
hicago 
Darlington, United 
Norwich Union 
Fire, W. R. N. Bacon, superin- 
tendent in the home office of the Nor- 
wich Union, and W. C. Walton, also of 
the home office in England. The group 
is making a survey of underwriting con- 
ditions throughout the country, 
making a three-day stop in Chicago 
connection therewith 


Jackson, president the 
nion Indemnity, is in C 
with Hart 
Manager oft 


ot 


week 
the 


accident 


and is 
in 
REINSURANCE ARRANGEMENT 
While the situation with respect to the 
Pittsburgh Fire and the Firemen & 
Mechanics of Indianapolis is consider- 


ably involved, the general understanding 
is that the latter company had an auto- 
mobile reinsurance arrangement with 
the Marquette National of Chicago, 


Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh 


turn controlled the 
business of the 


in 
The 


which 
Fire 





June 2, 


Qy~ 
1927 


Fire was taken over by the National 
Liberty New York, but in the ar- 
rangement there was no general assump- 
tion by the latter corporation of the ce 
bilities of the Firemen & Mechanics, |; 
may develop that certain specific rein 
surances of the Indianapolis 
tion were assumed by the Pittsburgh 
Fire. If these appear upon the border- 
eaux, liability will be accepted by the 
National Liberty, but not otherwise. |; 
is not anticipated there will be many 
of this character. 


of 


ce Tr] 0Ora- 


instances 
* 
BUREAU COMMITTEES NAMED 


H. A. Clark, western manager of ti 
Firemen’s, who is president of the West- 
ern Insurance Bureau, has appointed th, 
standing committees of the Bureau as 
tollows: 

Conference 
man; C. H 


Ww D 


Coates, ¢ 


Williams 
ae 


Chair- 
Gorham, F. M 


Gund, Frank S. Danforth, Rawlings & 
Hewett, Benj. Auerbach, W. KE. W ollae- 
ger and C. H. Yunker. 


* * * 

Executive—C. N 
Cc. H. Coates, N. A. 
Ss. R. Kennedy, 
D. Williams, 


Gorham, Chairman: 
Weed, F. M. Gund. 
Rawlings & Hewett, W 
W. E. Wollaeger and C. H 


Yunker. Ex-officio: B. Auerbach and F 
S. Danforth 

* om * 
Grievanee—Victor Roth, Chairman: ( 
Weston Bailey, E. T. Tanner, E. T. Ly- 


ons and P. H 


Wittmott. 
* 


Arbitration—W D. Williams, Chair- 
man; C. H. Coates, E. E. Cole, A, F 
James and ©. H. Yunker. 


* * * 
Benj. Auerbach, Chairmar 
and C. H. ge unker 

* * 


Finance 
H. A. Clark 
W. E. Wollaeger, C} 


Membership iir- 
Tanner and 





man; D. W. Crane, E. T. 
E. G. Pieper 
* * . 

Map—. H Yunker, Chairman; C 
Weston Bailey and Rawlings & Hewett 
* 

Patrol—Victor Roth, Chairman: F. M 


Gund and H. W. Letton. 
* * . 


Program—F. M. Gund, Chairman; W 
F. Kramer and O. E. Strauch 
> * 


> 
Publicity and Education senj. Auer- 
bach, Chairman; F. S. Danforth and E 
T. Lyons 
* . > 
Traction—N. A. Weed, Chairman; J. H 
Gifford, C. N. Gorham, G. W. Unverzagt 
and F \. Rothier 
> > * 


F. S. Danforth, Ch: 


Gorham, E 


Uniform Forms 
man: H. A. Clark, C. N 


Tanner and C. H. Yunker 
> a > 

Cooperation of Bureau Field Men 
Rawlings & Hewett, Chairman; C. H 
Coates, C. N. Gorham, EF, T. Lyon nd 
Ek. T. Tanner 

” > - 

Supervisory g. A. Cierk, W. D. W 

liams and C. H. Yunker. 
> * * 

Multiplicity of Policy Forms—FE ver: 
Tanner, Chairman; W. E. Wollaeger and 
B. L. Hewett 
PLANS FOR THE MICHIGAN 
President Bulkley of the Springfield 


Hands Over the Money for 
the Financial Control 


Bulkley of ‘ 
ind John ¢ 


(;,eorge G 


lire & Marine 


l’re side nt 
Spr ingheld 


Harding of the western management 
Lave been in Detroit arranging for th¢ 
transfer of the control of the Michigan 
Fire & Marine to the Springfield. Pres 
ident Bulkley carried the draft for the 
purchase of the stock The Spring eld 
has not completed all arrangements for 
handling the company. There are five 
states in the central west handled direct 
from headquarters and there will be 1 
change in these states. In other sec- 
tions there are general agencies. Some 


have 


while 
there 


ducted on a profit 
have not. Un- 
considerable re- 


been con 
others 
will be 


of these 
ble basis 
doubtedly 
adjustment with some of 
side of the tive states in the 
in Western Union territory, the 
department of the Springfield will 
charge and will organize the field 


these 
central west 
western 
have 


heid 
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W hen your Customer 
does have an accident: 


When he rushes in to you all out of breath: 
When he needs your best assurance and strong- 
est confidence: Then how fine it is to lean back 
on the ATLAS Casualty Company and tell your 
client that all will be promptly and completely 
taken care of! He will be protected: he need 
not worry! 


All you need do is make a complete report to the 
ATLAS Casualty Company, and ATLAS will 
tend to all matters quickly, giving every protec- 
tion to the insured and settling every claim 
promptly and satisfactorily. 


The ATLAS Casualty Company specializes in 
automobile insurance exclusively. It provides 
facilities for writing every coverage—fire, 
theft, liability, property damage, collision. tor 
nado—in one policy. It helps you sell the 
ATLAS policy and build a large volume of 
business. It settles every claim promptly. mak 
ing for satisfied policyholders and 100% re 
newals for you. 


That is why the ATLAS contract is so desir 
able to agents in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Missouri and Pennsylvania. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Operating in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
Michigan, Missouri and Pennsylvania 
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will be none too soon to follow 
Tom’s advice. If it hadn’t been for 
that live-wire Pennsylvania F ire 
Insurance Company Agent’s call 
last night we would still be as much 
in the dark as we were. He is 
persistent isn’t he‘ And how 
earnest he is.” 
“But just what was that 
*‘Keep-a-roof-over-your-head’ insur- 
ance Tom was talking about, John /” 
“Why, that is Rental Value insur- 
ance which gives us cash money so 
we can rent a place to live some- 
where whenever fire or windstorm or 
explosion puts us out of our home.” 


“Well, John, don’t you think that 
that protection is Just as necessary 


as fire insurance?” 


“Yes, dear, and | am going to have 





it attached to our policy when I see 


‘yr ’ ‘s " . _ 99 
fom tomorrow morning. 


al 





But too often “tomorrow is too late.” 


5d 


Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Company Agents always try 
to protect tenant-owners with (A) Rental Value cash money 
protection when they deliver the Fire Policy and (B) Rent 
policies to all owners of rented properties, whether residential 
or business structures. 





Our Agency aids are helping to enlighten Fire % 
Policyholders and to increase our agents 
commissions about 10% on the average. - 





*Registered. -O— © 1927 
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PREMIUMS IN ILLINOIS 
FOR 1926 ARE SHOWN 


STATE LEADERS ARE GIVEN 


Total for All Classes Was $72,625,290 
With Incurred Losses Amount- 
ing to $37,308,614 


The Illinois insurance department has 
gotten out the preliminary statement 
showing the fire insurance business in 
the state last year. The total premiums 
of all classes amounted to $72,625,290 
with incurred losses $37,308,614. The 
classes of companies are as follows: 


Prems. Losses 
Illinois stock co’s..$ 1,208,738 488,914 
Other state stock.. 54,148,336 28,586,140 
Foreign companies. 12,454,405 7,050,560 
Illinois mutuals.... 761,403 143,446 
Other state mutuals 3,684,488 835,089 
Illinois reciprocals 116,908 34,999 
Other state recip.. 147,300 110,433 
American Lloyds... 71,350 37,406 
London Lloyds..... 32,363 15,201 


Illinois Companies 


Of the Illinois companies there are 
three leaders in premiums that ran very 
close together, they being the Chicago 
Fire & Marine with $243,618 premiums 
and $156,236 losses and the National Re- 
serve, the running mate of the Dubuque 
Fire & Marine having $240,858 prem- 
iums and $75,275 losses, the Millers Na- 
tional with $249,970 premiums and $110,- 
915 losses. Other Illinois companies 
with over $100,000 premiums are the 
Fort Dearborn Automobile of Chicago 
with $150,168 premiums, $76,646 losses; 
Great Lakes of Chicago, $101,715 prem- 
iums and $29,874 losses; Illinois Fire, 
$135,951 premiums, $36,475 losses. Other 
companies with over $200,000 premiums 
in the state are: 






Prems. Losses 

MARE. cdcudiocveves $2,522,449 $1,834,756 
Agricultural ....... 337,698 1 2,894 
BUMGRSO, FE. cscces 262,204 1 8 
American Alliance 232,441 1 3 
American Central .. 429,691 2 1 
American Eagle .... 354,306 2 2 
American, N, J. .... 1,891,054 7 2 
Automobile ........ 1,269,315 1,3 21 
DL toc acedes cana 396,038 2 9 
POMEEEO cicccsccress 203,703 1 95 
COMMGOR 2c cccrcecess 349,065 2 21 
Concordia .......... 1 44 
Connecticut ........ 202,439 
Continental ........ 953,310 
Dubuque F. & M.... 155,626 
Employers Fire .... 88,196 
Fidelity-Phenix 900,326 
Fire Association 404,453 
Fireman’s Fund .... 447,253 
Firemen’s, N. J..... 282,111 
WEGMAN cecdccssse 309,399 261,765 
General Exchange .. 486,263 331,687 
Glens Falls ........ 664,682 306,048 
Globe & Rutgers.... 1,087,760 631,173 
Great American .... 1,110,316 610,418 
SE wresenesese 572,059 255,459 
BUAPtlOra ..cvccccccs Bpeeaeet 1,098,273 
|S eee 2,015,031 984,314 
Ins, Co. of N. A..... 2,322,156 1,168,999 
OT SEEPS T SS 331,053 176,618 
International, N. Y.. 334,476 266,467 
Mechanics, Pa. ..... 308,113 133,906 
ee 217,023 120,050 
Merchants, N. Y. ... 552,873 209,027 
Milwaukee Mech. ... 685,214 324,650 
Nat.-Ben Franklin . 232,948 93,902 
National, Ct. ...... 2,258,325 1,100,953 
National Liberty ... 671,523 344,014 
National Union .... 402,995 273,507 
Newark Fire ....... 303,373 181,197 
New Hampshire .... 315,290 174,571 
New York Und. .... 683,440 315,341 
ges wade 66 6.6 3,330 315,340 
Northern, N. Y. 299,823 77,786 
IOOTEm BVOF .ccccse 959,331 327,015 
Northwestern Nat... 407,653 197,341 
OPIORE ccccccsveccce 418,465 180,651 
Pennsylvania ...... 403,669 192,418 
PEREs Gils cocccces 816,307 335,870 
Providence Wash. .. 391,114 118,665 
OG seed eannes wes 469,523 217,019 
St. Paul F. & M..... 1,602,059 621,172 
Security, Ct. ....... 742,023 323,537 
Southern Home . 82,067 39,865 
BOrimnGmela coerce 1,197,959 575,027 
Travelers Fire ..... 421,982 179,003 
OM”. aaer 1,092,497 566,137 
Westchester ....... 706,890 558,661 
DEE Sccwhncrsncaves 282,328 166,19 

Caledonian ........ 234,616 127,405 
Pn! -cscecesocne 209,765 110,388 
Commercial Union 1,099,774 398,833 
Eagle Star ........ 03,559 260,470 
Re Me La B@ Go cccsccs 765,106 437,027 
London & Lancashire 353,014 185,824 
BIMGOR cacccoccesse 510,826 255,661 
North B. & M....... 409,436 252,672 
Northern, Eng. ..... 342,703 173,563 
PRIMtine .ncscsecsss 325,121 200,012 
Phoenix, Eng. ...... 272,872 123,344 
Royal Exchange 259,728 169,727 
SED one n 50066480 1,216,394 641,016 
Scottish U. & N. 304,456 166,585 
Ph Scneceeenteves ee 479,163 267,942 
TED Sass rccountsees 228,949 164,499 
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| THE STATE OF CANNING INDUSTRY 








HE Automobile of Hartford 
"T through its underwriting depart- 
ment has sent out a bulletin dealing 
with the canning industry. It reaches 
the conclusion that from an underwrit- 
ing standpoint it would seem advisable 
that careful selection should be made 
of all jobbers and independent retailers 
as well as canners, with particular em- 
phasis on their financial condition and 
business outlook. The bulletin, quoting 
from the “Canning Age,” in part, says: 
“The canning industry is facing just 
now a Most critical situation. Never 
before has the distribution of canned 
goods been attended by so great con- 
fusion and such lack of orderly pro- 

cedure. 

Chain Store Competition 


“The independent retailer has been 
greatly affected by the new factor of 
chain store competition. It has been 
shown by exhaustive studies that the 
chain store is able to sell at 10 per- 
cent less than the independent grocer 
and still make a reasonable profit. Some 
independents are meeting the situation 
by giving an increase of service to the 
customer—telephone orders, deliveries, 
credit, etc. But the chain store now 
is beginning to experiment in customer 
service and it looks as though the in- 
dependent retailer might have to fight 
even harder in the future to sustain 
himself than he has had to do up to 
the present time. 


Cooperative Buying 


“Independent grocery dealers are in 
many instances seeking to meet chain 
store competition through cooperative 
buying. Such buying organizations 
operate all the way from collective pur- 
chasing of a few staple lines up to the 
actual ownership of large wholesale or- 
ganizations. It has been estimated that 
approximately 35 to 40 percent of the 


canner’s pack in this country is dis- 
tributed through the chain store, and 
that this percentage is expanding rapidly. 
Already in certain big cities of the 
east, like New York and Philadelphia, 
about 90 percent of the groceries sold 
are distributed by chain stores. In Chi- 
cago and its suburbs the proportion is 
not far from 65 percent. One of the 
largest sales agencies in Chicago han- 
dling fruits and vegetables reports that 
60 percent of its products are dis- 
tributed in the city and its vicinity 
through chain stores. One 1,000,000- 
case cannery in the middle west sells 
75 percent of its pack to chain organ- 
izations. West of the Mississippi the 
proportion of chain-sold groceries and 
canned goods is much smaller, but the 
“chain” is expanding rapidly in this 
region. 
Attitude of the Jobber 


“The change of chief moment that 
has come into the distribution field of 
the canning industry is that which has 
to do with the changed attitude of the 
jobber toward the buying of futures. 
The food packer is thus thrown upon 
his own resources or must find other 
means of financing his operations. It 
might be well to point out here that 
there are also other industries in which 
the buying of futures just now is not 
in vogue; the canning industry merely 
shows many of the same signs of dis- 
tress that are to be noted elsewhere. 


Has Peak Load Production 


“The canning industry is typically 
one with peak load production and re- 
quires orderly marketing throughout the 
balance of the year. If a canner had 
enough money in his business so that 
he did not need to borrow at the peak 
requirement season, the result would be 
that a good part of the year he would 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 43) 








Prems. Losses 
See, EE, weccces 253,662 185,807 
INI a iat an a 24.0:6:0 517,432 294,215 
Millers National 249,969 110,915 
Boston Manufac. ... 224,172 16,538 
Firemen’s Mutual .. 241,634 11,969 


MUTUAL COMPANIES TO MEET 


Annual Convention Scheduled to Be 
Held in Minneapolis June 8-9— 
Program Announced 


On June 8-9 the annual convention 
of the Northwestern Association of 
Mutual Insurance Companies, of which 
S. H. Scallen of Mitchell, S. D., is 
president, will be held in the Curtis 
hotel, Minneapolis. Following reading 
of the secretary’s and treasurer’s re- 
ports on the first day the following 
addresses will be made: 

“Insurance Education,” by John H. 
DeWild, editor “Northwest Commercial 
Bulletin;” “The Three Laws of Man- 
agement,” by Dr. Stanley L. Krebs of 
Fairland, Ind. 

On the second day addresses will be 
made as follows: 

“Rating Problems,” Arthur A. Stind- 
wick, chief. inspector, General Inspec- 
tion Bureau; “The Double Pull in In- 
surance Salesmanship,” Dr. Stanley L. 
Krebs; “What One Insurance Company 
Owes Another,” H. P. Janisch, Chicago, 
general manager American Mutual Alli- 
ance. 

At the banquet on the evening of the 
second day Dr. Krebs will speak on 
“Bouncing the Blues.” 


Death of C. B. Shove 


MINNEAPOLIS, June 1.—Corne- 
lius B. Shove, for many years a leading 
fire insurance agent in Minneapolis, is 
dead at the age of 86. He came in 
Minneapolis in 1875 and was engaged 
in fire insurance writing for 30 years 





or more. He was one of the organizers 
of the Minneapolis Board and was its 
president at one time. 


Columbia Scholarships Offered 


Free scholarships in fire insurance in 
Columbia University have been arranged 
for graduates of high schools and are 
being offered by fire insurance com- 
panies to a number of young men who 
desire to make fire insurance their life 
work. The course covers two years. 
The students will work in the com- 
panies home offices during the fore- 
noons and attend classes in the after- 
noons, receiving $40 a month for part 
time and $80 a month for full time. 
Inquiries as to the course offered should 
be addressed to E. H. Hardy, assistant 
manager, New York Fire Insurance Ex- 
change, 85 John street, New York. 

Subjects included in the course in- 
clude English composition, principles of 
economics, accounting, general chem- 
istry, introduction to the study of busi- 
ness law, trigonometry, insurance prac- 
tice, business English and commercial 
correspondence, elements of business 
administration, business statistics, mathe- 
matics of finance, insurance office or- 
ganization and fire insurance rating. 


F. W. P. Rutter’s Comment 


Referring to fire underwriting condi- 
tions in the United States, F. W. Pas- 
coe Rutter, governor of the London & 
Lancashire, in his recent annual address 
to stockholders of the company, after 
noting that the business here was de- 
pendent on the banking element of the 
business to increase ‘net surplus ac- 
counts, spoke appreciatively of the 
launching of the Eastern Underwriters 
Association, which he felt “has a pros- 
pect of exercising real and effective 
control” over the territory under its 
jurisdiction. 





———= 


SEE FIELD FOR EXPLOSION 
INSURANCE IN MICHIGAN 


REPORT SEVERAL ACCIDENTs 


Publicity Given to Series of Mishaps 
Has Prepared Way for Solici- 
tation By Agents 


LANSING, MICH., June 1.—Insur- 
ance men see this state as unusually 
workable territory for explosion insur- 
ance during the next few weeks as the 
result of a series of blasts in Michigan 
which have taken 70 or 80 lives and 
have caused property damage running 
into the millions. While the Briggs 
plant disaster in Detroit caused most 
of the property damage, the dangerous 
tendency which has been noted is suffi- 
cient threat, it is held, to create a real 
demand for this form of coverage. 


Other Explosions Recorded 


In addition to the deadly dynamite 
blast at Bath which took so many lives, 
three other explosions of more or less 
importance were recorded in the state. 
One of these, at the plant of the Grand 
Rapids Metal Craft company, was an- 
other pyroxylin lacquer blast, similar to 
that which destroyed the Briggs plant. 
The explosion occurred in a_lacquer- 
spraying booth and is said by eye-wit- 
nesses to have been caused by the 
breaking of a light bulb, instantly ignit- 
ing the highly combustible fumes from 


the pyroxylin-base lacquer. The blast 
injured a man seriously and a girl 
worker was also. burned painfully. 


Quick work on the part of fire-fighters 
curbed spread of the fire following the 
explosion and the total damage was 
estimated at $2,000. Six barrels of lac- 
quer stored near the spraying booths 
were not reached by the flames. Insur- 
ance men say that unless all factories 
comply to the letter with the orders of 
the department of labor and industry 
in relation to the pyroxylin hazard, the 
companies will find it necessary to do 
something drastic to bring about a 
change in conditions.~ Proper ventila- 
tion, as ordered by the department, will, 
it is believed, greatly reduce the hazard, 
and grounding of the metal spraying 
head and metal objects being sprayed, 
while this would probably not have 
been effective in the Grand Rapids case, 
it is claimed, will better the situation 
considerably as_ static electricity is 
thought to be a frequent cause of lacquer 
fires. 
Catastrophe Due to Spark 


A compressed air tank exploded at 
the plant of the Roamer Motor Car 
Company, Kalamazoo, killing one man. 
Static electricity from a cat’s hair is be- 
lieved to have ignited the gas in the 
lethal chamber of the pound at Grand 
Rapids, resulting in a blast of sufficient 
force to injure two attendants and kill 
the cat. The animal was about to be 
gassed to death, it was said, and was 
being placed in the tank for the purpose 
when the explosion occurred. 


Field Day Plans Completed 


Final details of the plans for the 
outing of the Cook County Field Club 
at Nippersink, Wis., June 17, have been 
made and the secretary has issued an 
announcement urging'‘all who wish to 
participate to make reservations as early 
as possible. Tickets are available from 
the following members of the Field Day 
committee: 

G. A. Mavon, 323 South Wells street; 
John J. Ferguson, 2168 Insurance Ex- 
change; L. P. Warren, 1637 Insurance 
Exchange; W. R. Putz, 1564 Insurance 
Exchange; D. F. Spencer, 1144 Insur- 
ance Exchange, and C. M. Hayden, 
Room 1330, 166 West Jackson. 


Harry L. Simpson, Pacific Coast man- 
ager of the Connecticut and Westches- 
ter, is spending several weeks on an 
agency trip through the Pacific north- 
west. 
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d ae Insurance is as old as the Sun’ S M O 5 H E R E D 


PS Keep your face toward the Sun 
Never-Had-a-Chance! 





And the Shadows will fall behind you 





HAM—Down goes the cover 
—Shh—dry steam pours in 
—and the naptha fire is extin- 


guished! 


Fifteen seconds or less and 
it is all over—the cleaning fluids 
unharmed and the fabric un- 
damaged 


That is what Schlesco-Shure 


Does— 


ae 
4 


And in doing it makes an- 
other customer for you—if you 
are the one who recommended 
the installation 





the Established in 1710 . 
2 The Oldest Insurance Company Get the details today. Use 


rill, in the World the coupon. 
ing Coverages Effected \ 


ed, FIRE—RIOT AND CIVIL COMMOTION—USE AND OCCUPANCY— 
ave RENTS AND RENTAL VALUE—LEASEHOLD—LIGHTNING— 
ise, INLAND MARINE—OCEAN MARINE—TOURIST FLOATER 


ion —-SALESMEN’S FLOATER—WINDSTORM—YACHT AND 
1S MOTOR BOAT-—-ALL RISK PERSONAL JEWELRY 7 
uer —ALL RISK PERSONAL FURS—ALL RISK C. CSCOS yi 2 
TOURIST FLOATERS—JEWELER’S BLOCK 


POLICIES—-AUTOMOBILE—EXPLOSION 





at —PUBLIC LIABILITY—MERCHAN 


Car DISE IN TRANSIT, via Truck, ‘ MANUFACTURING @ COMPANY 
os Rail or er or Trip 4 DES Tr we A a 


oat AUTOMOBILE FULL COVERAGE THE GLOVER SALES CO. 
kill Including Public Liability Issued in One Joint Policy of KANSAS CITY, MO. 


was SUN INSURANCE )F FICE and Exclusive Distributors of Schlesco-Shure Products to Dry Cleaners 
ose SUN INDEMNITY COMPANY 











*.  SCHLESCO-SHURE MAKES AN UNDESIRABLE LINE DESIRABLE 


SUN INSURANCE Ginvitea * 


the of London . 


cn The Patriotic Jnsurance Co. om, * 


to The Sun Indemnity Co. Shure Mig. Co... 


Des Moines, la. 


‘om itt oe I am interested in \“@ 
Jay Schlesco-Shure.Send \ 


— me complete informa- \ 
: tion on how the units 
set; United States Branch work and how dry clean- ‘\ 
Ex- 55 Fifth Ave., New York a 7. ~~ may oe * 

Pr "Kk tO. 8. Bee. cure m. SCHLESCO-SHURE UNITS are listed as stand- 
nce es.on T. Kelsey, U. S. Mgr ard by Underwriters Laboratories. 




























Western Department Marine Department WMaMe ....ccccssecccccccseevcece \ Appreved by N. Y. Industrial Code Commission. 


Wrigley Bldg., Chicago 11S. William St., New York , \ Approved and mmended by prominent Incur- 
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General Agents \ all State and City Fire Regulations. 
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How a Conscientious Agent Works 


Of the 10,000 inhabitants of Garland, 
Tex., one of the communities especially 
hard hit by last week's tornado, scarce 
a family but has reason to bless the 
name of the late George A. Alexander, 
long time insurance agent of the town 
Many storm victims were not aware they 
had any tornado coverage until so ad- 
vised by the insurance agency So im- 
pressed was he by the importance of his 
responsibilities as a local agent that he 
wrote for his clients the insurance cover 
his long experience taught him they 
needed, and sent them the bill. In the 
face of the constant contentions of the 


taking protection 


Mr. 
that in 


that they actually 
ALEXANDER appreciated the 


the 


need. 
fact 
folk 
as they 


his town of Garland, 


needed tornado insurance as much 


did He 


to write the combined policy. 


fire. therefore did not 


hesitate 


After a storm there is often much 
wailing because those suffering dam- 
age have no insurance or but little. In- 


after all is a real shock absorber 
\t that 


surance 


in time of disaster and trouble. 








} to quote 


| the 


mutuals and reciprocals that the local 
agent is a useless expense, for which time when people’s minds are greatly 
7 lh eg “0 md cane md Port i ue agitated the knowledge that they will 
portance of the agent in fitting insur- have the substance help restore what 
ance to the assured’s needs In the has been destroyed or damaged is cer- 
opinion of the Garland storm survivors, : p " : 
no obituary could do justice to the dis- tainly a comfort and gives one courage 
interested service rendered by Mr. Alex- It is a beautiful thought expressed in 
ander Being dead, vet he lives | 
the story that Mr. ALEXANDER, no longer 
living, has left a monument in the hearts | 
THe above was a simple news item of his policyholders by the work he did 
appearing in THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER in protecting them against windstorm 
of recent date. It bears repetition be- disaster Garland was hard hit and 
cause it tells a story of pathos, inti- many of Mr. ALEXANDeR’s policyholders 
mately linked with vision, intelligence today rejoice that a local agent appre- | 
and a love of humankind. Many local ciated their needs and fitted their poli- | 
agents fear to insist on their assureds cies accordingly. 
| 
Fire P ti d F 
tre Frevention an armers | 
[HE insurance companies are doing tive callings, who are giving the matter | 
much work to enlighten farmers in fire their active attention. 
prevention subjects. They have de- The publicity division has been de- | 
voted much attention to property losses veloped by the fire prevention depart- | 
in towns and cities and pointed out ment of the Western Actuartat Bv- | 
means of prevention but organized work kEAU of Chicago to such an extent that 
for the farms was taken up later. For regular news bulletins dealing with farm 
instance, in March of last vear the ag- fire prevention and kindred subjects are 
ricultural committee of the NatTIonAL being sent to 15 of the leading farm 
hire Waste Councu. was created to journals in the middle west and state 
stimulate interest among the farmers farm bureau federation publications. In | 
and to outline definite courses The addition the radio has been enlisted in | 
vork of this committee was divided into the work of spreading the gospel of | 
tour main divisions. One committee, farm fire prevention. Numerous short 
tor example, is taking up fire protection talks on the subject are being broad- 
for farm buildings, making suggestion as casted from leading stations throughout 
to location and construction (nother the territory, by men who are thoroughly 
is considering rural fire departments and competent to deal with the subject. | 
equipment and methods for fire protec- At the recent annual meeting of the | 
tion on the farms. Membership on the AMERICAN Farm Bureau FEDERATION in 


committee was drawn from all the lead- 


ing agricultural 


the 


organizations, such as 


national Department of Agriculture, 


State agricultural bureaus, \MERICAN 


SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURAI LE. NGINEERS, 
I-pITORS 
etc. It 


30 leading men 


\GRICULTURAI ASSOCIATION, 


I-arM ASSOCIATION, now 


consists 


of about respec 


Chicago, a visual educational plan for 


the atten- 
agriculturalists was installed. It 


bringing fire prevention to 


tion of 
was designed to emphasize the need and 


importance of fire prevention on the 


farm. Some 15 state fire prevention as- 


sociations now have farm fire prevention 


committees and they are 


functioning well, | 
| 


Col. Ernest S. Olmsted of the Olm- | York City department. 


sted Insurance Agency, Des Moines, 
lowa, accompanied by Mrs. Olmsted, 
leaves Thursday for the Hawaiian 
Islands. They will sail from San Fran- 
cisco June 8 on the Matsonia. Their 
trip will include stops at Honolulu and 
Hilo. They will leave the islands on 
July 20 and will return to Des Moines 
early in August. 


John Palen, vice-president of the Du- 
buque Fire & Marine and for the past 
15 years head of a large local agency 
at Dubuque, died last week 
an extended illness. He became 
ed with the Dubuque Fire & 
1887 as an office boy, and became 
sistant secretary in 1912. He had been 
vice-president for a number of years. 


affiliat- 


as- 


ee 





Zorn in Totten- 
| ville, N. Y., which was named for hic 
| great grandfather. Hobby, nat's 

new?” 

Harry F. Lahr, superintendent bro- 
kerage and service department. Bor; 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. Hobby, “What car 
1 do for you? 

R. C. Angus, chief accountant. Born 
in New York City of Scotch parentage. 
Hobby, camping. 

W. J. Horan, loss supervisor. Born 
in Chicago on the Fourth of July. Hob- 


following | 


Marine in | 


George D. Markham, head of the W. | 


H. Markham & Co. agency, St. 
Was unanimously re-elected an 
vice-president of the St. Louis Sym- 
phony Orchestra. Mr. Markham was 
also chairman of the meeting at which 
the annual election was held. For many 
vears he has been prominent in the at- 
fairs of the organization. Annually he 
generous contributor to the large 
fund needed to make up the deficit in 
the upkeep of the orchestra, which is 
not self-sustaining. 


active 


Is a 


There will be four generations in the 
Case local agency at Marion, Kan. 
Rosse Case is now the active head of 
the agency, his son, Alex, being in part- 
nership with him. Last month 
was born to the junior member of 
firm. The father of .Rosse C 
founded the agency, is still 
has retired from business. & Son 
advertise that the agency has been lo- 
cated in the same place for 60 years. 
With the birth of another Case the firm 
believes it is assured of the 


perpetuation 
of the business for 70 or SO years. 


a son 
the 
ase, Who 
living, but 


ase 


Associates of Fred B. Seymour, treas- 
urer of the National Fire, heaped con- 
gratulation and more material tokens of 
esteem on him last week in celebration 
of the forty-fifth anniversary of his con- 
nection with the company Mr. Sey 
mour joined the company as a_book- 
keepe r and rose to 
by consistent effort 
Northern Assurance of London, 
from its house organ, “Northern 
Lights” is not a cold, impersonal in- 
stitution; rather it is a human organiza 
tion. Here are listed in charge ot 
company’s activities this side of 
water, and their outside hobbies: 

R. P. Barbour, manager. Born in a 
Presbyterian parsonage in central New 
York. Hobby, outdoor sports 

H. N. Kelsey, deputy manager. Bor 
in St. Marys, Ohio: son of an insurance 
man. Hobby, country life 

a Cooper, secretary 
“Old Chelsea,” New York City 
“the farm.” 

H. D. Lewis. 
n Winona, Minn 

J. V. Lane, assistant manager. 
in Starcross, Eng., of seafaring 
Went round the world twice 


his present position 


The 


those 
on 
the 


Born in 
Hobby, 
Born 


assis 


tant manager. 
Hobby, music 


Born 
parents 
and settled 


in U. S. A. when fifteen. Hobby, fish- 
ing 

L. W. Grupe, general agent. Born in 
Detroit. Mich., but does not like motor- 
ing. Hobby. biography 

J. D. Erskine, general agent. Born 
in Mt. Vernon, N. Y.: graduate of Ham- 
iiton college. Hobby, reading. 

Frank Howard, superintendent im- 
proved risk department. Born in Glas- 


sop, England; came to U. S. A. at 18 
Hobby. gardening 
H. D. Stocker, superintendent auto- 
mobile and side line department. Born 
in New York City; parents moving her: 
from Iowa. Hobby, motoring and golf. 
B. G. Graham, local secretary New 


Louis, } 





by. radio. 

Charles A. McCotter, organizer of th 
Grain Dealers National Mutual Fire 
and its secretary and manager from the 
beginning, died at his home in Indiana- 
polis on Thursday, aged 65, following 
a stroke of apoplexy the Saturday be- 
fore, from which he never regained 
consciousness. Mr. McCotter was high- 
ly regarded not only in the mutual ranks 


Lut counted among his friends many 
men prominent in stock insurance 
circles. He entered the fire insurance 


business in Minneapolis in 1886 and for 
several years traveled for the Millers 
National of Chicago. He went to In- 
dianapolis in 1902 and organized the 
Grain Dealers National Mutual. He 
took an interest in association work 
and served as president of the National 
Association of Mutual Fire Insurance 
Companies and also of the Federatio: 
of Mutual Fire Insurance Companies. 
He was a speaker one year on the pro- 
gram of the Fire Underwriters Asso- 
ciation of the Northwest. For many 
years he served as keeper of the golden 
goose egg of the Indiana Blue 
and took an active interest in the order 


( moose 


editor of the “East- 
tr Ne Ww York, is leav- 


Clarence —., 
ern Underwriter” o 
ing ina - ge for an extended trip 
abroad. He will spend most of the time 
in Turkey. 


few 


Donald G. North, well known local 
agent at New Haven, Conn., and mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the 
National Association of Insurance 


Agents, sailed for Europe last week with 


some 3000 Rotarians who left to at- 
tend the International Rotary Conven- 
tion at Ostend. Mr. North is president 
of the New Haven Rotary Club. Last 
week he spoke before the casualty grou 
of the Insurance Advertising Confer- 
| ence. 

D. W. Andrews of Grand Haven 
Mich., former field man and now at 
adjuster, has been spending the winter 
at Carmel, Cal. He expects to retur 
to Grand Haven the last of June 

Louis K. Ives, special agent of the 


Springtield Fire & Marine in Connecti- 
cut and western Massachusetts, was 
married this week ‘at Philadelphia. Mr 
Ives is the son of President Ralph B 
Ives of the Aetna and is making his 
mark in the field He was ae 


connected with the western department 


at Chicago 


Frank L. wre 


Pacific Coast mat 


ager of the Norwich Union Fire lett 
May 29 for New York City, where ht 
will sail for London to visit the hom 
office of the company Mr. Hunter ex 
pects to be away from his office tor 
about three months 

Lyle Stephenson, prominent Kansas 
City local agent of this city, was elected 
a member of the board of directors 0! 
the Chamber of Commerce at a recent 
neeting. Mr Stephenson has been 
active in the work of the chamber sev- 
eral years, and has taken an import ant 


part in the five-year industrial expansio 
program which is now in progress. 
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VERNOR SENDS HOME TRUTHS | 


Militant Apestle of Fire Prevention 
Gives a Talk Before the Insurance 


Seciety of Cincinnati 
At the meeting of the Insurance So- 
ciety of Cincinnati last week addresses 


were made by Joseph D. Ke ating. Ohio 
state agent of the Palatine, and R. E. 
Vernor of Chicago, manager of the fire 
prevention department of the Western 
Actuarial Bureau. Mr. Vernor referred 
o Cincinnati as the “cradle of fire pre- 


vention.” He said that 20 years ago a | 
fire prevention organization was started 
in that city which has grown today to 


be an international society. He recalled 


the recent tornado at Poplar Bluffs, Mo.., | 


which caused much damage, killing and’ 
injuring many people. In comparison 
with the great tragedy resulting from 
fire, Mr. 
tornado was only a drop in the bucket. 

He urged the enforcement of building 
codes and ordinances relative to fire 
safety. Mr. Vernor feels that sometimes 


too much stress is placed on the prop- 


Vernor said that the recent | 


erty loss from fire and Ds 0 little on the | 


human loss. He said that fire preven- 
ion hecomes a Bm seh ing human study 
“ol one considers the great ‘property 
values that should be protected and the 
hundreds of thousands of people work- 
ing in all sorts of buildings relying on 
fire safety methods to protect it. Mr 
Verno r explained that fire loss com- 
pletely demolishes capital and therefore 
is a direct economic loss. It is a mis- 
take, he thinks, to feel that only fire 
department men or those assigned to 
fire safety should be the only ones to 
tempt to reduce the great loss by fire. 
He asserted that insurance is the founda- 
tion of the credit system and it serves 
shock 
nsurance companies are ende call 
point out to the public the reaps wy 
iat rests on the people for cutting down 


fire loss. 


as an economic absorber. 








Death cf R. S. Deatrick 
Robert S. Deatrick of Columbus, O., 


the Home of New York 


special agent of 


nd affiliated companies, died suddenly 


2 few days ago. The funeral was held 
Tuesday. Mr. De ~~ was the son o 
State Agent Claude T. Deatrick a1 
many friends throughout the state. He 
a veteran in the field. 
Defiance. 


id had 


vas 39 vears old. 
burial was at 


Ohio Legis’ature Adjourns 
COLU MBUS, O., Mav 31.—Without 


sacting any business the general as- 

y of Ohio today adiourned sine die 

Only six of the 37 members of the sen- 
ind 34 of the 136 in the house were 

resent It was expected an_ effort 
ld be made to repeal the Mvers bill. 
ch increases the tax on premium 


foreign msurance comp ¥ 
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Ohio Notes 
Ezra ( Anstaett, manager of tl Farn 
Bureau) Mutual Automobile, Columbus. 
. has been elect ed a member of th 
PRISIAti ve ymmitt of he | 1 itior 
f Mutual Insur: ance Companies of 
Ohio to su it , J. W. MeCor 
f 4 imbus 
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LOYAL TO PRINCIPLE—TO LOYAL AGENTS, LOYAL 





NEAL BASSE 


ASSETS 
$27,602,649.57 


$5,648,862.17 


$4,452,703.00 


$4,725,350.94 


$4,600,981.46 


$5,261,240.09 


$724,764.95 


TT, President 
A. H. HASSINGER, Vice-President and Secretary 


TOTAL ASSETS 


$53,016,552.18 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
~——- Department 


HERBERT A. CLARK, Manager 


JOHN KAY, Vice-President and Treasurer 
WELLS T. BASSETT, Vice-President and Secretary 


JANUARY IST, 1927, STATEMENTS 





ORGANIZED 1855 


FIREMEN’S INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 


NET SURPLUS 
$4,805,721.91 





CAPITAL LIABILITIES 
$5,000,000.00 $17,796,927.66 
ORGANIZED 1853 


THE GIRARD F. & M. INSURANCE CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


$1,000,000.00 $2,938,563.59 


ORGANIZED 1854 





MECHANICS INSURANCE CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


$600,000.00 $2,748,734.22 





RGANIZED 1 


NATIONAL-BEN FRANKLIN FIRE INS. CO. 


OF PITTSBURGH, PA. 


$1,000,000.00 $2,702,814.94 





ORGANIZED 1871 
SUPERIOR FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


OF PITTSBURGH, PA. 
$2,598,996.65 


$1,000,000.00 





GANIZED 1870 


CONCORDIA FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


OF MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


$1,000,000.00 $2,942,034.49 





ORGANIZED 1886 
CAPITAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


OF CONCORD, N. H. 


$300,000.00 $733.34 





TOTAL LIABILITIES 


$31,728,804.89 


HOME OFFICES 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
CONCORD, N. H. 








DEPARTMENT OFFICES 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
— Department 


Rush Street 


$1,710,298.58 


$1,103,968.78 


$1,022,536.00 


$1,001,984.81 


$1,319,205.60 


$424,031.61 


TOTAL NET PREMIUMS 


MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


Ww. W. at E. G. POTTER, Managers 


SURPLUS 
POLICYHOLDERS 
$9,805,721.91 


$2,710,298.58 


$1,703,968.78 


$2,001 ,984.81 


$2,319,205.60 


$ 724,031.61 


$25,001,307.09 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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| Mattos’ Inspection Company 


This corporation reports on the underwriting aspects of heavy manu- 
facturing and imercantile properties throughout the following states: 


Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 


Ohio 


J. G. Hubbell 


H. B. Chrissinger 


incorporated 1903 


Indiana Kansas 
Illinois Kentucky 
lowa Tennessee 
Nebraska Oklahoma 
Missouri 


Managed by 


223 West Jackson Bivd., Chicago, If. 





R. L. Thiele 











Avromath RRS RANCE 


HOME OFFICE 


231 SouTH LASALLE STREET CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 














New St. Charles 


To better serve our many friends and patrons 

over *300,00000 has been expended in recon- 

struction and rehabilitation to maintain this 
famous hostelry as 


One of Americas Leading Hotels 


The ell ventilated ing rooms 
heh ape par fs cm. 


ACCOMMODATING OVER 1000 GUESTS 
Send for Hote] Folder: 
‘lustrated as Program for the asking 


ALFRED S.AMER ooCoO. Lid. 


NEW ORLEANS,LA 
| ewTicket Offices of all Transportation lines in lobby / 
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Confidence in Your 
Judgment 


Every client of yours feels that you, as an insur- 
ance man, have completely protected him 
against loss. He reposes his confidence in your 
judgment. You are the expert! And on you 
lies the responsibility. 


No matter how good you or your client may be 
at guessing or estimating values, you cannot 
know positively the true insurable value with- 
out an accurate *appraisal. 


Lloyd-Thomas *Appraisals give the true insur- 
able value—they are detailed and authoritative. 
Presenting to your client his need for an ap- 
praisal rounds out your service and stamps you 
as a dependable insurance man. 


*““WHAT iS AN APPRAISAL?—It is a comonlete classified juver 
tory of insurable property (except stock, merchandise and raw muate- 
rials). Each item of property is valued at todiy's cost to replace 


new. The amount of accrued 


depreciation is 
sound insurable value is given. 


determined and the 


“ITS ADVANTAGES—Ist—It discovers values that have 
long been written off the books through unscientific depreciation— 
2nd—It gives the agent, the assured, and the companies v«lue facts of 
property. 3rd—It makes for adequate insurance protection, for in 
nearly every instance it calls for additional insurance."’ 


The |loyd-Ihomas Co. 


RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES, 


—— 
Are Ase 


insurable 











4411 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 
120 Broadway, New York 


Cincinnati Cleveland Detroit Indianapolis 
St. Louis Milwaukee Pittsburgh Memphis 

Denver Toronto Minneapolis Kansas City 
Washington Los Angeles Atlanta Des Moines 

















FIRE REINSURANCE 
TREATIES 


Eagle Fire Insurance Company 
(NEW JERSEY) 


Baltica Insurance Co., Ltd. 
(DENMARK) 


Franklin W. Fort - Thomas B. Donaldson 
18 WASHINGTON PLACE, NEWARK, N. J. 

















plant of the Krumm Milling Company 
near Columbus, O., with a loss placed at 
$40,000. The fire was a spectacular one. 
Because of a lack of water the Columbus 
fire department was unable to give aid. 
Fire also destroyed the old Capital Mill- 


ing Company’s plant in the heart of Cos 
lumbus with a loss estimated at about 
$50,000. The building was occupied by 
the American Waste Paper Company, 
Its loss was $20,000 with $2,000 insur- 
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ARSON CONVICTION SECURED 
First of Three Men Accused of Firing 
Macatawa Beach Cottages Found 
Guilty on Two Counts 


ALLEGAN, MICH., June 1.—James | 


L. Eckert of Grand Rapids was convict- 
ed here on two counts, those of burn- 
ing a cottage and inducing another to 
burn a cottage in connection with the 
$350,000 fire which razed some 35 sum- 
mer homes at Macatawa Beach a few 
weeks ago. Sentence was delayed for 
a time to determine, it is understood, 
whether Eckert will turn state’s evidence 
in the forthcoming trial of George Ever- 
ett, also of Grand Rapids, 
charged with having negotiated with 
Eckert with a view to burning a cottage 
the insurance on which was in Everett's 
name. 

Earl Childs, who had confessed to the 
authorities that he was the one who 
actually applied the torch, was the chief 
state witness at the Eckert trial. Childs 
told the jury that he was hired by 
Eckert and that the latter showed him 
how to make a slow match. He flatly 
contradicted Eckert’s claim that he had 
withdrawn from the alleged plot be- 
cause of the chances it involved and the 
probability of adequate pay was remote. 
Childs said that Eckert promised him 
$500 for the job, declaring that he 
“would get his money, and plenty of it, 
from Everett later.” 

Fred G. Armstrong, arson investigator 
for the state fire marshal’s office, in co- 
operation with county officers and insur- 
ance men built up the case against the 
three men and largely because of his 
connection with the case, the state par- 
ticipated in the prosecution. 


Pay Tribute to H. H. Wright 


PORT HURON, MICH., June 1—Tribute 
to the memory of an outstanding figure 
for many years in Michigan and na- 
tional agency circles was paid by a large 
number of insurance notables at the fu- 
neral services for Harry H. Wright. 
veteran local agent, former president of 
the Michigan association and member of 
the conference committee of the asso- 
ciation at the time of his death. 

Among those attending the final rites 


were Commissioner Charles D. Living- 
ston, Lansing; President Lee A. Dudley 
of the Michigan association, Battle 
Creek: A. F,. Powrie and W. P. Robert- 
son, Chicago; Clyde B. Smith, Charles 
Rowe, and Norman Spencer, Lansing; 
John W. Newall and Phil J. Braun, 


Flint; A. N. McDougall, Detroit. 

Members of the Port Huron Insurance 
Exchange, who were named as honorary 
pall bearers, drafted resolutions denot- 
ing the affection and respect in which 
Mr. Wright was held by his fellow 
agents. 

The place that Mr. Wright held in the 
community and the influence he exerted 
in behalf of sound insurance were shown 
in an eulogy appearing in the editorial 
columns of the Port Huron “Times- 
Herald,” local daily newspaper. 


Plan Rural Waterworks System 


FAIRHAVEN, MICH., 
township is to be the 
the state, it is indicated, to take advan- 
tage of a new act passed by the Michi- 
gan legislature permitting townships to 
construct their own waterworks systems. 
Survey of the township has already been 
begun and a $100,000 system is planned, 
the cost to be allotted throughout a spe- 
cial assessment district laid out by the 
township board. The entire township will 
not be benefited nor will it share in the 
costs, but merely the assessment district 
which will extend from the city limits 
of New Baltimore to the east township 
limits at Perch Point and from Anchor 
Bay to a point north of the Dixie high- 
way. Assessed valuation of the district 
is $1,700,000. Extension of the plan 


June 1—TIra 
first township in 


who is | 








throughout the state, 
suburban areas, is expected to greatly 
reduce insurance rates in such districts 
and may eliminate dependence for pro- 
tection on the neighboring towns 


in unincorporated 


Defends Roofing Over Shingles 


BAY CITY, MICH., June 1—Defense of 
roofing laid over shingles as constitut- 
ing no additional fire hazard, was voiced 
by L. L. Williams of Bird & Son, Chi- 
cago, before the city commission last 
week. Bay City has adopted an anti- 
shingle ordinance and Mr, Williams ar- 
gued that the proposed building or- 
dinance, which would in its present form 
prohibit laying of roofing over shingles, 
is unfair to people of moderate means, 
He declared that the only added fire 
hazard lies in the difficulty of extin. 
guishing a blaze once it has got into the 
layer of shingles. In favor of the prac- 
tice, he cited the advantages of economy 
and conservation of heat inside houses 
roofed in this way. 


Will Inspect Sault Ste. Marie 


An unusual departure in the program 
of the Michigan State Fire Prevention 
Association will be the mid-summer in- 
spection of Sault Ste. Marie, recently 
arranged for by W. H. Gabriel and Oscar 
Wiche. Including the Commercial Club, 
of which John P. Old, well known local 
agent, is president, several of the local 
civic and business men’s organizations 
of the city have announced their purpose 
of co-operating in the inspection, sched- 
uled for Aug. 16. 


Give Mutual Another Chance 


LANSING, MICH., June 1—An effort 
will be made to restore the Cloverland 
Mutual Fire of Hancock to a _ sound 
financial basis without going through 
receivership, it was indicated this week 
by officials of the Michigan department. 
The department, it was said, will cooper- 
ate with the officers of the mutual to 
bring about an improved situation. 

The company’s attorney came to Lans- 
ing after the department had threatened 
a receivership as it was cited that the 
mutual was showing little progress to- 
ward straightening its affairs. He told 
department officials that the present offi- 
cers of the company are sincerely trying 
to rehabilitate it and that with the as- 
sistance of the department’ success 
seemed likely. 


Indiana Field Meetings 


According to present plans the annual 
outing of the field men’s organizations 
of Indiana will be held at Lake Wa- 
wasee, June 21-22. Annual meetings of 
several of the organizations will be held 
at that time, including the Field Club, 
the Blue Goose, the Fieldmen’s Relief 
Association, the Flower Fund Associa- 
tion. 





Michigan Notes 


License to operate in Michigan as a 
fraternal benefit society has been granted 
to the Police & Firemen’s Insurance As- 
sociation of Indianapolis. 

The Allied Fire of Utica, N. Y., has 
been licensed in Michigan to transact 
fire reinsurance. The Druggists Mutual 
of Algona, Ia., has also been admitted 
as a reinsurance carrier. 

Although Gerald Bell, Ferris institute 
student was found not guilty at Big 
Rapids, Mich., of the charge of setting 
fire to his rooming house, he will be tried 
again, it is stated by the authorities, on 
another count arising out of five fires 
which occurred at the home of Mrs. Jo- 
sephine Thorp. 

The city commission at Bay City, 
Mich., last week cut approximately $6,- 
000 from the fire department’s budget 
requests for the year, paring a $1,200 
item for repairing a hose house and de- 
ferring action on requests of the fire 
chief for $2,800 for vacation relief and 
$2,000 to pay injured firemen. Purchase 
of 2,000 additional feet of hose costing 


2,500 was approved. 





Illinois Notes 


Albert E. Ernst, manager of the Mc- 
Kinley Insurance Agency, Alton, Ill. 
Was awarded damages of $500 for in- 
juries suffered when bleachers eollapsed 
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Tourist Baggage 
Inland Transportation 
Use & Occupancy 


Acquire 


THE OLD “STATE OF PENN” 























AMERICAN ALLIANCE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
NEW YORK 


STATEMENT JANUARY I, 1927 


CAPITAL 


$2,000,000.00 


RESERVE FOR ALL OTHER LIABILITIES 


2,052,444.41 


NET SURPLUS 


3,676,806.27 


ASSETS 


7,729,250.68 


SURPLUS FOR THE PROTECTION OF POLICY HOLDERS 


$5,676,806.27 


LOSSES PAID POLICY HOLDERS 


$11,129,365.83 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
C. R. STREET, Vice-President 
310 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


























(Globe Wernicke) 


The pyramids—and Mrs. Sphinx testify that they 


were “built to endure”’. 
> 


The foundation of The Home of New York is built 
financially strong with sound underwriting methods 
to endure whatever conflagration or holocaust may 
occur to challenge its integrity. 

> 


Home agents appreciate this quality of enduring 
strength as an asset to their agency's reputation. 


© 


THE HOME Comeany NEW YORK 

















DETROIT NATIONAL FIRE 


Insurance y 
_ 231-233 John R. Street, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
O. K. MARCH, : . 
GEO. K. CH. President and Gen. Mgr WYNN C. GEROW, Secretary 





, Treasurer M. E. BLA Assistan Secretary 
ROBERT R. BUCKNELL, Assistant aaa” ’ 














Automobile 
Underwriters! 


You Need This Information on 
New and Used Cars 


You appreciate the value and the necessity of having 

true and up-to-the-minute data on new and used car 

market prices. 

“Auto Appraisal” is a complete service, supplemented 

by weekly bulletins and quarterly revisions. It is 

being used successfully by automobile dealers, finance 

companies, trade associations, and AUTOMOBILE 

UNDERWRITERS of Insurance companies. 

Here is the service at a glance. 

Section one. ; ; , F 
Complete information on new cars, including prices, specifications, type of motor, etc. 

Section two. ; : ; ; : 
Used car appraisals on all models from 1919 through 1926, including discontinued 
cars 

Section three ; - - 
Automobile data on all cars manufactured from 1917 to 1925 with all the various 
types and their capacity. Shows models, serial numbers, price of cor when new, etc. 

Section four. 
Truck appraisals 1917 through 1924, covering Ford, Chevrolet, Reo and Dodge. 

Let “Auto Appraisal” aid you in the successful underwriting of automobiles. Complete 

information—samples of the bulletins—pages from the manuals—and a list of the promi- 

nent users of our service will be sent at your request. 


Automobile Reference & Appraisal Bureau 


2970 West Grand Boulevard Detroit, Michigan 
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ZnsuranceAtorneys | 








ARKANSAS 


A Directory of Responsible Attorneys Specializing in 0 fesatence Law 


ILLINOIS 


IOWA 


MINNESOTA 














O. M. YOUNG 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Specializing in 
INSURANCE PRACTICE 


Merchants National Bank Building 
FORT SMITH 





COLORADO 





S. M. TRUE 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Suite 318 Insurance Building 
Fourteenth & Champa Sts. 

DENVER 





FLORIDA 





BECKES & JARVIS 


Attorneys and Counsellors at Law 
ORLANDO 


Practicing in all State and Federal Courts. 
Specializing in insurance matters. 


JOHN E. CASSIDY 
ATTORNEY 
Facilities to attend Investigations, 


Adjustments and Litigation in 
Central Illimois 


Henry E. Sampson Sidney J. Dillon 
SAMPSON & DILLON 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Suite 601 Register & Tribune Bldg. 











SPRINGFIELD 





INDIANA 





AIKEN, GRANT & AIKEN 


ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 
30S First National Sol Building 
FORT WAY 
ate: ADJUSTMENTS & 
TIGATION 
References: Hartford Accident & Indemnity 
Company; Norwich Union Indemnity Com- 
pany; Metropolitan Casualty Insurance Co. 





1004 Peoria Life Bldg. PEORIA DES MOINES 
KANSAS 
BROWN, HAY & STEPHEN: BEECHING & HALL 
714 First National Bank Bldg. I 


Insurance Litigation in Cen- 
tral and Western Kansas 




















JACKSON, DUPREE & CONE 
Citrus Exchange Building 
TAMPA 





ILLINOIS 





ALFRED R. BATES 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


189 W. Madison Street 
CHICAGO 








Frederick A. Brown 
1518 Otis Building 
CHICAGO 








Cassels, Potter & Bentley 
1060 The Rookery 
CHICAGO 











EKERN & MEYERS 
Insurance Attorneys 
208 So. La Salle St. 
CHICAGO 








HICKS & FOLONIE 


231 So. La Salle St. 
CHICAGO 








Silber, Isaacs, Silber & Woley 
Attorneys & Counselors 
HOME INSURANCE BUILDING 
CHICAGO 


Special Attention to the Law of 
Fire Insurance and Taxation 








BINGHAM, MENDENHALL 
& BINGHAM 
CONTINENTAL BANK BUILDING 
INDIANAPOLIS 








George A. Henry Delbert O. Wilmeth 


HENRY & WILMETH: 


Insurance Attorneys 
504-5 Mever-Kiser Bank Building 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Specially equipped to handle | 
Investigations—Adjustments— Litigation 





Stone, McDermott, Webb & 














a 
JOHN H. BURWELL 
ATTORNEY 
Adjusters—Auto, Casualty, Fire and Theft. 
Investigations, Appraisals and Adjustments. 
Trial of Cases in State and Federal Courts. 


Suite 846 Builders Exchange Bldg. 








MINNEAPOLIS 
~~ ae 
ERNEST E. WATSON 
All Lines 


Represent Companies Only 
Including Defense of Negligence 


936 Andrus Bldg. Minneapolis 











BUNDLIE & KELLEY 














Jchnson SAINT PAUL 
TOPEKA 

SEXTON, MORDAUNT & KENNEDY 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 
3enj. F. Hegler A. V. Roberts Adjusters and Investigators sent to any 
place in the Northwest 
HEGLER & ROBERTS 1601 Pioneer Building 
ST. PAUL 

WICHITA 

MISSOURI 

KENTUCKY 





JOHN P. HASWELL 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Lincoln Bank Building 
LOUISVILLE 








JAMES L. MURRAY 
AMERICAN CENTRAL LIFE BLDG 


INDIANAPOLIS 








Slaymaker, Turner, Merrell, 
Adams & Locke 
Attorneys specializing in All Phases of 
Fire, Marine, Life & Casualty 
Insurance Litigation 


751-760 Consoli’ated Bldg. 
INDIANAPOLIS 








JOHN H. KIPLINGER 


Lawyer 
American National Bank Bldg. 
RUSHVILLE 
Specially equipped to handle imsurance in- 
vestigations — adjustments — trial work, par- 
ticularly in southeastern Indiana. 








Oliver H. Miller Frederic M. Miller 


Miller Kelly Shuttleworth & McManus 
LAWYERS 


1315-1318 Equitable Building DES MOINES 


IOWA 
Jesse A. Miller I. D. Shuttleworth 
E. J. Kelly J. R. McManus 





MICHIGAN 





ALEXANDER & RUTTLE 


Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1433-1434 Dime Bank Building 
DETROIT 








Walters, Hicks, Carmichael & Head 


(Formerly weed ee and Walters 
icks) 
ALL LINES 
Represent Companies Only 
916-20 Ford Bldg. 
DETROIT 








DUNHAM & CHOLETTE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
1012-1016 Grand Rapids National Bank Bldg. 
GRAND RAPIDS 


HOGSETT & BOYLE 
Grand Ave. 
KANSAS CITY 


Temple Bldg. 











BBOTT, FAUNTLEROY, 
CULLEN & EDWARDS 


10th Floor 
Liberty Central Trust Co. Building 
ST. LOUIS 


Specializing in all branches of Insurance 
Litigation 











D. W. BURROUGHS 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Specializing in Automobile and 
Casualty Adjustments 
Phone. Main 2246 
440 Planters Building 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 





NEW JERSEY 





SAMUEL M. HOLLANDER 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 


Chamber of Commerce Bidg., Newark, N. J. 
Telephone 1140-1 Market 


Specialis: in the Law on Breach of Warranty 


and General Insurance Case 














NORTH CAROLINA 








LAURENCE W. SMITH 


Attorney and Counselor 
MICHIGAN TRUST BUILDING 
GRAND RAPIDS 





CALE K. BURGESS 


Insurance Investigations, Adjust- 
ments and Litigation 


RALEIGH 





AHIO 





Parrish, Cohen, Guthrie, 
Watters & Halloran 


Attorneys and Counselors at Law 


Register and Tribune Building 
DES MOINES 








THOMAS, SHIELDS 
& SILSBEE 
LAWYERS 


American State Savings Bank Bldg. 
LANSING 








HOWARD M. CROW 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
LEADER BUILDING 


CLEVELAND 
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OHIO (Ceon.) 


A Directory of Res 


in Insurance 


OKLAHOMA 


ible Attorneys Specializing 





WISCONSIN 








Rees H. Davis Fred J, Young Clare M. Vrooman 


DAVIS, YOUNG & VROOMAN 


Attorneys at Law 
Guardian Bldg. 
CLEVELAND 


= 





Rittenhouse, Lee, Webster & 
Rittenhouse 


American National Bank Bldg. 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


RICHMOND, JACKMAN, WILKIE 
and TOEBAAS 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 
Adjusters sent any place in Wisconsin 


111 S. Hamilton St. MADISON 








FORD, TAYLOR & HASSELMAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
1024 HANNA BUILDING 
CLEVELAND 


ROSS & THURMAN 
Braniff Bldg. 
OKLAHOMA CITY 





STEPHENS, SLETTELAND 
& SUTHERLAND 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Investigators and adjusters sent throughout state. 


412-415 First Central Bldg. 











MADISON 

















JOHN Hi. McNEAL 


Trial 
| 1367 E. Sixth St. Cleveland, O. 
ontinental Cas. Co.; Zurich 


epresenting—\ 

Gen. Acc. & Lish Ins. Co.; Eagle Ind. Co.: 
Central West Cas. Co.; New Amsterdam 
Cas. Co.; Republic Cas. Co.; U. S. Guar 
Co.: Am. Guar. Co.; Ind. Co. of Am.; and 
many others. 


awyer 





SOUTH CAROLINA 





CORNELIUS OTTS 


LAWYER 
SPARTANBURG 











| Crabbe, Johnson & Crabbe 


| 504-505 Citizens Bank Building, COLUMBUS 
| C. C. Crabbe, recently Attorney General of Ohio 


| E. W Johnson, Recently special counse to the Attorney 
General of Ohio. 


H. H. Crabbe 











KNEPPER & WILCOX 
Outlook Building 
COLUMBUS 








MATHEWS & MATHEWS 
Attorneys At Law 
25 North Main Street 
DAYTON 








DENMAN, MILLER & WALL 
TOLEDO 





——_—. 


Harold W. Frazer 
Hampton G. Wall 
John W. Winn, a'r 





Stanley J. Hiett 
George R. Effler 
R. W. Shumaker 
Hanley 


Fraser, Hiett, Wall & Effler 


ATTORNEYS 
juite 710 Home Bank Building 
TOLEDO, OHIO 





= 


SOUTH DAKOTA. 





BAILEY & VOORHEES 


Charles O. Bailey Ray F. Bruce 
John H. Voorhees Melvin T. Woods, Jr. 
Theodore M. Bailey Roswell Bottum 


BAILEY-GLIDDEN BUILDING, 
SIOUX FALLS, 
INSURANCE PRACTICE. 














McNulty, Williamson & Smith 
Lawyers 

DAKOTA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA 








TENNESSEE 





WILLIAM HUME 
NASHVILLE 





TEXAS 





ROBERT W. MAYO 


INSURANCE LAW AND 
ADJUSTMENT OFFICE 


DALLAS 





WASHINGTON 








Marshall, Melhorn, Marlar & Martin 
1032 Spitzer Building TOLEDO 


Edwin J. Marshall Elwyn G. Davies 
Donald F. Melhorn Thomas J. Lynch 
as O. Marlar Leland H. Notnagel 
Ray Martin Edgar W. Norris 
Albert T. Goorley John M. Kiskadden 











Homer E. Carlyle Hermon N. George 


CARLYLE & GEORGE 
ATTORNEYS AND ADJUSTERS 
Aut mobile Casualty, Fire and Theft Claims, Inves- 
Uigations Adjustment Legal Opinions 
Trial Practice in State and Federal C urts 
Lead ing ce mapanies Represente 


Names Fy shed Upon Request 
503- ‘4 5 The Realty ree 
YOUNGSTOW 











ROBERTS & SKEEL 
John W. Roberts E£. L. Skeel 


William Truscott 
Elwood Hutcheson 
Eugene F. Hooper 


SEATTLE 


Glen 'E. Wilson 








WISCONSIN 





MINAHAN, MINAHAN & DUQUAINE 
MINAHAN BUILDING 
GREEN BAY 











BLOODGOOD, KEMPER 
& BLOODGOOD 


307-315 Mitchell Building 
MILWAUKEE 








COLEMAN, MURPHY & McCAULEY 
5009-5019 Plankinton Bldg. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
15 Years Insurance Experience 


Our Claim Devt. Covers Entire State of 
Wisconsin & Upper Michigan 











ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
COLUMN 

















Blue Plate Luncheon. 
The facilities for dances COUNTER SERVICE 
luncheon.dinner andard AT POPULAR PRICES 
ae — . os oes 
Sorority and rnity panche on Clute served 
functions are aleayr at 73% per person 

inters OLD COLON 

JES outa, Geb COLONY CLUB 


GUSTAVE W DR CH President and 
FREDERICK W. BE: GMAN managing Drea 




















BREVOORT 


HOTEL 
Madison Street CHICAGO 


East of LaSalle 
Insurance Headquarters 


Brevoort Hotel upholds worthily 
the best traditions of American 
hotels famed for hospitality. 











on Thanksgiving Day, 1924, while he 
viewing a football game between 
the Alton high school and Western Mili- 
Academy 


Arrested on a charge of arson, Thomas 


A. Reedy of Sullivan, Ill, is alleged to 
have confessed to local authorities that 
t had attempted to fire his residence 


State's Attorney F< 
mission of three 


ster appointed a com- 
physicians to inquire 
nt Reedy'’s mental condition and they 
reported him sane 
Creditors of the defunct real state 
and insurance firm of John W "Ren 
East St. Louis ill., will re 
ceive but little more than the 20 perce nt 
dividend that has already been paid, ax 


shaw's Sons 


ling t« th final report of C P 
Roewe, trustee for the bankrupt estate 
About $5,000 remains to be disbursed 
wl th scheduled liabilities total 
$5 ) Henry I Renshaw, senior 
member of the firm, is now serving a 
} tiary tern r forgery 





NORTHWESTERN STATES | 








PLAN INTERNATIONAL DINNER 


Further Details of Minnesota End of 
Field Men’s Outing at Alexandria 
This Month Are Announced 


\t the first mternational dinner of t 
feature the an 


uc (700s whi h will 
l ng at Alexandria, Minn., June 


2. with members of the Dakota, Mar 
itoba and Minnesota ponds participat 
g about 165 tield men are expected to 
be m attendances R. J. Jordan, Min 
ta state agent for the Great Amer 
in, will be master of ceremonies 
Several ofhcials fron various field 
lubs are expected to participate in the 
iv program of the Minnesota field 
é vhich has bee arranged by a 
genera ommittee consisting of E ( 
| Bowe Spring eld most loval gander 
Louis L. Law, Northern, past most 
loval gander, and Thomas G Linnell, 
iw Cit supervisor Quoits, clock 
golt, archery, rifle shoot, trap shoot and 
ing contests are among the contests 
4 ed \ kittenball game to test the 
jathletic supremacy of Minnesota and 
| Nort! Dakota been scheduled as 
one tf the teature events 
In conjunction with the outing the 
annual meeting of the Minnesota Fire 


Prevention Association will be held 


| Plan for Wisconsin Convention 


MILWAUKEE, June 1 Fred J. Lewis 
resident of the Milwaukee Board, has 
entertainment committee 
it rrange for that part of the program 
lwaukee Board will handle 
en the Wise« 


msin Association of In- 

surance Agents meets in Milwaukee 

i Aug. 11-12 The committee consists of 

Willian Calhour Monroe Porth and 
| Carl Hill 


Chief Ringer Stands Pat 
MINNEAPOLIS, June 1—Defying an 
dermanic demand for suspension, Chief 

Charles W Ringer of the Minneapolis 


f department reiterated the charges 

! litical interference in the manage 

f-his offi Following the chief's 

rit sr if political interference ind 

kless driving made before a gather 

ng of firemen on May 20, Aldermar 

Seott moved for a 30-day suspensior 

l The mn was referred to th 
nmit ‘ 

In commenting on Mr. Scott's motior 

| Chief Ringer said My attitude toward 

r ss driving is unchanged Rather 

! retract orders against such driving 

I'd be ready to take a vacation for 90 


Warning on Fireworks Issued 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., June 1—A warn- 
nz has been sent to merchants in Mil- 
1ukee by seawre r Hoan against buying 





liscrin i sizes of fireworks from 
Chicago dealers A west side merchant 
formed tl mayor that a Chicago fire- 
works man was in Milwaukee selling 
s npany'’s products from a large 
uck TI police department was di- 
r d to apprehend him The mayor 


ted in the warning Milwaukee's strict 
fireworks law, which prohibits the sale 
of firecrackers longer than two in« 
thicker than a quarter of an inch, 
further provided that 
be taken into stores 
} and that the 


hes or 
It is 
fireworks cannot 
prior to June 10 
y cannot be offered for sale 
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Thousands Are Now Asking 


Themselves the Question,— 


“Where shall we go and what 
shall we do on our vacation?” 


F insurance agents will only ask these 

people the question, “Will your personal 
effects be safe during your trip?” and tell 
them about the dangers encountered by lug- 
gage, many will take out Tourist Baggage 
Insurance. 


SUR 


Ei 


Recite to them the large baggage losses 
that occur in railroad-terminal and hotel 
fires—also from lost, stolen or damaged bag- 
gage. Show how any one of these would 
upset vacation plans unless insurance pro- 
tection is carried. 

A Tourist Baggage policy dispels the va- 
cationist’s worries about his personal effects. 
And when your client’s policy is issued by 
the Harmonia Fire Insurance Company, 
you can rest assured that his interests will 
be well taken care of—for the Harmonia 
has a reputation for fair dealing. 


Se 


Progressive, well qualified 
agents, will do well to con- 
sider representation in their \&—---—————— 
agency for the 


HARMONIA 


Fire Insurance Company 
NEW YORK OFFICE 
59 MAIDEN LANE 


pe hs B95 
SEAS ; 


PY 


to your clients 


Better Service (xe vou use 


The COMBINATION 
AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE MANUAL 


’ The only manual that is complete 
COMPLETE—Rules, rates and instructions for all cover- 


ages applicable to automobiles of all 
CONV i udlien information in 
use. Loose 





y 

thus assuring that information is always up-to-date. 

COMPREHENSIVE—All possible requirements 
and easily available: Rates, List Prices, Current V 
Serial and ine Numbers, memorandum, a: 
quotation b etc. 

EFFICIENT—Simplified Direct Quotation Tables show at 
a glance rates for Public Liability, Property Damage, Col- 
lision, Fire and Theft for all cars in general use, 

ATTRACTIVE—Pleasing and Dignified in ce. Has 
Ge etna | aspect of the bound book the flexibility 
of the loose-leaf. 

DURABLE—Will not become soil and “dog- 
eared.” Constructed to - S. ~—- % hard and 
constant service 

ECONOMICAL—Worth while savings effected in time and 
effort and at nominal cost. 

Quotations gladly submitted upon request, stating quantity required and district covered. 


AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE BUREAU 
210 South Hanever Street Baltimore, Maryland 


























prior to July 1. Penalty for violation 
of this ordinance is $10 to $50. A vigor- 
ous campaign has been waged here 
against destructive fireworks in former 
years. This will be continued this year 
to save property and injury to children. 


Wisconsin Notes 
Joseph J. Neosimal, who has been chief 


clerk with the T. E. Brennan Company, 
Milwaukee adjusters, for the past six 


years, has become associated with the | 


August Rebhan Company agency as its 
chief clerk. 

Insurance men in Milwaukee and 
throughout Wisconsin have joined in ex- 
tending sympathy to Walter W. Belson, 
executive secretary of the Insurance 
Federation of Wisconsin, whose father 
died last week at Hartford, Wis. His 
mother died only a few weeks ago. 

F. W. Tolles, president of Tolles-Bort- 
Nurnberg Company, Milwaukee adjust- 





—_—_— 
ers, who dissolved partnership a few 


after spending the winter in Florida. 
Mr. Tolles has not been active in busi. 
ness for several years and sojourns in 
the south during the winter and in yj). 
waukee in the summer. , 


Minnesota Notes 


Announcement is made of the mar. 
riage of Edward A. Davis, Minneapolis 
local agent, and Miss Grace Kaercher 
clerk of the Minnesota state supreme 


court. Mr. Davis is a member of the 
Jones-Davis Agency. : 

Joseph Randall, chief of the Duluth 
fire department, died at his home fg. 
flowing an attack of heart disease lag 
Sunday. He had been a member of the 
department since 1886 and its chief for 
the past 18 years. He was 64 years old 
Chief Randall suffered a heart attacy 
while directing a downtown fire last No. 
vember and had been inactive since then 
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NEED EXPLOSION COVERAGE 





Second Disaster in Sioux City, Ia., 
Within Short Time Calls Atten- 
tion to Hazards 


SIOUX CITY, IA., June 1.—The 
need for explosion insurance has again 
been vigorously emphasized by the tre- 
mendous loss at the Hanford Produce 
Company plant last week. This second 
disastrous explosion within the last two 
weeks has awakened wide-spread in- 
terest in the limitations of a fire policy 
and have aroused large property holders 
to serious consideration of availing 
themselves of full protection. 

Consideration is being given by the 
state fire marshal’s department as well 
as the adjusters who are handling the 
Lerch Building loss as well as the Han- 
ford Produce Company loss, to a pos- 
sible hazard which may be widespread 
throughout Sioux City. With so many 
filling stations and the curbs lined with 
automobiles, the theory is advanced that 
the sewers are collecting large quanti- 
ties of gasoline fumes. This year when 
the outlets of the sewers have been 
made sluggish by the high waters in the 
rivers, particularly favorable conditions 
exist for the gathering of the explosive 
gas in the sewers and manholes. These 
fumes, mixed with the normal sewer 
gas and forced by water backing in the 
sewers, into buildings, can easily be 
imagined to be ready for the spark to 
set them off in disastrous eruptions. 


Explosion Believed First 


It is quite definitely believed that the 
filling of a large tank at the Hanford 
Produce Company plant, with gasoline, 
forced the vapors from the partly 
empty tank into the air and they im- 
mediately sought the lower levels under- 
neath the garage. That the explosion 
occurred simultaneously with the throw- 
ing of an electric switch which could 
have easily produced an arc in some 
vital point, fixes this casualty as a case 
of explosion before the fire. 

Adjusters are still busy with the prob- 
lems involved in the Lerch fire and ex- 
plosion and they are further burdened 
by the second big explosion loss which 
was followed by a fire of not much 
consequence. The loss at the Lerch 
Block and surrounding fire and ex- 
plosion damage will not reach $100,000 
and it is probable that the Hanford loss 
which has been estimated as high as 
$200,000 will not approach that figure. 





Storm Damage in Nebraska 


LINCOLN, NEB., June 1—High winds 
that reached a maximum velocity of 45 
miles an hour caused damages on May 27 
in various parts of eastern and southern 
Nebraska estimated at from $150,000 to 
$200,000. In some portions small twist- 
ers that closely approached miniature 
tornadoes added to the destructiveness. 
In the country districts many outbuild- 
ings and not a few barns were blown 
over. In the towns and cities unroofing 
of stores and residences was the chief 
damage, with a fairly heavy loss in plate 
glass windows that fell victim to the 
suction of the storm. 





DRIVE NETS NEW MEMBERS 





National Association of Insurance 
Agents Adds Thirty-Seven Names to 
Books Following Kansas Campaign 


During a one week drive for members 
for the National Association of Insur- 
ance Agents which ended May 28, a 
committee composed of Charles H, 
Doscher, field representative of the as- 
sociation, and four Kansas agents, ob- 
tained 37 members in the southeastern 
part of Kansas and formed nine new 
local boards in the following centers: 
Winfield, Independence, Coffeyville, 
Parsons, Pittsburg, lola, Fort Scott, Co- 
lumbus and Yates Center. Another in- 
tensive campaign for new members of 
the National association is under way 
this week. Members of the Wichita 
board have been very active in this 
work. Mr. Doscher attributed his suc- 
cess largely to the efforts of the Wichita 
agents who accompanied him on the 
membership drive, and said that no pre- 
vious drive in which he had participated 
has been so successful as the one just 
ended. 

The convention of the Kansas As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents will be 
held in Hutchinson in the fall. 





REINSPECTION IS SUCCESSFUL 


Missouri Association Meets at Moberly 
—Many Defects Uncovered on First 
Inspection Found Corrected 


KANSAS CITY, MO., June 1.—The 
Missouri Fire Prevention Association 
held its semi-annual meeting in Moberly 
May 25, and reinspected Moberly May 
26. The principal business of the meet- 
ing was the review of the accomplish- 
ments of the year, with special consid- 
eration of the double inspection pro- 
gram which has been followed by the 
association during the year. Although 
there was some difference of opinion, 
the consensus was that the practice of 
following up the first town inspection 
with a reinspection several months later 
has definite and satisfactory results. 
After the reinspection of Moberly prac- 
tically all members had come around to 
a favorable view with reference to re- 
inspections. 

Officers of the association give much 
credit for the success of the reinspec- 
tion to the local fire prevention com- 
mittee of the chamber of commerce, 
headed by C. M. Hulen. The commtt- 
tee sent letters to all who appeared on 
the list of those criticised on the final 
bulletin, telling them of the approach- 
ing reinspection and urging them to 
comply with the recommendations made 
at the first inspection before the inspec- 
tors returned. They reported very good 
response from these letters, many cit- 
izens writing in answer that they had 
corrected the defects in their establish- 
ments. 

The inspectors found a substantial de- 
crease in the risks defective and in the 
defects per risk. The response of the 





tu etna crs? 


— an 


—— of of OF ee 


— — — = me 


Mar.- 
CaPolis 
ercher, 
ipreme 
of the 
Duluth 
le fo]. 
se last 
of the 
lef for 
rs old 
attack 
St No. 
® then 


— 


————__ 


BERS 


ITance 
°S to 
ign 





June 2, 1927 











a 
———— 


people of the town was very good, and 
the inspectors found they were eager to 
point out the defects they had removed. 

A dinner with the chamber of com- 
merce was well attended. W.O. Wood- 
small and J. Burr Taylor were the 
speakers. Mr. Taylor also addressed 
the Rotary Club. 





Report on Sioux City 


The recent report of the National 
Board on Sioux City, Ia., states that the 
water supply is adequate but has some 
unreliable features. Good quantities are 
available and pressure is sufficient for 
direct hydrant streams in the high value 
district. The fire department is fairly 
efficient but somewhat undermanned and 
the companies are poorly distributed. 
The fire alarm system is insecurely 
housed, insufficiently maintained and of 
inadequate extent. In the congested 
value district severe individual or group 
fires are probable in most blocks due 
mainly to weak construction. Proba- 
bility of fire spreading beyond the block 
of origin is slight owing to mainly ade- 
quate fighting facilities, large amount 
of sprinklered and fire-proof construc- 
tion, fairly good street widths and good 
accessibility. In dwelling districts, ex- 
cept where the water supply is weak, 
the usual hazard of flying brands, modi- 
fied by fair building separation exists. 
In other districts, fires of not more than 
group extent are probable. The fire de- 
partment record for the past five years 
shows an average loss per fire of $352, 
a low figure. Based on an average pop- 
ulation of 74,500, the average yearly 
number of fires per 1,000 population was 
9.3, a very high figure, and the loss per 
capita was $3.28, a moderate figure. 





Form Junior Fire Department 


A junior fire department, modeled 
after the one formed in Baltimore some 
four years ago, has been organized at 
Arkansas City, Kan. Although only boys 
under 12 years of age are eligible for 
membership, over 700 youngsters were 
enrolled during the three weeks’ cam- 
paign conducted by the Arkansas City 
“Traveler,” the local daily paper. Spon- 
sired by the local board, a show was 
staged at the Rex Theater for the junior 
fire department a few days ago, follow- 
ing a monster parade headed by Mayor 
Howard, State Fire Marshal Elstun and 
two fire trucks manned by members of 
the paid department. In addition to the 
two thrilling films “Arson” and “Flam- 
ing America,” a roaring comedy was ex- 
hibited. 

Fire Marshal Elstun reports unusual 
interest throughout Kansas in the Ar- 
kansas City organization and already a 
number of other cities in the state are 
planning a formation of junior fire de- 
partments. 


Truck Transit Line Profitable 


Nebraska insurance men report one 
line of indemnity to be growing fast. 
This arises out of the rapid substitution 
in the important trade centers of Omaha 
and Lincoln of truck service for express 
and less than carload shipments from 
jobber and wholesaler to country town 
customers. Out of Lincoln alone 33 
truck lines operate daily, giving regular 
service to 111 towns. A truck terminal 
warehouse is maintained, and it is the 
clearing house for shipments as well as 
for information as to where loads for 
the day are to be obtained. All this 
calls for insurance on trucks, goods, 
warehousing and handling, and so far 
has been a profitable line, as claims 
have been few and small in amount. 


Probing Explosion Loss 


Settlement of insurance claims for the 
losses sustained in the $100,000 Lerch 
block explosion last week in Sioux City, 
Ta., are being held up temporarily pend- 
ing investigation of the facts of the case. 
Officers of the Western Adjustment and 
the Underwriters Adjusting Company, to- 
gether with State Fire Marshal J. A. 
Tracy are conducting the investigation 
and will try to ascertain whether the 
explosion or fire occurred first. 


Hail Damage in St. Louis 


ST. LOUIS, June 1—The worst hail 
Storm in the history of St. Louis fell for 
half an hour Saturday afternoon and did 
damage estimated at upwards of $250,- 
000 with Practically no insurance cov- 
erage. Many of the stones were much 
larger than a hen egg, some being as 
big as baseballs and weighing two and 
three pounds. The downpour was so 
Severe that in a short time sewers be- 
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came clogged with the ice and some 
streets were flooded with water. 

The storm was more severe in the 
section between Gravois avenue, Jeffer- 
son avenue, Chouteau avenue and Broad- 
way and in this area hundreds of thou- 
sands of window panes were shattered 
and in some instances even the window 
frames were shattered. Slate and shin- 
gle roofing failed to stop the stones and 
hundreds of automobile tops were 
ruined 





Lincoln Fire Prevention Work 

LINCOLN, NEB., June 1.—E. C. 
chairman of the fire prevention 
tee of the chamber of 


Folsom, 
commit- 


commerce, has 


secured a strong and representative 
committee for the year, and plans some 
worth while work the next eight months. 
The Boy Scouts did effective work, first 
in serving each property owner with a 
circular letter calling attention to the 


necessity and value of fire preventive 
measures and then paying another visit 
to check up what was done by the owner 
to lessen his fire hazard Mr. Folsom 


has also secured the assurance of active 
co-operation from the Junior Civie 
League, composed of boys and girls in 
the higher grades of the elementary 


schools, each member of which will in- 
spect and report on fire hazards, valu- 
able also in educating a new generation 


of fire preventionists. 


Inspection of Council Bluffs 


field 

of the 
Association, 
commercial 
churches at 


Forty-two 
the direction 
vention 


men, working 
Iowa State Fire Pre- 
inspected 584 facto- 
establishments, schools 
Council Bluffs, Ia., 


ries, 


and 








under | 


this | 
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week. They were assisted by 36 city 
firemen and 50 Boy Scouts. tecommen- 
dations were made for the elimination 
of fire hazards in 509 cases, The total 
number of recommendations was 2,224. 

The inspectors made 15 addresses on 
fire prevention to 4,762 school children, 
while Harry K. Rogers, fire clown, ap- 
peared before 2,500 children. Six ad- 
dresses were delivered to 610 members 
of various industrial bodies. 

Cc. W. Borrett, secretary, declared it 
was the most successful inspection of 
the year 

Iowa Notes 

H. lL. Strong has opened a general 
insurance agency at Humboldt, la... with 
offices in the American Legion building. 

The Commercial Union and its allied 
companies have moved to new and 
larger quarters in the Insurance Ex- 
change building, Des Moines 


Ellis & Holland, Des Moines general 
agency, plan to launch a new monthly 
house organ A contest is being waged 
among representatives of the agency 
throughout the state, with a suitable 
ward, to select the new name for 
house organ. 


B. J. Parsons, 


ree 


the 


for years in charge of 
a prosperous insurance agency at Afton, 
Ia., has sold his business to LeRoy 
Crandall, who in turn sold an interest to 
his brother, Kenneth Crandall. Both 
have had successful experience in insur- 
ance. Mr. Parsons has become president 
of the newly organized bank at Afton, 
the Commercial State 

M. Singleton, 
Singleton, a member of 
firm of Altman, 
Kansas City, Mo., died in 
Springs May 25. Mrs. Singleton 
ill for more than a year. 


wife of 
the 
Singleton & 
Colorado 
had been 


Mrs. Charles 
(Charles M. 
insurance 
Co., 
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Texas Insurance Commission Refuses 


Rate Increase Until Companies Show 
Greater Care and Economy 


AUSTIN, TEX., June 1.—The refusa! 
of the insurance commission to 
vrant the petition of stock fire insurance 
companies operating in Texas for rate 
a number of classes is a dis- 
appointment to company officials. The 


Texas 


increase nm 


matter had been under consideration 
over a year and several hearings were 
held 

The commission was unanimous in 
its decision to refuse the increases. la 
announcing the decision the commission 
said that the stock fire insurance com- 
panies in 1926 were granted an increase 
on class 33, dwellings and barns on 
farms, including livestock, which in 


crease in itself amounted to approxi 





mately 0.000 per year, and were 
granted a further increase by the ap 
plication of bad fire record penalty 
charges in cities and towns in the state 


three year loss ratios, 
increase amounts to approxt- 
$700,000 per vear 


having excessive 
which 
mately 


Investment Profits 





Consider 


It is the opinion of the commission 
that earnings on advance premium, pay 
ments or unearned premium should be 
arriving at underwriting 
loss in accordance 
the 


considered in 
profit or 
Missouri 


opinion of 


supremc 


court, and that if this were considere4 
the experience of the companies would 
be decidedly more favorable It was 
jurther stated that the expense stat¢ 


ments submitted include expenses paid 
on account of the investment or money 
lending feature of the business and also 
expenses properly chargeable to other 
+] 


classes than fire. which if eliminated 
might materially change the expense 
ratio 

Must Show Greater Dilizence 


Che commission is of the opinion that 
incumbent upon the 


“it tc 


have used due diligence and the proper 


udgment in the matter of underwriting | barrels, $1; static electricity, 25 


business accepted by them, and that a 
proper showing has not been made, but 


on the other hand we are convinced 
that competition and their desire for an 
increased volume of business has caused 
them in many instances to practically 
disregard qualifications in the appoini- 
ment of agents and in many instances to 
highly overinsure the risks accepted; 
that while companies cpllectively are 
asking for an increase in rates they are 
individually through their representa- 
tives making every effort to reduce in 
dividual rates; that seldom, if 


ever, do 


| they request an advance in rates even 
| though an amended rate has been pui- 


lished on account of a change in the 


hazard of a risk: that some of them are 


| negligent in the matter of requiring 
|} agents to properly rate risks, and that 
for these reasons the companies are 
largely responsible for the high loss 


with the re- | 


companies | Charges: 
operating in this state to show that they | building, 75 cents: 


| 


| pected to produce a 


ratio maintained.” 
RATES ON COTTON GINS 
ARE INCREASED IN TEXAS 


AUSTIN, 


imously 


TEX., June 1.—Unan 
adopting a revised schedule ot 
rates proposed in a joint meeting of the 
Texas Ginners’ Association and fire in- 
surance companies held in Dallas re 
cently, the state fire insurance commis 
sion last week raised 
gins and established a 


rates 
new 


on cotton 


basic rate 


of $2.50. In addition to raising of the 
rates, members of the commission als« 
adopted 18 charges supplementing the 
basic rate in an effort to cut down fire 
losses that have steadily increased for 
the past 14 vears. Figures for the past 
five years showed an underwriting loss 


to companies of $785,042 on Texas gins, 
with a loss ratio of 72 percent 
Under the new rates which will afford 


approximately 20 percent additional 
revenue to the carriers, fair discrimina 
tion will be possible between different 


types of cotton gins, which will be ex- 
sufficient increase 
in premium income to offset high 
ratios existing in the past. Included in 
the adopted schedule are the following 
more important charges and credits. 
Country gins, 50 cents; fram: 
shingle roof, 50 cents: 


loss 


burning bolls unless standard, $1; no 
arre cents. 
Credits: All brick or steel buildings, 


metal roof, 50 cents; one-story building. 
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25 cents: concrete floor, 25 cents, and 
night watchman, 50 cents. 
Move Town to Escape Fire 

Sanford, Tex., a new oil town of 1,000 
inhabitants, in the oil field of which 
Borger is the center, Thursday moved 
its buildings by aid of teams and trac- 
tors, to avoid certain destruction from 
a roaring pillar of flame. Me Millan 
well No. 1 exploded, consuming many 
thousands of dollars worth of oil before 
it was successfully extinguished with 
TNT on Friday, 


Protection for Aviation Field 


DALLAS, June 1—Love Field, Dallas’ 
largest new industrial center, is to be 
provided with a fire truck and acces- 
sories. Aviation companies, whose 
hangars at that field will be protected, 
will pay the salaries of two firemen to 
handle the new equipment and the Dal- 
las city fire department will give train- 
ing to six volunteer fire fighters who 
will serve without pay 





Automobile Underwriters in Oklahoma 


The Automobile Underwriters Insur- 
ance Company of Dallas announces 
the appointment of R. M. Eacock & Co., 
Oklahoma City, as general agents for 
Oklahoma 

¢,. R. DeRoche, who has been with the 
company a number of years, has been 


appointed agencies in 


Oklahoma. 


supervisor of 





Honor for Miss McLarry 


June 2, 1997 


on gross premiums of insurance com. 


-panies, as provided in that act, should 


be in lieu of all other taxes levieq 
against them or their agents, except 
the certificate fee of $1 which the agents 
are required to pay. Inasmuch as th; 
1916 law was enacted after the decision 
in the case of Tabb vs. Richmond wa, 
given, Attorney General Saunders holds 
that this case was erroneously include, 
in the code and that the town of Bed. 
iord cannot rely upon that case in ep. 
ieavoring to impose a license tex oy 
agents. The town was contemplating 
levying a flat tax of $25 together with 


|} a percentage of premiums collected. 


POINTS IN GEORGIA PROGRAM 


President Albert R. Menard of the 
State Local Agents Association 
Presents Features of Meeting 


President Albert R. Menard of the 


| Georgia Association of Insurance Agents 


| Georgia association. 


DALLAS, June 1 Miss Mary MeLarry 
heads the list of the three chosen as the 
“most beautiful” girls in Southern Meth- 
odist University Several months ago 
pictures of 42 “coeds” were submitted 
to a committee composed of Conrad 
Nagel, John Gilbert and Lew Cody and 
these were their selections Miss Me- 
Larry is the daughter of Denny I. Me- 
Larry, state agent in Texas for the Home 
group 

Texas Notes 

The warehouse and office building of | 
the Humble Pipe Line Company at Ol- 
ney, Texas, was almost completely de- 
stroyed by fire last week with damage 
estimated at more than $30,000, 

Arson Inspector Leon Lusk of Galves- 
ton is continuing investigation of the 


fire which gutted the Buchanan Hotel, do- 
ing $30,000 damage. Mr. Lusk has found 
strong evidences that the fire was of 


|} tation of Surety 
| ton, 


incendiary origin. 

Fire Thursday destroyed an automo- } 
bile paint and repair shop at Brecken- 
ridge, Tex., together with 40 cars in} 
storage there at a loss of more than 


$15,000 An frame residence 
was totally 

The 
burned 


adjoining 
destroyed 
Crystal Hotel at 
last week with 
mated at $27,000 Fire Marshal 
assigns as the cnuse of the blaze 
overflowing of a tub of boiling tar 
used for repairs to the building 
James Nowlin of the National of 
ford’s office in Dallas and Miss 
Barnett, who has been with the 
nental office for some time, were 
ried in Dallas May 27 They will 
tinue io make their home in Dallas. 
Beaumont, Tex., is augmenting 
fighting equipment. In the city 
a new central fire station is 
erected to $100,000 and 5,000 
feet of new fire ordered, 
while Wesson new 
chemical fire $2,000 


Galveston, 


damages 


Hart- 
Thelma 
Conti- 
mar- 
con- 


its fire- 
proper 


has been 
purchased a 
cost of 


has j 
truck at 
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CAN’T IMPOSE LICENSE TAX 


|} of Insurance 


| tomobile 


being | 


Virginia Attorney General Holds Effort 


Made by Municipality Along 
That Line Is Illegal 


Virginia cannot 
tax, under a 


Insurance agents in 
be made to pay a license 
tuling of Attorney General Saunders. 
The opinion was sought by Conimts 
Button when complaints were 
with thet the town of Bed- 
iord was planning to enact an ordinance 
requiring agents in that town to pay 
such a tax 
the town was relving on the decision in 
the case known as Tabb vs. Richmond 
contained in Michie’s annotated code 
gotten out since passage of the tax bill 
of 1916, which stipulated that a tax 


sioner 
1 dged 


In seeking to levy the tax, | 


has announced the program for the an- 
nual meeting to be held June 17-18 a 
Tybee Island near Savannah. The 
members of the Georgia Field Men's 


at 


Conference have been invited to be 
present. President Menard has also 
asked the presidents of the Florida, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Ala- 


bama, and Tennessee associations to be 
on hand and he also is urging the at- 
tendance of all past presidents of the 
The program is as 
follows: 

teports of President, Chairman Exee- 
utive Committee, Chairman of Fire Pre. 
vention Committee, Chairman of Organi- 
zation (Membership) Committee. 

Address—"The Relationship of 
Insurance to Commercial Credit,” 
fred Fleming, representing 
Department of National 


Fire 
T. Al- 
Conservation 
Board. 


Address—“Developments of the Past 
Year in Fire Insurance Underwriting” 
(a) “The Part and Interest of the Com- 
pany Therein,” S. Y. Tupper, Manager 
Southern Department, Queen; (b) “The 
Part and Interest of the Local Agent 
Therein,” Frank Lumpkin, Columbus, 
Ga. 


Address—“The Production and Presen- 
Business,” Spencer Wel- 
President, New York Indemnity. 

Address—"Georgia—Fire Waste—Bal- 


ances,” Hugh T. Powell, Chairman, Geor- 


gia Fieldmen’s Conference. 
Address—“After the Post Mortem— 
What?” Walter H. Bennett, Secretary 


National Association of Insurance Agents 
Report—"“Agency and 
W. Eugene Harrington, Chairman, 
ecutive Committee, National 
Agents 


Costs Systems,” 
Ex- 


Association 


During the the 
opportunity will be afforded 
sion of the following 
tion to any others 
sented by individual 
bile Clubs in 


sessions of conventior 
for discus- 
subjects in addi- 
which may be pre- 
members: Automo- 
Insurance, Compulsory Au- 


Liability Insurance, Proposed 


State Fund for Insuring Public Proper- 
ties, Mutual Competition 

An executive session will be held at 
the close of the regular afternoon ses- 
sion on the first day of the conventior 
Election and installation of new officers 
will take place near the close of the see- 
ond day's session The annual banquet 
and entertainment of the = associatio! 
will be held the evening of June 17 


Western Kentucky Storm Losses 


LOUISVILLE, June 1—Many 
ports are coming in from western Ken- 
tucky in cennection with a storm in that 
section the night of May 28. Glasgow 
Owensboro, Scottsville and other points 
report damage, mostly to farm building 
stock and tobacco barns having been 
blown down in numbers It was re- 
ported that one agent at Glasgow, KY 


had received loss reports of more thal 
$35,000, with more to come Heavy ral 
and hail accompanied the wind. 


New Virginia Mutual 
RICHMOND, VA., June 1 \ d 
incorporation has been granted the Tide- 


charter of 


water Mutual Fire of Smithfield, Va 
This is a county mutual which had been 
previously operating under an old char- 
ter granted before the creation of the 


bureau of insurance to a company 


authorized to have branches in differen 
sections of the state Under its - 
charter, it will function independent © 


the original company. The incorporators 
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' ON THE PACIFIC COAST | 











OREGON FIGURES FOR ead a 
oO 1e 
| the 


Total Premiums in the State Last Year 
Amounted to $9,206,173 With 
$5,755,440 Losses 





The total premiums written in Ore- 
gon last year amounted to 
with net losses paid amounting to $3,- 
314,575. The premiums are net, less re- 
insurance. The premiums without de- 
ducting reinsurance amount to $9,206,173, 
the losses incurred $5,755,440. The 
leaders in the state, premiums being on 
total net premiums received without de- 
ducting reinsurance and the losses on 
the incurred basis, are as follows: 





Premiums Losses 
PE oo ce ae wemre vk ween $169,108 65,667 
a re 120,454 144,730 
eS rr cee ee 152,052 78,274 
FidelityPhenix ...... 213,420 169,171 
PPT rrr 169,409 14,857 
Globe & Rutgers....... 185,390 160,560 
Great American ....... 107,639 110,225 
PE .ed¢a6eres: 008% 163,976 121,763 
Ss a aa 186,500 122,7§ 
mem, Ge. Oe M.A. cee 238,473 106,1 
ee) er Se eee 167,979 112,5 
PE Landedes seat ene 113,458 215,28 
OE” TS re 149,561 66,592 
New Hampshire ...... 146,001 170,7 
MOTte TB. & Mi oc csccae 112,833 123,7 
Pacific States 126,683 16,4 
PE Vuscdveee co'ee die 130,669 84,8 
OS PP 169,685 151,8 
PPOMMGGNS ..ccccccceses 192,225 87,68 
Wereee States ...cccnce 130,101 61,15 
Idaho Agents’ Meeting 
The Idaho State Association of In- 


surance Agents met at Lewiston last 
week with agents from all parts of the 
state to the number of 75 in attendance. 
Among the speakers were William A. 
Groce, assistant fire marshal of Wash- 
ington; Herman Rossi, Wallace; D. C. 
Neifert, insurance commissioner of 
Idaho, and R. S. Turner, Pocatello, 
president of the association. 





Washington Code Ready Soon 


Commissioner Fishback of Washington 
states that his department will have re- 
vised copies of the Washington insur- 
ance code ready for delivery in July and 
that they will be supplied to those ask- 
ing for them. The department has is- 
sued 22,000 licenses since April 1 and has 
collected $1,273,000 in taxes and license 
fees, which is $90,000 more than in 1926. 


Big Loss From Grain Fires 


The grain fires which last week did 
property damage approximating $250,000 
in the San Joaquin valley in California, 
sweeping for 37 miles along a ten-mile 
front, are expected to take a severe toll 
of the companies operating in that state. 
Although definite figures are not avail- 
able it is known that many large lines 
were carried on the standing grain. 


Must Consider Earthquake Hazard 


SAN FRANCISCO, June 1—More atten- 
tion must be paid to construction in 
California with particular reference to 
the inherent earthquake hazard accord- 
ing to Albert F. Roller, an architect of 
Oakland, Cal., who discussed the ques- 
tion of construction with the California 
Building & Loan League at its annual 
convention last week in San Francisco. 
He indicated, according to reports, that 
neglect in considering the earthquake 
hazard has resulted in faulty construc- 
tion, creating a hazard which justifies 
the new earthquake insurance rates as 
recently promulgated by the Pacific 
Board. The building and loan men de- 
voted a considerable part of their con- 
vention to a discussion of properly built 
structures. 

A. A. Anderson of Los Angeles dis- 
cussed the various phases of insurance 
protection, including earthquake, burg- 
lary, robbery, forgery, employes’ bonds, 
etc., from the building and loan stand- 
point, 


Pacific Board Committees 


SAN FRANCISCO, June 1—H. R. Burke, 
Pacific Coast manager of the Royal and 
allied companies, has been named to 
membership on the supervisory commit- 
tee of the Pacific Board. He succeeds 
John P. Breeden of the National Liberty, 


$5,990,725, | 


whose term has expired. 
Connecticut has been 
laws committee, 
Rhoads who as 


H. L. Simpson 
named on 
succeeding F. H. 
president of the board 
is an ex-officio member of the commit- 
tee. The other members of the commit- 
tee remain the same as last year, with 
Carl A. Henry, Sun, chairman; J. B. 
Levison, president of the Fireman's Fund, 
vice-chairman; George W. Brooks, presi- 
dent California; Thomas H. Anderson, 
Liverpool & London & Globe; Arthur M. 
Brown, Edward Brown & Sons; McClure 
Kelly, North America; Willard O. Way- 
man, National of Hartford; A. T. Bailey, 


increased somewhat by the inadequate 
water supply. According to fire depart- 
ment records for the past five years the 
average loss per fire has been $388, a 
low figure. Based on an average popu- 
lation of 18,500 the average number of 
fires per 1,000 population is 2.3, a low 
number, and the average loss per capita 
was 88 cents, a very low amount. 


Sun’s Northwest Appointment 


Appointment of J. McGillvray as spe- 
cial agent covering eastern Washington, 
Idaho Panhandle and Montana, for the 
Sun, Patriotic and Michigan F. & M. is 
announced by General Agent Carl A. 
Henry. Mr. McGillvray has recently 
been connected with Pemberton & Sons 
of Vancouver, B. C., representatives of 


| the Sun. 


North British; William Deans, Selbach 
& Deans; Joy Lichtenstein, Hartford, 
and Evart Lamping, Seattle general | 


agent. 


Report on Pomona, Cal. 


According to the latest report of the 
National Board on Pomona, Cal., the 
| water supply works are adequate and 
| fairly reliable but quantities for engine 
supply ere seriously deficient. The fire 
department is fairly well trained but 


| not fully equipped and seriously under- 


| phone 
| Fire 


| to occur at several points in the princi- | 
| pal 











manned. Fire alarm service 
and is unreliable and unsuitable. 
fighting facilities are inadequate 
and fires beyond their control are likely 


is by tele- 


mercantile district but no general 
conflagration should occur because of 
low heights, frequent division walls, 
good accessibility and _ fairly wide 
streets. 
able in industrial plants owing to frame 
construction and generally weak water 


supply. Residential sections are subject 
to the usual hazard of flying brands, 


Severe individual fires are prob- | 


Glens Falls Coast Changes 
Rearrangement of the 
Mountain territory 
Glens Fails 


Northwest and 
field forces of the 
and Commerce is announced, 
Hereafter Victor H. Becht, traveling 
western Washington and western Ore- 
gon, will cover all of Oregon, Washing- 


ton and the Panhandle of Idaho. As- 
sisting Mr. Becht will be Lloyd W. Nick- 
erson, who has resigned as insurance 
manager of the Merryweather agency 
of Spokane. 

Jchn E. Meeke has been appointed 
special agent for the Glens Falls in 
Montana and for the Glens Falls and 
Commerce in southern Idaho. He will 
make headquarters at Hardin, Mont., 


where ne until recently operated a local 
agency. 


Coast Notes 


The Brotherhood Insurance Agencies 


| has incorporated for $10,000 at Spokane. 


‘ 


P, R. Kelly, L. L. Walch and H. M. Glea- 
son are the incorporators. 














IN THE MOUNTAIN FIELD 











COCHRANE FILES HIS REPLY 


Denies Charges That He Is Incompe- 
tent, Inefficient and Discourteous as 
Alleged by Complainant 


DENVER, COLO., June 1.—Jack- 
son Cochrane, Colorado insurance com- 
missioner, has filed an answer with the 
civil service commission to charges 
recently preferred against him _ by 
Charles T. Fertig, president of the state 
civil service employes’ association. In 
the answer Mr. Cochrane denied the 
charges, asserting Mr. Fertig’s allega- 
tions are not such as to give the com- 
mission power to remove him from 
office. He further maintains that he is 
competent, efficient and courteous, con- 
trary to the charges. 

Mr. Cochrane alleges he has saved the 
state $650,000 since he went into office 
in December, 1922. He further states 
he has collected $250,000 for widows, or- 
phans and other beneficiaries. 





San Marcial Power Plant Burns 


The power and 
Marcial, N. M., 
Texas-Louisiana Power 
Fort Worth, Tex., was completely 
stroyed by fire last week, entailing a 
loss of $30,000, partly covered by insur- 
ance. The fire started in the engine 
room and spread rapidly. San Marcial 


light 
which is 


plant at 
owned by 
Company 


the 
of 


will be deprived of electric power until | 


the plant is rebuilt. 


Colorado Thefts Reduced 


DENVER, June 1.—Cooperation 
tween Denver's automobile theft depart- 
ment of police, federal forces 
Rocky Mountain Field Club has reduced 
the theft rate on the majority of motor 
cars from Class E to C. This has been 
done during the past three years since 
Bert Lowe has been head of the local 
theft department. 

Mr. Lowe a week ago sent four youths 
to jail facing heavy sentences. Marion 
Yoakum, 21 years old, leader of theft 
ring credited with 40 motor cars during 
a period of two weeks, was sentenced to 
a five to seven year term in the peni- 
tentiary. His brother, Kenneth Yoakum, 
19, and two pals, La Verne Snell, 19, and 
Paul McKibben, 18, all confessed auto 


San | 





| Marine, Supreme Court of 


thieves, were sent to the reformatory at 
Buena Vista for indefinite terms. 


Organize Insurance Agency 


DENVER, COLO., May 31.—Interests 
identified with the American National 
Bank have organized the American 


Agency & Investment Co. with a capital- 
ization of 3,500 shares of $100 par pre- 
ferred stock and 25,000 shares of $10 par 
common stock. The total capitalization 
is $600,000. The incorporators are God- 
frey Schirmer, president of the Ameri- 
ean National Bank; R. S. Fillius, E. V. 
Fox, John A. Keefe and Fred G. Watson. 





The incorporators are directors in the 
company. 

The Dew Drop Inn, the last hotel in 
Grand Valley, Colo., was totally de- 
stroyed by fire recently. The _ blaze 
came almost simultaneously with an- 
other in a garage nearby. Total dam- 
age of the two fires was estimated at 
$5,000. This was the third hotel in the 


valley to burn to the ground in the last 
three years. 











NEWS FROM THE EAST | 

















DEFENSE OF FRAUD UPHELD 


| Wide Discrepancy Between Insured’s 


de- | 


Claim and Jury Verdict Held 
Ground for Reversal 


In Domagalski vs. Springfield Fire & 
N. Y. Ap- 


| pellate Division, 218 N. Y. S. 164, the 


be- | 


plaintiff carried insurance of $15,000, 
made proof of loss for $22,761, and 


| testified to this amount of loss. 


and the | 


The jury found for the plaintiff for 
$5,000. The company held there was 
such a great difference in the proof of 
loss as filed by plaintiff and the amount 
of loss as found by the jury, as to justify 
a finding that plaintiff had been guilty 
of fraud in making out his proof of loss, 
which would void the policy. On appeal 
the higher court in reviewing the record, 
and in passing upon this contention, 
said, after quoting the provision of the 
New York standard policy involved: 

“Juries are prone to disregard a de- 
fense based on the clause in question, 





a —_. 
—= 


and no doubt justify such action on the 
ground that the insurance company yjjj 
not be injured if the verdict does not 
exceed the amount of the actual damage 
suffered. There is no justification jp 
law for such conduct. When the insyr- 
ance company establishes that the state. 
ments made were relevant, material, and 
intentionally false, it has established jts 
defense. It is not required to assume 
the burden of convincing a jury that jt 
has been injured by such statements. 
If it appears that a plaintiff has will. 
fully and fraudulently placed in the 
proofs of loss a statement of property 
lost which he did not possess, or has 
placed a false and fraudulent value upon 
the articles which he did own, he is not 
entitled to recover anything. 

“The finding of the jury that the value 
of the property insured was only about 
22 percent of the value stated in the 
proof of loss created a very strong pre- 
sumption that the statement of the value 
and quantity of goods contained in the 
proof of loss was false and fraudulent 
That finding, in connection with the evi. 
dence in the case, makes the verdict of 
the jury contrary to the weight of the 
evidence. 

“The judgment and order should be 
reversed on the facts and a new trial 
granted.” 


Report on Haverhill 


The report of the National 3oard ov 
Haverhill, Mass., states that the water 
supply works are adequate but only 
fairly reliable. Quantities available are 
better in the congested value district 
but poor in many other localities, The 
fire department is fairly efficient but 
undermanned. The fire alarm System is 
inadequate with several unreliable fea- 
tures. The potential hazard is severe 
throughout the congested value district 
The probability hazard is serious in the 
commercial district but in the shoe dis- 
trict is only moderate owing to the wn. 
merous automatic sprinklers. In the 
minor mercantile district, large group 
fires are probable, exposing the con- 
gested value district. Residential dis- 
tricts have the usual hazard of closely 
built shingle roof frame dwellings, in- 
creased by an inadequate water supply 
Fire department records for the past 
four years show an average loss per fire 
of $633, a moderate figure. Based on 
an average population of 50,000, the 
average annual number of fires per 1,000 
population was 13.3 and the average 
loss per capita was $8.44, both very high 
figures. : 





Rate Increase Contested 


Citizens of Billerica, Mass., particu- 
larly those of the Pinehurst and River- 
side districts of the city, have protested 
to the Fire Insurance Appeals Board 
against an increase in fire rates for the 
city. They contend that even though 
the community has a motorized fire de- 
partment, the rates charged are in ex- 
cess of those charged when the fire 
apparatus was horse drawn. 

Rates for the Riverside and Pinehurst 
districts were defended by Ralph W 
Sweetland, secretary of the New Eng- 
land Insurance Exchange. He pointed 
out that since the sections are in the 
nature of summer camps and that most 
of the dwellings are of frame construc- 
tion without brick or stone foundations 
the likelihood of a conflagration in case 
fire started in these sections is great 
He stated further that hydrant tests 
have shown that water pressure in the ; 
districts is low. The hearing has been . 
continued. 





Citizens Promoted Fire Prevention 


BOSTON, June 1—The second 
ence of Boston’s business, financial and 
professional interests to help promote 
the $500,000 fire prevention fund for the 
extension of field engineering 
throughout the United States on 
tional basis, was held last week. 
50 prominent citizens were present. in- 
cluding President Stratton of the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology, Sec- 
retary of State Frederick <A. Cook, 
representing Governor Fuller and Colo- 
nel Charles R. Gow, prominent in or- | 
ganizing New England activities. The 
conference was primarily to select a com- 
mittee for New Enrland and to raise 
New England's quota of $50,000 toward 


confer- 


service 
a na- 
Some 





the national campaign. The committee 
was selected in part and voluntary con- 
tributions of $12,000 $15,000 were 
made. 

Fire Commissioner E, C 
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elared that in his six years’ service at 
the state house on the cost of living 
commission he had never heard a refer- 
ence to the effect of fire loss, cost of 
mnsurance and maintenance of fire de- 
partments, yet these constitute a _ tre- 
mendous sum and have far reaching | 
effect. 


Pennsylvania Meeting 


Readinz has been selected as the place | 
and Art. 25-26 the time for the annual 
meetin: of the Pennsylvania Association | 
of Insurance Agents. 


G. Herbert Ide Feted 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS., June 1—G. 
Herbert Ide, 68, for 24 years secretary 
of the Springfield Board and many years 
manager and head of the local stamping | 
office of the New England Insurance Ex- 
change, Was given a dinner on the occa- 
sion of his retirement. Mr. Ide was pre- 
sented a Turkish rug, the presentation | 
being made by Mayor F, C. Parker, a 
member of the insurance firm of Judd, 
parsons & Parker. Mr. Ide began his 
career with the Boston agency of the 
Northern Assurance in 1882. Later he 
traveled New England for the London 
& Lancashire and was a member of the 
executive committee of the New Eng- 
land Exchange. Ill health compelled him 
to spend some time in Denver and later | 
he was an independent agent in his 
native town of Claremont, N. H. 


Joins Hartford Agency 


HARTFORD, June 1—Charles W. 
Hitchcock, who is widely experienced in 
fire insurance rating and inspection 
work, has become identified with the in- 
surance firm of Beach, Forman & Co., 
Hartford. Mr. Hitchcock engaged in in- 
surance work with the Kentucky Ac- 
tuarial Bureau at Louisville, Ky., in 1917 








as rating engineer. He was located at | 
Paducah, Ky., until 1922 when he trans- | 





ferred to Des Moines as engineer of the 
Iowa Inspection Bureau, In December, 
1923, he became identified with the New 
England Insurance Exchange and was 

assigned to the Hartford office. He par- | 

ticipated in the rerating of Hartford un- 


der the Dean schedule and applied the . D 
schedule rating in a number of Connec- & 
ticut cities and towns. 

In July, 1925, he was appointed a spe- 
cial agent for the Queensland in Con- | 
necticut and Massachusetts, in which 


capacity he remained until joining the TO INSURANCE AGENTS 
inspection division of the Travelers. AND BROKERS: 


Exchange Outing Arranged WE ARE MAKING APPRAISALS OF 
On June 9-10 the New England Insur- INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENTS THAT 
ge eg og ES YOU CAN USE WITH CONFIDENCE 
N. H. Kenneth Erskine of the L. & L. | FOR THE PLACEMENT AND ADJUST- 
ion, ain dame snecting of the iacmange MENT OF FIRE INSURANCE. THESE 
will be held on June 10. APPRAISALS ARE BASED UPON A 
DETAILED INSPECTION AND INVEN- 
TORY MADE BY TRAINED ENGINEERS. 
ance Agents will hold its mid-year gath- COSTS TO REPRODUCE NEW, COSTS 
ering at the Shuttle Meadow Country | TO REPRODUCE NEW LESS DEPRECI- 
aa ae carci octet ATION AND INSURABLE VALUES 
NEWARK, June 1—Members of the FORM TO INSURANCE RIDER FORMS. 
New Jersey Special Agents Association | WE DESIGN PLANTS, WE BUILD 
arth Siousy Country Clin, nese Feast | PLANTS, WE MANAGE PLANTS. OUR 
son, June 13. A banquet will be held in A PPRAISALS ARE MADE, THEREFORE, 
Soniher'af ccamay sheila Gi wales FROM FIRST HAND INFORMATION. 
addresses. ave “i | ASK US ABOUT THEM. 
Grant H. Stockham of Baltimore, a ’ 
Ford, Bacon & Davis 


member of the firm of Grant Stockham 
Incorporated 





Connecticut Midyear Rally 


The Connecticut Association of Insur- 














IN THE CANADIAN FIELD | 


& Sons Company, local agents in that 
city, died recently. He was 38 years 
Engineers 
115 BROADWAY NEW YORK 











MAY COVER AUTOMOBILES | 

Saskatchewan Act Changed to Permit | 

Use of Ordinary Fire Policy 
for Motor Vehicles 





An insurer licensed to transact fire 
insurance may now insure an automo- 
bile against loss or damage by fire 
under a fire insurance policy according 
te a recent amendment to the Saskat- 
chewan insurance act. In the case of a 
mutual fire insurance company such 


|. J. L. Brown and T. W. Teape. The mem- | 


old. 
PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO NEW ORLEANS 


Insurance Agents’ Association J. B. 
Slessor was elected chairman; Percy 
Herring, vice-chairman. The member- | 











ship committee is composed of J. W. 











Tipton, E. B. Allsopp, C. H. Chapman, 





bership of the association increased dur- 
ing the year. It was decided to send a 
delegate representing the local agents 
of Alberta to the 1927 convention of the 
superintendents of insurance in Quebec 








next September, Henry Brace, superin- I 

| tendent of insurance for Alberta, ad- | || S I A N D A R D 
dressed the meeting, explaining the re- 

visions of the Alberta insurance act. 


automobile shall be insured under a | 


separate policy from that insuring other 
property. One year is now the max- 
imum length of a term of a contract 
for automobile insurance instead of 
three years as formerly. 

Before issuing a policy for a longer 
term than 14 days the insurer shall pro- 
cure a written application signed by the 
applicant. No statement of the appli- 
cant shall be used in defense of a claim 
unless it is contained in such written 


and signed application. A copy of the | 


application, or such part as is material 
to the contract, shall be endorsed and 
torm part of the policy. 

The following new clauses have been 
added to the insurance act: “Where it 
is proposed to change the subject mat- 
ter of the insurance by substitution or 
addition of one or more automobiles, the 
contract may be amended by an en- 
dorsement to that effect on the existing 
policy but no contract shall be amended 


without a written application containing | 


such particulars in reference to the new | 


subject matter as would be required by 


section 208 in an application for a con- | 


tract and signed in accordance with sec- 
tion 206.” 

., Subject to any statutory conditions 
it any loss occurs under a policy issued 
to the purchaser of an automobile sold 
on the deferred payment plan, the in- 
surer shall adjust the amount of the 
loss with the insured and not solely 
with the finance corporation concerned.” 


Edmonton Agents Elect 
EDMONTON, ALTA., June 1—At the 


annual meeting of the Edmonton Fire ' 


Hail Companies Must File Rates 


Before the first day of June it is neces- 


sary for all companies transacting hail 
insurance in Saskatchewan to file with 
the superintendent the rates of commis- 
sion payable in respect of contracts in 


that province, as required under a re- 
cent amendment to the insurance act of 
Saskatchewan. The premium rates | 
charged for hail insurance filed by the 
companies with the superintendent be- 
fore May 1 each year must now be se- 
gregated according to each township in 


the province. These rates will also re- i} Head Office: 45 John Street. New York 
main effective for a year unless changed | || " . ; £ . 
in the meantime, in which case it is | | J. A. KELSEY, President G. Z. DAY, Vice-Pres. and Secretary 


necessary to notify the superintendent | 
of such change at least 10 days before | 
heing put into operation. When a rate | | 
is so changed, the new rate shall be | || 
applicable to all contracts issued on | || 
property in the same township and a |} 


rebate will be made on existing policies | || 
for the difference between the premium | | Statement December 31, 1926 
charged and the premiums at the lower | | 
rate. A provision is made for penalties Cs x vce 008th cesnenebasud 60000 056660080 e00betenneed $1,000,000.00 
in the case of unfair discrimination in | 
| counanniias eaten | I II ia oc nic ins ccasatdatitidssessss 845,608.17 
. —- : 1 | Se ERED bovev es cnvccccnccnveceacsenvssenes 136,565.00 
General Agency Appointments = || ee eee 1,453,736.59 
Kern Agencies, Moose Jaw, Siask., have | | 
been appointed general agents for the Pe SEY aveusccnacdecttéecivéstenanecteeeen nase 3,435,909.76 


province of Saskatchewan of the Sen- 
tinel Fire. | 

Wye & Jackson of Winnipeg have 
been appointed general agents for the | 
province of Manitoba of the Glens Falls. 


Changes in Respect to Deposits Chicago Branch: 175 West Jackson Blvd. 


The Saskatchewan insurance act 


shows changes in respect to the deposits | i R. E. Schramm Barton F. Walker 
of insurers in that province. The new | | Field Supervisor Manager Brokerage Dept. 
provisions are as follows: In the case 


of a company with its head office in Sas- | 
katchewan which makes a deposit under | 








the act and by virtue whereof the in- | 
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INSURANCE SUPPLIES 








OFFICE SYSTEM 








CARD INDEX SYSTEMS 


for Local Agencies 
CARD INDEX SYSTEM for keeping your line and expiration records is efficient and 


A a@ great time-saver. It is inexpensive, and no other method is so easy to operate. 
Your records consist wholly of live business—no dead wood—every fact right at your 
finger tips, and all of it growing and expanding with your business. 
Illustrated above is a steel two-drawer, 3x5 inch line and expiration system that will meet 
the needs of the average agency. The cabinet has a maximum capacity of 3,000 cards and 
gaaee. It is a single wall cabinet of the best quality, each drawer equipped with follow 
locks and made up in the popular olive green finish. 
THE EXPIRATION CARDS are filed by 
year, month and day in accordance to the 
expiration date of the policy. Each day’s name. It gives a complete record of the 
expirations automatically coming to the front. expiration cards as well as an index to them. 
TWO-DRAWER OUTFIT, CONSISTING OF: 
Two- ‘ret 3x5 Inch Steel Cabinet. 1,000 Expiration Cards. 1,000 Assured’s Line Cards, 
Form F-2. 1 Set Each, Alphabetical (40 Sub-Div.), Daily, Monthly and Yearly Guides 
Special Price, Complete Outfit, $13.75 


For Sale by 
The National Underwriter Co. 


1362 Insurance Exchange 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


420 East Fourth St., Cincinnati 80 Maiden Lane, Room 613, New York 
INSURANCE OFFICE SYSTEMS SUPPLIES AND PUBLICATIONS 


THE ASSURED’S LINE CARD is filed 
alphabetically, according to the assured’s 











New York UNDERWRITERS 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


CAPITAL $2,000.000 


A.& JH STODDART, General Agents 


100 William Street - - - - New York City 





FIRE - AUTOMOBILE - WINDSTORM 
BUSINESS INTERRUPTION INDEMNITY 














P. D. BAIN 
Chairman of the Board 


HENRY G. BARBEE 
President 


The Hampton Roads Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company 


NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 








ARCHITECTS IN INSURANCE PROBLEMS 


L. A. Wiweke & Co. 


(Pronounced: Wee-wick) 
175 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 


« Treaties for General FIRE — Automobile BLANKE 
EXCESS: mobile ont General Public Liability — W: fiak Gok. 
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surer is not required to make a deposit 
in another province. The amount of de- 
posit is determined by the lieutenant- 
governor-in-council but shall not be 
than $50,000. It is now necessary under 
this act to make a return in January of 
each year by each company, showing the 
names and addresses of all persons 
authorized t6 act agents for the 
insurer or to whom commission or com- 
pensation has been paid. 


less 


as 


Canadian Losses Compared 


According 
fire 


to the “Monetary Times,” 
‘anada for the week end- 
ing May 18 are estimated at $71,100, 
compared with $1,136,850 for the 
sponding week of 1926. This is the 
time this year that losses have dipped 
down below the $100,000 mark, and the 
for the first three weeks of May 
only $320,000, which is excep- 
low. 


losses in (¢ 
as 
corre- 


first 


totaled 


Licensed for Additional Lines 


The New Hampshire Fire 
licensed in Canada for fire, 
leakage, tornado and limited insurance 

The Great American has been licensed 
for inland and ocean marine in the prov- 
ince of Quebec and the American for 
insurance 
Fire has 


has been 
sprinkler 


The Sentinel been licensed 





June 


2, 1997 
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for fire, tornado, hail, automobile 


> . - ‘ - and 
limited explosion insurance in the prov. 
ince of Saskatchewan. 

Elected Honorary President 

Sir Lomer Gouin has been elected hop. 
orary president of the Modern Mutya 
Fire This was the first mutual com. 
pany established in the province , 
Quebec some 23 years ago. 


To Supervise Prairie Provinces 


R. S. Hickson has been appointed su- 
perintendent of agencies for the Prudep. 
tial Assurance at Winnipeg Mr. Hick. 


will supervise 
prairie prov 


son the three weste; 
inces 


Canadian Notes 
A. S. Matheson & Co., 
have been appointed 
Palatine 


Edmonton, 
to repre 


Alta 
Sent the 


Coles, Shank & Coles, Lloydminste; 


Sask., have been appointed to represen; 
the Fireman's Fund 

George B. Muldaur of the Underwr 
ers’ Laboratories is expected to arriys 
in Winnipeg about June 9 to address 
several organizations 

W. H. Hurd, Winnipeg manager of the 
General Accident and allied companies 
who has been on a visit to Scotland, j 
expected to return shortly. 
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| state’s insurance purchasers. 
|} gan department is known to have 


fore 
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}and, 
| been 


Federal Automcbile Insurance Repre- 
sentatives Must Show Cause for 
Non-Revocation 


LANSING, MICH., June 1.—Repre- 
of the Federal Automobile 
Insurance Association of Indianapolis 
will appear in the of the Michi- 
gan department June 7 to answer a 
citation by Commissioner Livingston to 
cause why the reciprocal’s license 
not be revoked in Michigan, ac- 
to word received by the de- 
partment. The hearing had been set for 
May 31, but the commissioner extended 
the time when he was assured the ex- 
change would actually present its case 
next week but could not prepare in time 
for the earlier date. 

Local insurance men 
Michigan commissioner 
tic action unless the 
something decidedly unexpected at the 
hearing. Michigan participated in the 
convention examination of the recipro- 
cal, along with Indiana and Tennessee, 
although no examination report has 
filed, it is rumored that the con- 
ditions disclosed were such that the 
Michigan department decided upon sum- 
action in the interests of this 
The Michi- 
been 
situation long be- 
was begun. 


offices 


should 
according 


believe that the 
will take dras- 
exchange discloses 


with the 
examination 


dissatisfied 
the 


Doerflier is Transferred 


Milo Doerfler of Moines 
transferred to Indianapolis 
manager for the Union 
Angeles in Indiana Mr. 
special agent of the Union for five 
years in lowa and in that period brought 
up the premium volume from $5,000 to 


Des has been 
branch 


Automobile of 


as 


was 


| $115,000 





Consider Texas Rating 


AUSTIN, TEX., June 1.—The Texas in- 
surance commission has called a meeting 
of representatives of companies writing 


Doerfler | 


| which 


| heads of the 


| business 


; agents 


automobile insurance in Texas for June 
8 at Dallas to consider means by which 
the act of the last session of the legis- 
lature for regulation of automobile in- | 
surance by the insurance commission 
may be put into effect. The act becomes 
effective June 15 
Fuller Goes to Coast 
F. M. Fuller of Toledo, O., who has for 

years been prominently identified with 
the Indemnity Company of America, St. 
Louis, leaves in June for California to 
become state representative in that ter- 
ritory. The Indemnity Company of 
America, now owned and controlled by 


lin the 
| obtaining 


the Lemp interests in St. Louis, has be- 
come one of the leading exclusively 
automobile insurance companies ? 
meet many insistent requests for repre- 
sentation in California, Mr. Fuller was 
chosen to enter the company, and be- 
come the Pacific Coast manager He 
expects to operate from Los Angeles 
For the past four years Mr. Fuller has 
been state agent in Ohio and Michigai 


Coast Theft Figures 


SAN FRANCISCO, June 1—According 
to a statement being distributed by the 
National Automobile Club of California 
which acts as the “public relations de- 
partment” for the Pacific Coast Automo- 
bile Underwriters Conference, two-thirds 
of all cars stolen are open models se. 
cause of this the club is conducting an 
educational campaign among the gen- 
eral public to take greater care to pre- 
vent theft 
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AGENTS OVERLOOK BUSINESS 


Midwestern Field Wide Open for Local 
Men to Write Good Volume of 
Ocean Marine Coverage 





Marine offices report that local agents 
middle west still are backward in 
marine business, which is 
known to be available in abundance. 
One reason given for the condition is 
that many agents still believe it is neces- 


sary to place the business through the 
New York brokers, many of whom gave 
the agent a bad time of it in the matter 


commissions some 
Originally, fire agents did only fire 
business. When the sprinkler leakage, 
explosion and allied lines opened up the 
fire agent was offered a broader field in 
to work. Later marine business 
was added to the list of his potential 
business sources, and some the ma- 
rine companies with eastern headquar- 
ters opened midwestern offices to speed 
service and increase satisfaction witl 
the companies’ methods. 


of years back. 


of 


Marine Men Educators 


An work of the 
offices has 


agent. 


part of the 
midwest marine 
been the education of the local 
Sources of income have been found, 
and those agents desirous of knowing 
have been taught how to handle the 
that offers. The complaint 0! 
marine companies is that too few 
have sought knowledge of the 
business. 

The branch office 


essential 


the 


heads have been so 


active in writing business during the last 
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five years that the “high hat” attitude 
of the eastern brokers has been aban- 
doned for one of anxiety for their future. 
Some of the smaller offices, because of 
the draining away of the business from 
the middle country, have been forced to 
close their doors. 


Business Goes Begging 


But the branch offices still are not 
receiving the volume of business they 
know they would receive if local agents 
were active. Every company with mid- 
western branches has prepared for the 
agent marine writing information in 
simple booklet form. Calls for this in- 
formation are received too infrequently, 
however. 

It is pointed out that manufacturers, 
wholesalers and other handlers of mer- 
chandise are regularly involved in ex- 
porting and importing deals that require 
insurance. If a broker in the east takes 
this away from the middle western 
agent it is the agent's fault. 

Old Excuse Is Dead 


With inland marine writing many of 
the agents are familiar. In recent vears 


some have made money on this busi- 
ness. But in many instances even the 
successful inland marine business get- 


ters have kept away from ocean marine 
business. The agent's old excuse that 
he is not familiar with the line no longer 


holds, for information is available and 
the marine offices are eager to give it. 
Choppy Water Is not “Peril” 
Decision of the fifth United States 
circuit court of appeals in New 
Orleans reverses the lower courts 
in awarding to the Mexican In- 


terior Navigation Company, a total of 
$85,000 for loss of a tug caused by 
choppy seas while the vessel was in tow 
from Tampico to Galveston for repairs. 
The insurers were the Fireman's Fund, 
L. & L. & G., Springfield F. & M.. Globe 
& Rutgers, Northwestern F. & M., Hart- 
ford Fire, National Liberty, Aetna, West- 
ern Assurance and Phoenix of Hartford. 
The insured entered a claim, but the 
companies refused to pay. stating that 
choppy water is not considered a “peril 
of the sea.” The lower court upheld the 
claimant, whereupon the defendants took 
the case to the appeals court. 


NATIONAL CASUALTY TO 
ENTER GENERAL FIELD 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 


$312,437 





earned premium reserve, and 
admitted assets, $872,083. 

The National Casualty under its pres- 
ent charter has been in business since 
1904, having successfully transacted in 
all those years a large volume of ac- 
cident and health business and_ being 
licensed in all states of the United States 
It will continue to operate those lines 
from Detroit, being aided in future de- 
velopment by the enlarged organization 
and backing. Its new casualty and 
surety lines will be developed from its 
Chicago general offices. 

Casualty 


Offices in Chicago 


‘ In order to effect a combination of 
hnancial strength and successful under- 
Writing for the proposed undertaking a 
participating reinsurance contract has 
been entered into with the Continental 
Casualty as respects the proposed new 
casualty and surety lines. Under this 
contract the Continental assumes by re- 
msurance a portion of all such risks 
Written by the National Casualty. To 
carry out this plan the National Casual- 
ty proposes to open general offices for 
casualty and surety lines in Chicago. 
The National Casualty proposes to be 
strictly orthodox in its underwriting, 
following in that regard the general 
policy of the Continental and taking 
membership in the various recognized 
orthodox rate-making bureaus. 
Plant With National Fire Agents 


So tar as may be deemed advisable in 


the interests of agents of the National 
‘ire, the new facilities for casualty and 
Surety business of the National Casual- 
ty will be extended to them. By this 
means, wherever desirable, the facilities 
ot a casualty company having a similar 


name, and with the president and west- | 
ern manager of the National Fire as | 
members of the board of directors of 
the National Casualty, will be given to 
National Fire agents. 

It is expected that all details in con- 
nection with the proposed plan will be 
completed not later than Oct. 1, and 
that the National Casualty will begin 
the binding of casualty and surety busi- 


ness Jan. 1, 1928. In the meantime 
agency managements will be made by 
the agency department, National Cas- 


ualty, 910 S. Michigan avenue, Chicago. 
Transcontinental Arrangement 


The Continental Casualty linked up 
with the National Fire of Hartford when 
the Transcontinental Fire & Marine 
owned by the National was established. 
H. G. B. Alexander & Co. became 
United States managers of the Trans- 
continental with headquarters in Chi- 
cago. Mr. Alexander is president of the 
Continental Casualty and the firm is 
composed largely of Continental Casu- 
alty officials. The Transcontinental 
Management works closely with 
Continental Casualty. companies 


the 
Both 
are frequently found in the same agen- 
cies. 


GENERAL AGENCY PLAN 
DEFENDED BY CRAVENS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 
panies would find them decidedly 
changed in their thoughts and their at- 
titudes. I come in contact with great 
numbers of the modern special agents. 
It is my belief that the majority of them 
are excellent material. If the companies 


would place upon their shoulders the 
responsibility of a general agent, they 
would find a marked improvement in 
results. 

“Some of the companies have tried 
to avoid general agencies by bringing 
a field man into the home office to 


supervise the business from his territory. 
Any man who does not live in a given 
territory, especially a growing territory, 
becomes a back number in two or three 


years. Of course, he can not admit it, 
and by making annual or biennial trips 
to the principal cities in his old ter- 
ritory and being enteriained by a few 


of his large agents, he deludes himself 
and his company with the belief that 
he is in touch with that territory. 

“A general agent lives in a territory 


and is in daily touch with everything 
in that territory which affects his busi- 
ness. He knows that his very exis- 


tence depends on the successful conduct 
of his business, which in the end means 


making a profit for his companies. He 
senses instantly any move politically or 
otherwise which will affect his com- 


panies’ interests. He feels the pinch of 
a high tax and anything which might 
affect his companies adversely His 
position brings him in touch with the 
controlling spirits of a territory, so that 
he is able to influence legislation. At 
the same time the general agent is giv- 
ing service to his home office, he is 
giving service to the local agents in his 
territory and to their customers, whereas 
the so-called single-shot companies are 
trying to run things at long range 


Question of Legislation 


“The National Board, I understand. 
has a committee to look after legislation 
in the various states and to fight laws 
which affect the companies adversely. 
The result in my state of this long dis- 
tance management has been the valued 
policy law, the anti-technicality law, the 
anti-coinsurance law, and the most dras- 


¢ 


tic anti-trust law, devised especiallv to 
catch insurance companies, of any state 
in the Union. Then there 1s tne sv- 
called Robertson law which drove all of 
the life companies out of my state. The 
bill originally included fire companies 
and would have driven them from the 
state. The direct representatives of the 


companies gave up the fight, but certain 
general agents who saw their business 
doomed by that law extricated the fire 
companies from it. The general agents 
are in a position to do very effective 





companies and help the public.” 
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legislative work which would help their | 
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Automobile Insurance—Full Coverage—All in One Policy 


Plate Glass, Liability and Accident Insurance 
Capital Stock $250,000—Assets Over One Million 
Surplus to Policyholders Over Half Million 


Agents wanted in Ohio, Missouri, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Tennessee, Kansas, Indiana, Alabama and Florida 


J. R. Jones, 
Sec’y & Mgr. 


on 








INCORPORATED 1852 


MILWAUKEE MECHANICS’ 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


FIRE TORNADO 


Time-Tempered, Strength, Security and Service 


AUTOMOBILE 








Organized 1867 


WHEELING FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 


Capital $200,000.00 
Surplus to Policyholders $380,507.56 


O. E. STRAUCH,Secy. WM. V. FISCHER, Asst. Secy. 
SAFE SOLID 


C. W. VOELLGER, State Agent 
SOUND 
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R. M. BISSELL, President 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


WILLIAM WALSH, Secretary 


TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


The Company That Aims to Excel in Service 


TORNADO FARM 


AUTOMOBILE 


FIRE 
HAIL 


TRACTOR 








The Metropolitan Motor Insurance Company 


CLEVELAND, OHIO 


An Ohio Company Writing Automobile Insurance Exclusively 
Fire & Theft—Collision—Public Liability—Property Damage 


OHIO AGENTS WANTED 


A Company Who Truly Helps its Agents Sell 
Automobile Insurance 











ST. LOUIS ADJUSTING COMPANY 
Pierce Building St. Louis, Missouri 
General Adjusters for Insurance Companies 
ay Fire, Windstorm, Automoinie and Theft Claims 
Vissour St 
"7 years 


Louis, Illinois or Special Assignments anywhere 
experience 
Promptness— Efficiency 


Prudence 
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Approximating An 
Ideal 


| Panes the doctor’s or the lawyer’s, the extent of an insurance 

agent’s ‘prosperity is measured by the character of th 
service he gives. But no matter how persevering and conscien- 
tious he may be, he cannot make much of a success unless the 
companies which he represents back him to the limit and co- 
operate with him in every possible way. 


HE F & D is that kind of an organization. Through its 

_ 33 branch offices and its 46 general agents, F & D repre- 

sentatives in all parts of the country find it easy to obtain prompt, 
decisive action on any kind of a bonding proposition. 


p NSTANTANEOUS bonding service is a goal not always 
achievable under present conditions. But the F & D ap- 
proximates that ideal as closely as is humanly possible. 


FIDELITY ann DEPOSIT 
COMPANY 


of Maryland 
BALTIMORE 


FIDELITY and SURETY BONDS and BURGLARY INSURANCE 


NU 62 
PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT 


FIDELITY & DEPOSIT COMPANY 
Baltimore, Md. 


If you are not already adequately repre- 
sented in this territory I will be glad to 
have full information regarding an 











agency connection with your company. 


(Signed) 
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OFFICIALS’ BIG ISSUE 
OVER SMALL RISKS 


Casualty Companies Are Losing 
Much Money on Small 
Compensation Lines 


WANT RATES ADVANCED 
Competition Between the Mutual and 
Stock Carriers Causes Program to 
Be Considerably Battered 
NEW YORK, June 


oficials are mulling over the program 


1.—Company 


they are likely to pursue concerning im- 
the 
workmen's compensation insurance. 


provement in rating situation for 
They realize that they are handicapped 
very materially in the state rating boards 
and anywhere in fact if stock and par- 
ticipating companies are in the same 


Al- 


though the mutuals write perhaps only 


organization and have a _ voice. 
25 percent of the business or less, yet 
they have an equal voice with the stock 
companies when it comes to rates. 
There is this constant pulling and haul- 
ing between the two interests. Each 
spars for political advantage. 
Mutuals Seek Large Premiums 


The mutual companies make their big 
drive on the large premium risks. They 
want the rates high enough so that they 
can pay fairly good dividends in the 
effort to get their net cost considerably 


below the stock companies. The mu- 
tuals really write but a small number 
of the minimum premium risks. This 
constant warfare between the two in- 


terests undoubtedly has a big effect. In 
fact the stock companies feel that they 
are placed at a great disadvantage be- 
cause they are put on an equality with 
the mutuals so far as an effective voice 
is concerned. They claim that it is the 
case of the minority being able to dic- 
tate to the majority or at least to block 
any move that the majority makes if 
the minority does not approve it. 


Block Plan for Increase 

This came out very strongly in the 
eftort of the stock companies to get an 
advance on the rates for small risks. A 
very extensive survey showed that the 
companies are losing money on the 
small premium business. That has been 
the very apparent lesson from the sta- 
ustics that have been compiled. In 
order to get the minimum rate increase, 
many companies felt that it would be 
necessarv to yield to a decrease in the 
expense loading on the bigger premium 
risks. The argument presented was that 
a big sink hole was the small premium 
business. Therefore, some effort should 

be made to get this on a better basis. 
Some Suggested Concession 
It was felt that the companies 
not make much progress unless they 
gtanted some concessions up the line. 
The suggestion was made therefore that 


might 


there be a reduction of two points in | 


the expense ratio on the higher pre- 
mium business. This however was vot- 


| COMMISSIONS INCREASED 
IN TWO LARGE CENTERS 


ACTION ON PLATE GLASS 


Producers and Detroit 
Metropolitan Districts Get 5 Per Cent 


More Than at Present 


in Chicago 


NEW YORK, June 1.—Attempts are 
being made by the companies writing 
plate glass insurance in Chicago and 
Detroit that maintain manual rates to 
meet the competition of outside com- 
panies. While the action is said to be 
temporary, producers will now be paid 
5 per cent more. This places the com- 
mission rate for brokers in the two cities 





where it was before the revision was 
ordered by the conference on acquisi- 
tion and field supervision cost. The 
national agency committee states that 
this change is temporary, but it has 
been felt necessary in order to meet 
competition in Cook county, Illinois, 
and Wayne county, Mich. While the 
committee states that it is temporary, 
others in the business declare that it 


will be placed on a permanent basis. 


Some Companies Handicapped 


The companies operating in 
York have been handicapped 
the New York department required uni- 
form action throughout the country. 
The commission paid brokers and agents 
for plate glass business by i 
operating in New York is 25 
with an additional 10 per cent for gen 
eral agencies. Under the new rule, 
broker or agent now gets 30 per 


New 


because 


companies 


per 








while the general agent or supervisor 
gets 5 per cent more so that the max 
mum rate is not changed The com- 
panies not operating in New York are 
able to pay anv commission they chose 
The agency committee in New York 
therefore stated that inasmuch as it had 
not been possible to secure the coot 
tion of the outside companies to 1 
reasonable commissions it has _ been 
necessary to increase the scale in Wayne, 
Monroe, Washtenaw, Oakland and Ma- 
comb counties, Mich., and Cook county, 
Til. 


The national agency committee adopted 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 43) 


ed down. When it came before C. W. 
Hobbs, the representative of the Insur- 
ance Commissioners Convention on the 
National Council on Compensation I[n- 
surance, he voted down the plan to in- 
crease the rate on the smaller premium 
risks. It was stated that if the plan 
had been carried through to have a re- 
duction in the expense loading for the 
higher premium risks, Mr. Hobbs would 
have approved the program. 
Have Made No Progress 

are where thev 
The subject 
come before 


New York 


Now the companies 
were when they started. 
however undoubtedly will 
the New York authorities. 
| has enough experience to enable it to 
draw its own conclusions. It can see 
that the companies are losing money 
all the while on the small premium busi- 
The question arises whether the 
state insurance board may not force an 
| issue on New York risks. This would 

i not be surprising. 


ness. 


/MINIMUM PREMIUMS SET 
ON COMPENSATION RISKS 


FIDELITY & CASUALTY ACTS 

Adopted After Consulting 

Agents and Managers—Experience of 
23 Companies Shows Distribution 





Figures 


NEW YORK, June 1.—Having heard 
from practically all resident managers 
and general agents regarding their views 
as to the writing of workmen's compen- 
sation insurance, the management of the 
Fidelity & Casualty has determined upon 
the following as the minimum premiums 
it will accept for the different classi- 
fications of this type of here- 
aiter: $25 tor risks involving no manu- 
facturing or construction operations; $50 
tor risks involving manufacturing but 
no construction operations and $100 for 
risks involving construction operations 


Majority Less Than 8500 


Dusiness 


The great majority of risks in the 
compensation line produce an 
premium of than $500; the 
of the Fidelity & Casualty 
of the carriers assert that it is 

\ load up with risks vieldins 
1 premium of less than 
office would place its minimum at 
ll company 
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Compilations of the exp ‘ 2 
ce es made ublic at mis 
s ers’ meeting in New irk last De 
( er give the following distributior 
risks according to size 
Size Group No. of I s Loss 

Premium R Earned 
s 1 s 49 S15S.609 S3.416,041 
) 19 58,94 034,157 
150 299 
R00 499 
a0 400 
a0 999 
1,000 1,999 
OO 1,999 
ooo "2 Gag 
000 $4,949 3 , 
200 4,999 6,624,684 
000 9.999 4,488,537 

10,000 19,999 3,633,838 

20,000 29.000 ' 2,060,550 

30.000 and over 56 3,021,809 

5,000 and over 1081 13,204,734 

All risks 260,476 45,595,432 


Agents Are Indifferent 


The average premium for all risks was 
$175. The companies are not alone in 
finding small risks unprofitable. Many 
agents have adopted the plan of not 
soliciting risks below a_ certain size, 
handling the smaller premiums strictly 
as an accommodation. The small pre- 
mium, low commission and excessive 
service required on compensation have 
turned agents against the business. In 
fact, many have ceased to take much 
interest in compensation risks regard- 
less of size, feeling that the competition 
and the service required put the busi- 
ness in an undesirable class. and that 
i (CONTINUED ON PAGE 43) 








LOCAL AGENTS TELL 
OF PUBLICITY PLANS 


Connecticut Representatives Speak 
Before the Insurance Advertis- 
ing Conference at Hartford 


TALK TO CASUALTY MEN 


Explain Some of the Advertising Meth- 
ods That Have Been Instrumental 
in Getting Business 


At the 


Insurance 


casualty group meeting of the 


Advertising Conference at 
Hartford, three prominent New England 


local agents spoke giving their advertis- 


ing methods Donald G. North, head 
of North’s Insurance Agency at New 
Haven, Conn. said that he was more 
than ever impressed with the fact that 
the agent must know his business thor- 
oughly in order to give the right kind 

service He holds a meeting at 8 
o'clock every Monday morning with the 





including the 
others that are 
1 othice 


leading men of the agency 
department heads and 


ninently connected with the 





Problems that have come up during the 
week are discussed. Sales methods are 
brought up. Mr. North said that his 
gency attempted to use the two cent 
stamp to the limit He thinks that it 
Sa istake simply to send out a letter 
if the two cent stamp will carry some 


1 + ] 
nser aiso 


Uses Flash Advertising 


Insurance 














North's Agency arranges 
with the afternoon daily paper to print 
vert ‘ ent, T i ront page 
ste rries a big ins e lesson. An 
sum is appropriated for this flash 
vertising The wspaper advertising 
nager sees tc it that roper c¢ V Ss 
< | ne newspay] 4 pic- 
re its story the same cture is re- 
produced in the advertisement Mr 
North said that the story may break at 
4 time when there is no opportunity for 
his office to get up copy rherefore, it 
is left with the advertising manager to 
use ap late copy so that the readers 
will be impressec He tr inks that these 
advertisements are having an effect. 
Recently he said a man came to his 
iffice with a kodak picture of an acci- 
dent that he had taken along the street. 
[his an happened along the street 
ith before the accident, 

‘ | + 





le picture, had it developed and 
took it to Mr. North with his compli- 
ments although he was not a policy- 
holder. He said that he had been read- 
ing Mr. North’s advertising and knew 
that he ran cuts featuring accidents. 

Mr. North said that he eliminated en- 
tirely all college, school and church ad- 
vertising. He thinks that such money 
is absolutely wasted. He uses his win- 
| dow space to good advantage. 

James L, Case's Methods 


James L. Case of Norwich, Conn., 
former president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents said that 
| (CONTINUED ON PAGE 42) 
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MEANING OF TERM 
“TRANSIT” IS GIVEN 


BOND THEFT CASE SETTLED 


Globe Indemnity Loses Appeal in Ac- 
tion Arising Out of Delivery of 
Bonds by Brokerage Firm 


The New York court of appeals has 
decided in the case of Underwood vs. 
Globe Indemnity, the meaning of the 
term “transit” as used in policies cover- 
ing goods in transit. The case arose 
out of the loss of some bonds to a pol- 
icyholder in the Globe Indemnity 
through false representation. The policy 
was called a broker’s basic blanket bond 
for stock brokers and covered against 
loss of money, currency, bonds and 
cther securities while in transit within 
20 miles of any of the brokers’ offices. 
The person who delivered the bonds re- 
ceived a check which he supposed was 
certified but which in fact was only 
stamped certified and was not signed. 
The check was, therefore, worthless. 
The receiver of the bonds disappeared 
and the bonds were not recovered. 

Definition Given 


The plaintiff was given a verdict in 
the trial court, but this was reversed by 
the appellate division on the grounds 
that transit was completed when the loss 
occurred. In its decision reversing the 
appellate division, the court of appeals 
said in part: 
<deer clause ‘C’ was intended to 
cover and did cover thefts from em- 
ployes delivering securities within 
twenty miles of the office. ‘In transit’ 
means, in this case, while going to make 
a delivery to a customer. The bonds 
were taken from Del Re by a false token, 
false representations, constituting theft. 

Definition Too Narrow 


“To hold that transit means actual 
movement, and not a period of rest, is 
too narrow a construction to give this 
undertaking, and is contrary to its full 
meaning and scope. The bonds 
were in transit within the meaning of 
this policy when they were taken out 
for delivery, and until delivery, in the 
legal sense of the word, to a customer. 
The bonds were in Del Re’s possession 
when they were obtained from him by 
a trick or device; title never passed to 
Dunn; they were procured from Del Re 
by common-law larceny. Therefore, 
there had never been a delivery to end 
the transit.” 


Will Be Examined 


YORK, 
preme court order 


NEW June 1 Under a 
the officers of the 
American Auto Adjustment Association 
must undergo examination concerning 
the affairs of the organization An affi- 
davit by Deputy Attorney General Win- 
ter alleged that the association was en- 
gaged in selling certificates of member- 
ship for the ostensible purpose of ren- 
service in the event of automo- 
The management of the 
the charges 


su- 


dering 
bile accidents 


concern 


denies 


North Dakota Safety Congress 


EK. William Corn of Chicago, field 
resentative of the National Safety coun- 
cil, was one of the principal speakers at 
the first annual safety congress for 
North Dakota May 25-26 L. F. Shedd, 
safety superintendent of the Rock Island 
railroad, Chicago, was another out of 
the state speaker and numerous talks 
relative to state and personal safety 
were given by North Dakota speakers. 
Frank Milhollan, Bismarck, chairman of 
the board of railroad commissioners, was 
president; George Hoenck, 
was elected first vice-president. 
vice-presidents named were Mrs. 
J. E. Stevens, Devils Lake: A. J, H. 
tratsberg, Minot; John kL. Hulteng, 
Grand Forks; Dr. A. A. Whittemore, Bis- 
marek, and T. M. Flynn, Jamestown. J. J. 
Ermatinger of Bismarck was elected sec- 
retary and C. R. Green of Bismarck was 
chosen as treasurer, 


rep- 





ree lected 
Fargo, 
Other 








W. B. JOYCE COMPANY 


FORMS “50-50 CLUB” | 


PLAN IS TO EDUCATE AGENTS 


Northwestern Managers of 
Surety Will Have Specialists Address 
Field Men at Meetings 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., June 1.— 
A “50-50 Club” has been formed by the 
W. B. Joyce Company of Minneapolis, 
northwestern managers for the Nationai 


Surety. The club is modeled on that 
formed at the home office of the com- 
pany in New York some weeks ago. 
Meetings will be held once a month, 
either at the Minneapolis or the St 


Paul offices of the agency, and will be 
attended by the management, depart 
ment heads and special agents. 

Improve Knowledge of Lines 

It is planned to have a talk at each 
ot the gatherings by a specialist in one 
of the numerous lines of business writ- 
ten by the National Surety, the purpose 
being to give all members of the organ- 
ization an intimate knowledge of eaca 
ot the classes of risks and to offer means 
for securing them. 

During a recent visit to the Joyce 
Agency, FE. M. Allen, vice-president of 
the National Surety, told of the excei- 
lent results had with the club in New 
York City, the idea so commending it- 
self to the agency management that it 
was decided to form a similar organiza- 
tion for its staff. The probabilities are 
that like organizations will be 
among other agencies and branch offices 
of the company. 


Reconsider Compulsory Measures 


MADISON, WIS., June 1.—Compul- 
sory automobile liability insurance still 
holds the spotlight for insurance men in 
the Wisconsin legislature as the result 
of the decision of the assembly to re- 
consider the vote by which the Schauer 
bill, 136 A, and the Miller bill, 623 A, 
were indefinitely postponed. The Miller 
bill is the so-called model compulsory 
liability measure which has a state fund 


provision in it and it was understood 
that the other legislators would with- 
draw their bills in favor of this. What 


the action of the assembly will be when 
the two bills again come up for a vote 
is unknown but it appears that the 
sponsors of this form of insurance have 
mustered sufficient strength which might 
put one of the two through the 
sembly. It is believed that if one does 
pass the assembly, the senate will defeat 
li 


as- 


National | 


created | 


ENTERTAINS FRIENDS 





| COMPANY OFFICIALS PRESENT 
j cccatepanvesantn 

Eldredge, Carolan, Graham & Cleary 
Are Hosts—Office House Warming 

| 


and Banquet Were Features 


Eldredge, Carolan, Graham & Cleary, 
the recently formed firm due to the 


| 


| combination of two well known Chicago 


| agencies, gave a complimentary dinner 
| to officials of companies they represent 
and the associates of the agency in Chi- 
cago, Tuesday evening. The 
composed of Charles H. Eldredge, J. P. 
Carolan, who is county commissioner; 
Albert T. Graham and John J. Cleary. 


Mr. Eldredge presided at the dinner. It | 


was a splendid turnout of the close 
friends of the firm, who were enthusias- 
tic in their predictions for its future. 
Mr. Graham paid compliment to his 
partners. The other speakers were Vice- 
President E. J. Schofield, Standard Ac- 


| 
| 


firm is | 


|a committee headed by J. J. 


cident; Vice-President J. J. Meador, 
United States Casualty; W. E. McCul- 
lough of Chicago, western field super- | 


visor of the General of Seattle; C. M. 
Cartwright. THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER, 
and Jules Girardin, general agent of the 
Phoenix Mutual Life. 

Company officials present who did not 
speak were George R. Fulton, field sec- 
retary, United States Casualty: Paul 
Payne of Rock Island, field supervisor, 
United States Casualty; Stewart 
| agency superintendent, Standard 
dent; Vice-President J. R. Wilbur, Sec- 
retary E. A. Henne and Cook County 
Manager George H. Coleman, 
Fore group; H. b. Bale, Chicago man- 
ager, and A. C. Arnold, Chicago surety 
manager, Standard Accident; Chester M. 
Hayden. Cook county manager, Com- 
merce of Albany; George H. Lawrence, 
personal accident supervisor, United 
States Casualty. \. J. Griffin) had 
charge of the musical part of the even- 
ing. During the day, Tuesday, the en- 
larged offices of the firm in the Insur- 


ance Exchange were visited by a number | 


of their friends and patrons. Open 
house was kept during the entire day. 


Ontario Requires License 


An order-in-council has been passed 
by the Ontario government providing 
| that all automobile drivers in Ontario 
must be licensed after July 1, 1927. Each 
individual license will cost $1 and will 
be good until the end of 1928 Com- 
petent examiners will be appointed in 
many centers throughout the province 
|} to put the new regulations into effect. 


Leitch, | 
Acci- | 


America | 


| disability. 


|at the Hartford meeting by H. C 
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INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES 
FORMING ORGANIZATION 





COMMITTEE SEEKS OPINIONS 





Problems of Man on Debit Need Speciaj 
Attention, Men Working for 
New Body Believe 


A new insurance organization is ¢ 
the way to being as a result of th 
Insurance Advertising Conference 
Hartford last week. Fifteen 
life and accident company officials and 
representatives at the conference decid- 
ed that the industrial companies need 
an organization of their own 
cussion of problems pertaining to t 
man on the debit. 

To sound out the industrial companies 
ot the country on the formation of suc} 
an organization, representatives 
these companies at Hartford appointe; 
Dovk 
the Western & Southern as chairmar 
and including E. H. Cullom, vice-pres 
ident of the Life & Casualty of Te: 
nessee as secretary; W. J. Bradley oj 
the Home Life of Philadelphia; Howar 
M. Emmons, vice-president of the Mu 
tual Life of Baltimore; Felix Rothschild 
secretary of the Sun Life of Baltimore: 
and H. C. Welch, agency manager « 
the American Bankers of Chicago 


industria 


tor dis 


Opinions to Be Sought 


Mr. Cullom, secretary of the commit 


tee, will send out letters at once to th 
industrial companies of the country t 


cbhtain their suggestions and ideas 
to such an organization. It is believed 
that at least 50 companies are read 
to join such a group. 





Excepting in the Industrial insur 
Conference, the problems of the man o1 
the debit are entirely overshadowed 
all life insurance conventions by the 
consideration of problems affecting the 
writing of ordinary life and commercial 
The matter of employment 
of agents, which was so ably discussed 
Welch 
of the American Bankers of Chicago 
the best method of improving collec 
tions, use of pamphlets and printed mat 
ter for stimulating business, record sys 
tems, in fact anything having special 
reference to the industrial insurance mat 
would have its place on programs of 
such an organization. It is recognized 
also that many special problems of the 


industrial companies could be handled 


| by closer cooperation in a way to bet 


| at Hartford 


CONNECTICUT AGENTS TALK ON CASUALTY 





DONALD G. 
New Haven, 


NORTH 
Conn. 








JAMES L. CASE 
Norwich, Conn. 


efit all. 
The committee which was appointed 
hopes to be able to for 
mulate a progress report within the 
next three or four weeks. The present 
thought is to make this projected or 
ganization entirely new and 
from any now existing in order that 
may focus its attention upon the 
subject of industrial insurance agen 


separate 


problems. 





Michigan Safety Congress 


Michigan will hold its first 
dustrial safety congress at the Univer 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, June 28-3 
Accident prevention in all its phases wi 
be discussed intensively at the Ann Ar 
bor meeting It is expected that cor 
pensation insurance executives, 
sentatives of employers and employes 


annual 


repre: 


and officials of the department of lab 
and industry will attend Increase 
this year's legislative session of the 
maximum rate of compensation  frot 
$14 to $18 weekly is seen as an add 
tional spur to the adoption of safet 
measures at this time. 


Pass Illinois Compensation Law 


The Tllinois legislature has _ passed 
house bill 385 amending the compensa- 
tion law and the new measure Is now 
in the hands of the governor. It mate- 


riaily extends the compensation law and 


adds to the benefit. Another measur 
is senate bill 561, which has been intro- 
duced to extend the compensation act 


to include officers of corporate municipal 
bodies 
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CENTRAL SURETY AND INSURANCE 
CORPORATION 


sti HOME OFFICE: KIRKWOOD BUILDING 
lecid KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
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~ WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 


| pensation benefits prescribed in Section 4 


shall be exclusive and in place of all 
other liability of such employer to these 


| employes, meaning, of course, while they 











STUDY LONGSHOREMEN’S ACT 


Much Thought Being Given to Cover- 
age Under New Federal Statute, | 
Which Is Effective July 1 

| 

| 


NEW YORK, June 1.—Interest on | 
the part of casualty company executives 
in the longshoremen and harbor work- 
ers’ act, which becomes operative July 
1, continues keen, and careful study is 
being given the rates prepared for the 
various forms of coverage by the Na- 
tional Council on Compensation Insur- 
ance. While it is appreciated that it is 
virtually impossible to differentiate in 
the making of rates for stevedoring | 
risks, between the shore and the vessel 
hazard, some underwriters feel that it 
would be perfectly feasible to do this 
with respect to shipwright risks. The 
whole subject is engaging the best 
thought of the business and will be re- 
viewed by the rate committee of the 
National Council when it next meets. 

A summary of the federal compensa- 
tion law is thus set forth by the United 
States Casualty in a communication to 
its local representatives: 

This act will become effective July 1 
and will apply to all workmen who per- 
form at any time any part of their work 
or duty upon the navigable water of the 
United States or upon any dry dock, 
while so engaged and, obviously, work 
or duty performed on a ship previously 
Placed in commission will be regarded 
as being performed on navigable water. 
This new law will most certainly cover 





all maritime employments excepting that 
it will not apply to the master or captain 
of a ship nor to the members of the 
ship’s crew, nor to persons who are en- 


gaged by the master or captain to repair | 
I | employer fails to secure the payment of 


or unload a vessel under 18 tons net as 
may of course be done in exceptional, 
but comparatively rare cases. It is the 
commonly accepted opinion that it may 
also cover workmen who go on board 
ship for purposes not commonly regarded 
as belonging to strictly maritime em- 
ployment in the ordinary sense of the 
term and, obviously, it will apply in em- 


are engaged on any dry dock or upon 
navigable water of the United States. 


Two Distinct Coverages 


A careful reading of the act does not 
disclose any exception to its exclusive- 
ness as set forth in Section 5 unless the 


compensation prescribed by Section 4. 
The benefits prescribed by this new 
law are approximately those of the New 
York workmen’s compensation law, which 
it follows rather closely in other particu- 
lars, and it will be administered by the 
United States Employes Compensation 
Commission through district offices to 
be established for that purpose and its 
administration will be kept apart from 
the administration of any state work- 
men’s compensation law, according to a 


| recent announcement of one of the com- 


Ployers’ liability states as well as in 
states having workmen’s compensation | 
laws. 
Relation to State Laws 

This new law will take from work- 
men coming within its purview the right 
to sue in admiralty or under the com- 
mon law for accidents resulting in in- 
jury sustained upon navigable water or 
upon any dry dock, provided the em- 


ployer has procured insurance under the 
law, but will not take away from such 
workmen the right to compensation 
benefits under a state law where the 
state law may still apply as for instance, 
on a dock or upon the premises of an 
employer engaged in shipwright work 
where the state compensation law, if one 
exists, will still apply. 

Sub-section 4 of Section 2 of the act 
provides that an employer, any of whose 
employes are at any time wholly or only 
in part performing their duties upon any 
dry dock or upon navigable water of the 
United States, is an employer within the 
meaning of the act and must therefore 
provide the compensation benefits pre- 
scribed by Sections 7, 8 and 9 for such 
employes and according to Section 5 of 





missioners, so that insurance carriers 
will have in workmen’s compensation 
states two distinct and separate cover- 
ages to look after. 


Is Insurance Agent Covered? 


LINCOLN, NEB., June 1—The district 
court here is hearing a case wherein it 
is sought to stretch the compensation 
act to cover the accidental death of a 
man employed as a soliciting agent by 
an insurance company, while working on 
a commission. The case is one brought 
by Georgia Priest against the Business 
Men's Protective, an accident and health 
company, which says that her husband 
had a general commission contract at 
the time of his death, and that he was 
not, therefore, an employe within the 
meaning of the law. The widow says 
his contract was on a salary and com- 
mission basis. The company pleads an 
oral amendment to the contract so that 
it covered commission only. This in- 


the act the liability to provide the com- | jects into the case the novel proposition 














Amer. Auto Und., Chicago. ........ccccess 
Amer. BOter WRG., POODPOFTE.. ccccvccceces 
Auto Owners Und., Kankakee 
3elt Auto Ind., El Paso 
Colonial Cas. Und., 
Continental Auto Ins. Und., Springfield.... 
Eastern Auto Ins. Und., Springfield....... 
Economy Auto Ins. Assn., Freeport....... 
Empire Auto Ins. Und., 
Farmers Auto Ins. Assn., 
First National Cas. Ins., Chicago......... 
Fort Dearborn Cas. Und., Chicago........ 
Inter-Ins. Exch. Chg. Motor Club, Chicago 
Intermational Und., Peoria. ...csccccccesss 
Iroquois Auto Ins. Und., Danville 
Mid-West Auto Und., Freeport........... 
Motor Car United Und., Chicago.......... 
Motor Vehicle Und., Chicago.............. 
National Auto Und., Chicago............. 
National Motor Und., Springfield.......... 
Northern Casualty Und., Chicago 
Prairie State Farmers, Bloomington...... 
Reliance Auto Ins. Und., Peoria.......... 
Republic Casualty Und., Springfield....... 
Samson Auto Ins. Assn., Freeport 
Suburban Auto Ins. Und., Lombard....... 
Union Auto Ind. Assn., Bloomington...... 


cn re ers 





| STATEMENTS OF INTER-INSURANCE EXCHANGES 


As Compiled by the Illinois Insurance Department 














FOR 1926 











Inter-Insurance Exchanges of Illinois—Automobile 
Business in Illinois 
Dis- Net sosses Losses 
Income bursements Assets’. Liabilities Surplus Prem Paid Incurred 
Bg 12,013 $ 122,480 §$ 25,593 §$ $ 11,539 $ 419,711 $ »322 
185,913 148,729 181,905 71,548 Bt: 180,110 49,409 ,359 
308,352 279,083 368,955 105,819 263,136 159,542 59,136 ,142 
1,158,668 1,141,716 686,197 473,883 212,314 169,212 77,854 ,742 
71,653 50,085 53,603 21,401 32,202 54,801 13,492 »792 
621,361 597,247 260,532 150,567 109,964 308,628 139,050 123 
308,684 260,049 153,358 96,673 56,684 248,345 62,713 915 
200,287 172,231 186,595 69,903 116,692 192,550 61,714 07 
35,360 34,450 42,556 9,141 33,415 33,223 7,835 20 
47,683 38,949 56,008 2,382 ee 8 <wewae 19,537 2 
98,719 107,146 477 Tr 477 46,871 10,207 
278,868 278,877 183,814 124,694 59,120 208,213 72,390 
2,420,190 1,871,725 2,946,224 1,408,183 1,538,040 2,263,349 612,961 
30,177 30,248 63,362 15,285 48,076 26,739 4,662 
262,038 247,279 114,765 73,434 41,331 120,057 49,938 
327,833 308,562 125,875 97,671 28,203 324,313 139,906 
485,201 487,733 304,037 166,946 137,091 417,647 222,205 
436,190 392,497 388,252 186,982 201,269 5 169,550 
64,493 49,188 101,613 : 66,464 17,619 
107,700 125,218 94,973 51,718 31,640 
79,641 80,706 63,620 53,838 19,812 
46,586 30,308 46,516 30,862 13,636 
208,457 201,809 109,980 if 40,299 70,144 
228,541 94,381 166,215 57,125 109,089 6,758 
167,584 142,904 154,643 53,439 101,203 25,748 
122,765 74,103 118,389 38,892 79,497 121,231 28,626 
187,723 137,325 287,517 37,757 249,759 118,582 25,647 
53,629 54,328 36,467 18,238 18,229 53,491 15,061 


Washington Ins. Exch., Washington...... 


Totals” 





$ 8,516,419 $ 7,559,369 


$7,322,053 








$3,454,037 $3,868,015 $6,382,642 $2,046,974 $1,992,839 


Inter-Insurance Exchanges of Other States—Automobile 


Auto Und. of Am., Tex........ 


Federal Auto Ins. 
General Ind. Exch., 


eee 


Beek er ete a ee 


U. S. 


$ 787,290 $ 


841,867 $ 308,429 §$ 
353,517 


316,927 17 174,535 





1,160,466 1, 81 430,074 
131,536 538 219,582 
299,695 295,486 185,565 
244,912 237,623 227,499 








$ 2,940,829 $ 2,921,313 $1,545,687 








$11,457,249 $10,480,683 $8,867,741 


$1,010,924 $ 524,763 $ 248,062 


79,172 $ 37,545 $ 35,504 
9,384 1,221 3,056 
70,207 37,070 38,463 

.. dao CO ee ee 
81,782 38,251 38.298 
7,047 2,236 1,485 








$ 116,325 $ 116,808 





$4,464,962 $4,402,779 $6,630,704 $2,163,300 $2,109,648 


Inter-Insurance Exchenges of Illinois—Liability 



































Bitum. Cas. Exch., Rock Island........... $467,215 $351,076 $ 573,468 $ 365,450 $ 208,017 $ 232,933 $ 173,465 

Ce eee 2 Pe, Bc cckccceouesenn 76,924 114,284 144,783 90,610 54,172 49,014 43.773 

Plate Glass Rec. Und., Chicago........... 173,388 166,090 113,331 47,779 65,552 26,712 12,273 

So ee eee 133,053 103,428 139,304 59,139 80,164 127,015 81.454  ...... 
NE ie areas sot int Pee ewes aoe $850,582 $374,880 $ 970,887 $ 562,980 $ 407,906 $ 435,676 $ 251,208 $ 229,512 

Inter-Insurance Exchanges of Other States—Liability 

i i, ant MR 66 te kc ade aed ee eed dune $ 82,976 67.667 $ 141,110 $ $ 106,953 $ 9,243 $ 2,200 $ 

rs Me ns Sardeeaewespa ene nee 923,428 908,733 1,054,244 640,119 48,434 34,021 

ee Ce. i... tsceneseeneses uu 3,600,297 3,2 924 2,580,219 1 989,762 233,368 140,201 

PROC ORERME TIM, BRUM sc ccccesveccoccces 40,530 507 93,001 5,172 ee. steeea Yahnadunth 

SUE Bs EU, BOs isc ccc rocncécodsas 968,160 849,100 589,958 231,467 181,191 116,955 91,318 
ME ca dFhth sa bideatenwedwa teense sas $5,615,392 $5,136,933 $4,418,535 $2,445,060 $1,973,475 $ 473,934 $ 293,377 $ 125,841 

PIED. “Sicwavescuaiwe aevna dees $6,465,975 $5,871,814 $5,389,422 $3,008,040 $2,381,381 $ 909,610 $ 


544,586 $ 355,353 





| beries 





rs 


whether the usual rule of law relating 
to the inadmissibility of evidence of con. 
versations with a deceased person jp " 
matter in interest applies to the Pregi. 
dent of a mutual insurance associatio, 


Compensation Is Allowed 


ST. PAUL, June 1—There is no just. 
fication for excluding from the compen. 
sation act a man working in this State 
for a local industry even though he Was 
hired in another state and lived there, js 
the gist of a ruling just handed down 
by the supreme court in a Case inyoly. 
ing the Royal Indemnity as insurer. 

A road contractor living in Minnesota 
was doing some work in Iowa where he 
hired the plaintiff in the case. After 
that work was completed the contracto, 
brought his equipment back into Minne. 
sota to do some road work in the state 
He also brought along the plaintiff ty 
work for him in Minnesota. 

The plaintiff was injured and sought 
compensation. The contractor Claimeg 
that his employe did not come under th. 
compensation act, but was not uphelg 
by the industrial commission, which aj. 
lowed compensation. The supreme court 
affirmed this finding. 


Kentucky Mine Accidents Increase 


LOUISVILLE, June 1.—Fatal accidents 
in the coal mining industry have jp. 
creased the past month, several men 
having been killed in slate falls, by cut. 
ting machines, electrocution, etc. Some 
rock fall accidents are perhaps due to 
heavy rains and changing temperatures 
However, mines are now busy as a re. 
sult of the strike in the union fields, 
and whenever mines are busy accidents 
increase, due in part to rushing produc. 
tion, more men being employed, and the 


fact that timbering is more carelessly 
done, with more of the “take a chance” 
angle. 


Ruling on “Employment” Made 


A man’s employment ends when he 
lays down his tools and leaves his em- 
ployer’s premises, is the ruling of Com- 
pensation Commissioner Kennedy of Ne- 
braska, upholding the protest of the 
Ocean Accident against payment of any 
money to Walter Goad of Tecumseh 
against the Asplund Construction Conm- 
pany. Goad had been working over the 
line in Kansas on construction company 
work and had been in the habit of riding 
to his home. On this ground he based 
his claim that the broken ribs received 
in an automobile accident at night when 
he was on his way home arose out of 
and during the course of his employ- 
ment. Mr. Kenedy said it did not. 


Died From Thorn Prick; Compensated 


Prof. John Davison of Ohio Northern 
University, Ada, O., while addressing a 
high school graduating class pricked his 
finger on a rose which had been selected 


as the class flower. Infection followed 
and death resulted, His widow sued for 
workmen’s compensation and won the 


Now the Ohio workmen's compen- 
sation department will carry the case to 
the higher courts, 


case. 








| 
BURGLARY INSURANCE 














Counties Can’t Buy Burglary Cover 


COLUMBUS, O., June 1.—County com- 
missioners have no authority to pur- 
chase and pay for burglary or holdup 
insurance for the county treasurer or for 
any other county officer, nor have they 
authority to pay for insurance against 
forgery, Attorney General Turner ruled 
The opinion was given at the request 
of the state bureau of inspection and 
supervision of public offices. 


Vigilantes Arm for Bandits 


MADISON, WIS., June 1—Vigilantes 
are being armed throughout Wisconsi® 
by the state banking association to 
guard against bank robbers. There have 
not been any robberies in the state re- 
cently, but the bankers are not taking 
any chances on having a series of rob- 
such as occurred during the last 
two or three years. This was the mes 
sage given to 75 bankers of the southern 
section of Wisconsin who met here last 
week, by Wall Coapman, secretary of the 
association, who said the banks of Dane 
Columbia and Sauk counties are arming 
employes and that the banks of seven 
counties in the state are receiving 
county board appropriations for equiP- 
ping community protection groups. 
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held that this did not cover injuries re- 
ceived from the burning of personal 
property within the building. Arnold vs. 
Travelers, Conn, Sup. Ct. 


Bankers Casualty Changes 


R. B. Beson has resigned from the 


Bankers Casualty of Springfield, Ill., an | 


assessment accident and health com- 
pany. James R. Graham has been ap- 
pointed assistant secretary and general 
manager of the Bankers Casualty and 
Daniel C. Bowling has been appointed 
district agency manager. The Bankers 
Casualty was organized in 1925 and is 
writing a noncancellable health and ac- 
cident policy. 


La Bounty Made Agency Manager 
Roy D. LaBounty, who has been con- 
nected with the Central Casualty of 


Columbus, O., for the past four years, 
has been appointed agency manager of 
the company. He has been serving as 
manager at Toledo and has built up the 
company’s second largest agency there. 


Cover Coast Stars 


To guard against the heavy loss that 
would be occasioned by the disability of 
any of the members of the crack infield 
of th: Oakland (Cal.) baseball team the 
management has taken accident insur- 
ance on the four—Fenton, Reese, Larry 
and Caveney. The business was written 
by Phil Koerner, Fresno, Cal., agent for 
the Equitable of New York, a former 
player and now a scout of the Oakland 
Club. Last year Koerner wrote two life 
policies on Larry and Reese, sensational 
young infiielders, who were brought to 
the club by him. 











AMONG SURETY MEN 














EXPOSED TO A HEAVY LOSS 


Surety Underwriters Draw Lesson from 
Recent Experience Where Companies 
Are Involved for Large Amounts 


Inasmuch as there have been some 
very striking examples recently where 
surety companies have undertaken finan- 
cial guarantees of a rather monumental 
nature and are now confronted with a 
heavy loss, underwriters have been dis- 
cussing the desirability of exposing a 
company to a huge loss, even if it seems 
very remote. The consensus of opinion 
seems to be that it is a dangerous policy 
for any company to enter into a con- 
tract, where if a loss comes it may re- 
ceive a smashing blow. In the cases 
that have recently come to light the 
undertaking was seemingly most desira- 
ble. A loss seemed almost impossible. 
Yet these companies are now face to 





| struction 


face with a serious liability. It may 
cost them millions. Surety underwriters | 
have been studying these cases and 


using them as examples of the danger 
confronting offices. Some companies 
have gone over the question of writing 
completion bonds and guarantee of prin- 
cipal and interest of real estate bonds 
very carefully. Thev realize that before 
such undertakings should be completed 
a most careful survev should be made 
and then a company should protect itself 
against an abnormal loss if it comes. 


Would Require Corporate Surety 


RICHMOND, VA., June 1—C Lee 
Moore, state auditor of public accounts, 
has written to Judge Burns of the cir- 
cuit court of Buchanan county, suggest- 
ing that A. C. Stacy, treasurer of that 
county, either be compelled to execute 
a corporate surety bond, in lieu of per- 
sonal surety already given, or required 


This step was taken 
an opinion 
the effect 


to vacate his office, 
following the rendering of 
by the attorney general to 
that the personal bond given by Mr. 
Stacy was not sufficient under the law, 
because it was furnished after an act 
passed in March, 1926, making corporate 
surety compulsory became effective. An 
apparent shortage approximating $89,000 


was recently discovered in Stacy's ac- 
counts, but only county funds were 
affected These were protected largely 


by a personal bond of $100,000 previously 
given by Stacy in compliance with the 
then existing law. The bond was in- 
creased last year to $250,000. 


Limit Surety’s Liability 


LANSING, MICH., June 1—Although it 
was brought out in trial of the action 
that Mrs. Gretchen Colt, former cashier 
of the Michigan Mortgage Investment 
Company here, embezzled at least $13,- 
500 from her employers over a period 
of years, the liability of the American 
Employers, which wrote her $5,000 bond, 


was ruled by Judge Collingwood to be 
only the maximum amount set in the 
bond. It was argued by counsel for the 


mortgage company that because the de- 
falcations took place throughout two dis- 
tinct annual contract periods, the com- 
pany owed $10,000. Suit was 
for $10,000 plus interest. 


| bills 





brought | 
| and surety business, is in process of for- 


COMPANY LIABLE FOR TOOLS 


Nebraska Supreme Court Held Bond 
Covered Expenses for Equipment 
Necessary to Carry Out Contract 


LINCOLN, NEB., June 1.—Where a 
surety company contracts with a county 
that it will guarantee the performance 
by a contractor of all the things set 
out in his own contract with the coun- 
ty, the surety will be held liable for the 
due performance of every act that the 
principal undertook to perform. This 
is the holding of the supreme court in 
overturning a judgment entered in 
Douglas county in favor of the General 
Casualty & Surety, sued by Arthur A. 


Fuchs, an equipment man, who supplied | 


tools and appliances to the Beebe Con- 
Company. The surety com- 
pany defended on the ground that it 


| agreed to be responsible for the pay- | 
| ment only of the materials furnished, | 


which meant what went into and be- 
came a part of the finished paving, and 
that it did not guarantee to pay any 
the Beebe company incurred for 
tools and appliances that, while neces- 
sary on the particular job, could be and 
were used over and over again on other 
contracts. The lower court upheld this 
contention but the supreme court 
that the company was liable because it 
guaranteed the performance of all terms, 
covenants and conditions of the con- 
tract according to its terms and tenor, 
and this included the payment of just 


4 
Sar 


claims against the contractor for any- | 
thing furnished in connection with the | 


work. 


Discusses Lien Law 


MILWAUKEE, June 1—J. E. Tierney, 
attorney in Milwaukee for the Southern 
Surety, addressed the Surety Underwrit- 
ers’ Association of Milwaukee at its 
meeting last Friday on the amendment 
to the lien law of Wisconsin. 
a bill, 583-A, in the Wisconsin assembly 
which has been recommended for pas- 
sage relating to liens, and the surety 
men were able to attach an amendment 
to it which will be more to their in- 
terest than the provisions of the original 
bill, Mr. Tierney outlined the provisions 
of the bill and the amendment. The bill 
will affect only contractors on public 
work and does not cover liens on private 
enterprises The amendment provides 
that the surety be notified of the issu- 
ance of a lien on the contractor and if 
the contractor shall dispute the claim 
filed against him the surety shall also 
be notified of any such action which shall 
be filed. 


Surety Association Examnied 


The New York insurance 
is making its customary examination of 
the Surety Association of America, the 
law requiring that 
made of all companies and organizations 
under its jurisdiction once every three 
years. 


Forming New Surety Company 


The Northern 
United States, 


Surety Company of the 
which will do a fidelity 


There is | 


department | 


investigation be | 


mation in New York City. The company 
will start with an initial capital of $250,- 
000 and a paid in surplus of $125,000. 
The home office of the new company will 
be in New York. 











PLATE GLASS INSURANCE | 














NAVY CONSIDERS LIABILITY 


Department Reported Contemplating 
Settling of Claims Arising Out of Ex- 
plosion at Denmark Lake, N. J. 


NEW YORK, June 1.—Again the re- 
port is circulated that the Navy Depart- 
ment is seriously considering its liability 
for the destruction of property caused 
through the explosion in the arsenal at 
Denmark Lake, N. J., a year ago. Plate 
glass insurance companies are interested 
to the extent of about $9,000, and should 
the government authorities conclude to 
settle for the damage subrogation will 
be taken by the casualty men from those 
pf its policyholders to whom it paid 
claims. 

Getting money from Uncle Sam is a 
wearing process, as those who have at- 
tempted it can testify. Almost 10 years 
have elapsed since the famous Gillespie 
explosion occurred at Morgan, N. J., 
and though the plate glass companies 
filed innumerable affidavits for review 
by the army authorities, in their efforts 
to collect about $100,000 they were 
finally compelled to enter suit against 
the manufacturing firm directly. The 
,case is on the calendar and in the course 
of time will doubtless be tried. 
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| E. A. Wride, special agent in the Chi- 
| cago office of the Norwich Union In- 
| demnity, has just returned to his desk 
after an illness of two months. Mr. 
| Wride has fully recovered and has taken 
up his duties where he was forced to 
leave off. 

F. Norie-Miller, home office general 
manager of the General Accident of 
Scotland, is senior in point of contin- 
uous service among the casualty com- 
pany officials of Great Britain. When 
Mr. Norie-Miller assumed the manage- 
ment of the General Accident 40 years 
ago, he was but 28 vears of age, but 
| had already established a reputation as 
| a successful underwriter. At that time 
| the company was unknown outside the 
| confines of its home country, its annual 
| premium income being something less 
| than $15,000. Under Mr. Norie-Miller’s 
| vigorous administration the business of 
| the General Accident developed rapidly 
| until today it is operating in many of 
| the countries of the world, and in the 
| United States alone its premium writings 
| last vear exceeded $15,500,000. While 
, Mr. Norie-Miller has had able lieuten- 
| ants during the course of his company’s 
| upbuilding, and none upon whom he re- 
lies with greater confidence than Fred- 
| erick Richardson, the United States 
manager, his has been the master mind 
| directing the policy of the General Ac- 
cident through the years. To him is due 
the major credit for the great success 
attained by the company in the casualty 
underwriting field. 


LOCAL AGENTS TELL 
OF PUBLICITY PLANS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37) 
when one applies the flame of enthus- 
| iasm to the spirit of energy a collision 
will always follow. In a small city the 
agent is usually the head of the agency. 
the head of all the departments and the 
ne plus ultra. In an agency of this 
kind he said that the girls in the office 
must know the business pretty thor- 
oughly because they are dealing with 





a 
people who come in. Very frequently 
the girls are able to swing business to 
the agency and they can do many 
things to create a friendly atmosphere 
for the agency. Mr. Case said that he 
realized that good advertising require; 
good copy. There must be a story tolq 
that is worth while. He uses blotters 
and postcards to good advantage. 


Should Follow Up Advertising 


After advertising matter has been sent 
out he stated that the personal call or 
the ’phone call would often get busgj. 
ness. Mr. Case related a campaign that 
he put on six years ago for check for. 
gery bonds, he securing $9,000 in busi. 
ness. He said that the business was 
well sold. Most of it is on the books, 
He had an expert go around with him, 
He would have the prospect write his 
name. Then the expert would turn the 
sheet around, imitate the signature and 
see if the prospect could tell which was 
his own signature. In almost all cases 
Mr. Case said, the man would pick out 
the imitation signature as his own, 
That sold the business. 


Address by Thomas D. Faulkner 


Thomas D. Faulkner of Hartford who 
has made a name for his office on ac- 
count of his extensive and impressive 
real estate advertising said that through 
publicity methods he had created faith 
in the insurance service of his office. His 
business had trebled in three years. He 
stated that one of the big ideas of ad- 
vertising was to create confidence in an 
agency. He uses the “Insurance Pic- 
torial” to good advantage, having 1,000 
select names for his best publicity ma- 
terial. One of his salesmen is an ama- 
teur photographer. He would go out 
and take pictures of the homes of some 
of the leading and middle class people. 
Mr. Faulkner would then paste a photo- 
graph of the house on a letter and so- 
licit the man for insurance of various 
kinds. Mr. Faulkner said that he is a 
firm believer in the efficacy of advertis- 
ing letters if they were well conceived 
He had a booth in the “Better Homes 
Week” at Hartford, and feels that | 
got good returns from it. Various form 
of novelties he thinks create a favorable 
impression. 

R. W. 





Smiley’s Views 


At the same conference R. W. Smiley 






Casualty, said that an agent should be 
able to distinguish between his wants 
and needs. In other words the agent 
should study the advertising material 
that companies send out and d 








a 





He believes that agents will absorb n 
terial sent by the companies for 
edification if it is presented in an in 
teresting and gripping way. Mr. Smiley 
took the position that the advertisi 
manager should study the conditions in 
various localities in which the company 
is doing business and should see what 
he can do to help the agents in these 
particular places. The advertising de- 
partment, he said, should be a clearing 
house for suggestions. The agent should 
feel free to write in and tell the different 
ways in which their advertising 
been effective. 








Cc. E. Rickerd on the Program 


C. E. Rickerd, advertising manager 
of the Standard Accident, declared that 
it will be necessary for the advertising 
men to show actual results before com- 
panies will agree to spend large sums 
of money for publicity purposes. It is 
difficult, he said, to trace actual results 
from advertising. The local agent be- 
fore he will spend his money must be 
convinced that the advertising will do 
something for him. 


Get Employers Liability 


Rice & Belk of Houston, Tex., have 
been made general agents of the Em- 
ployers’ Liability, replacing John L 


Wortham & Son. Rice & Belk have one 
of the largest agencies in Houston 
Craig Belk, the active manager of the 
business, has been a prominent figure 2 
the affairs of the National Association 
of Insurance Agents for a great many 
years. 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS MADE 
AS TO CANNING INDUSTRY 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20) 


be with idle funds on hand and his net 
earnings on invested capital would be 
extremely meager. _ There is not an in- 
dustry that lends itself more logically 
to the temporary use of bank credit 
than canning. 

Chain Store Here to Stay 


“Jt is evident that things can not be- 
come much if any more complicated 
than they now are, as it would seem 
impossible to discover any further ave- 
nues through which canned food stocks 
can travel. Also there are probably few 
of these avenues of distribution that 
can or will be eliminated. Those seem- 
ingly the most likely to go are the job- 
ber and the independent retailer; but 
in neither case, probably, will the 
‘species’ ever become extinct. Although 
the chain store broker may be curbed 
and the chain store ‘regulated’ as the 
Standard Oil Company has been, with- 
out doubt the chain store has come to 
stay.” 


COMMISSIONS INCREASED 
IN TWO LARGE CENTERS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37) 
a resolution asking the plate glass de- 
partment of the National Bureau of 
Casualty & Surety Underwriters and the 
W. F. Moore Plate Glass Bureau to 
review the rate coverages and experi- 
ences in Chicago and Detroit so that 
appropriate action may be aken to meet 
the serious competiion of he companies 
no operating in New York state. 

The resolution declares that the non- 
conference and mutual companies are 
paying excessive commission, cutting 
rates and aggressively offering special 
and unsound forms of coverage to such 
an extent that the business is being lost 
to the conference companies. 


SOME RECENT SURETY 
DECISIONS ARE GIVEN 


Held that in a suit upon a bond of a 
depository of public funds, given under 
provisions of par. 51, Ch. 39, Code, ac- 
cepted and approved by the county 
court, a plea of non est factum is not 
maintainable, where the defense of the 
sureties on the bond is that it was upon 
lition that it was not to be delivered 
or to be binding upon them unless other 
sureties executed and signed it and 
bound themselves thereby, and who sub- 
sequently failed to sign and execute said 
bond, and that the plaintiff had notice 
of such conditional execution of said 
bond by the defendants and said con- 
dition never had been fulfilled—where 








cc 


by the court and placed on record, with- 


out execution thereof by such other 

sureties. State v. Picklesimer, Sup. Ct. 

of Appeals, W. Va. 
* a ~” 

Where a contract expressly provides 
that the appellant should pay all claims 
of the city against the principal con- 
tractor, held that the appellant was a 
surety and not liable as a principal for 
the payment of claims due third parties 
by the contractor. Citizens Nat'l Bk. of 
Appleton vs. Republic Casualty, Sup. Ct. 


is 


Arthur D. Kelley Advanced 


NEW YORK, June 1.—Arthur D. Kel- 
ley, for a number of years past assistant 
agency superintendent of the Fidelity & 
Casualty, has been promoted to be asso- 
Clate superintendent of agencies. He 
has been connected with the company 
for the past 28 years, serving first as 
Special agent in Newark, subsequently 
as manager of the Brooklyn branch, and 


o. assistant agency superintendent since 
911. 


Open Chicago Clinic 

Dr. Guy H. Jacobson, chief surgeon for 
the Chicago branch of the Ocean Acci- 
dent, has established his own clinic at 
555 Insurance Exchange. He will con- 
tinue as chief surgeon for the Ocean as 
well as extending his services to many 
other companies. 


MOTOR BUS INSURANCE 
DIFFICULT TO SECURE | 


PASSENGER HAZARD SEVERE 


Question Will Be Taken Up at the | 
Meeting of the American Auto- 
mobile Association 
| 





Undoubtedly at the meeting of the | 
motor bus division of the American | 
Automobile Association to be held in|} 
Philadelphia June 15-16, the question of | 
insurance will come up. Taxicabs and | 
motor busses have great difficulty in | 
getting liability insurance. The rates | 
quoted are always high. The taxicabs 
are particularly dangerous risks, because 
they are on the streets so much of the 
time and many drivers are careless. 
The passenger hazard in motor busses 
is the one of which the companies are 
particularly afraid. The pedestrian haz- 
ard is not so great. While drivers will 
cut in and cause more or less danger, 
most of the claims arise from injury to | 
passengers. There are some motor bus 
lines that pay special attention to the 
character of their drivers and who guard | 
the busses with every possible precau- | 
tion. Even at that companies are a 
] 





seeking this business. Many mutuals 
have already gone to smash on account 
of taxicab accidents. Many accidents to 
passengers occur in getting on and off. | 
There have been a number of claims 
due to passengers being hurt by the mo- | 
tor bus striking a rut and throwing pas- | 
sengers against the side of the car or | 
against the roof. The roof of most | 
busses is low. A number of accidents | 
have occurred where passengers were | 
holding their arms out of a window, sub- | 
jecting them to injury by passing cars. | 


Travelers’ Boston Office Moved 


The Boston branch office of the Trav- 
elers companies faced the tremendous | 
task last week end of moving its entire 
life, casualty and fire offices into its new 
building at 147-149 Milk street. The 335 
employes of this branch who went to 
work Monday morning passed by their 
cld entrance and entered the old Stone 
& Webster building a few doors below 
to find their desks and supplies ready 
for work as usual. The Travelers has 

4 21-year lease on the nine-story 
building recently vacated by Stone & 
Webster. The interior has been entirely 
rearranged and refitted. Modern con- 
veniences are provided and _ sufficient 
space is available so that the quarters 





will not only not be cramped but will 
allow of expansion for a few years to 
come. 

On the first floor of the new Travelers 
building wild be the main customers’ 
counter, extending the entire length of 
the building. In addition there will be a 
conference room for brokers and agents. 
The Travelers’ organization will utilize 
the entire building. 


MINIMUM PREMIUMS SET 
ON COMPENSATION RISKS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37) 
they can get a better return from their 
efforts on other lines. 
Not Many Affected 


Thus the agreement of its agents to 
the minimum announced by the Fidelity 
& Casualty is not surprising. At mod- 
ern wages it will take very few em- 
ployes to bring a risk above the mini- 
mum, so that actually the number 
affected will doubtless be small. 

The small risks, of course, have a 
stronger influence on the expense ratio 
than on the loss ratio. The high loss 
ratio on small risks reverses the usual 
experience. In most lines the small 
risks are the velvet, and only the cost 
of handling them keeps the companies 
and agents from seeking them more ac- 
tively. In compensation the same ex- 
cessive expense prevails, while the loss 





ratio is also high. 














Plate Glass Replacements 


AMERICAN GLASS Co. 
As Good As Its Name 


Maintaining Our High Standard of 
Service Through Untiring Efforts. 


Equipment and Facilities Unequaled. 





Serving the Best, Because We 
Understand Your Requirements. 





OUR INSPECTION DEPARTMENT IS AT YOUR SERVICE 


1030-42 NORTH BRANCH ST. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


TELEPHONE: MOHAWK 1100 :: ALL DEPARTMENTS 





W ith us, the spirit of our contract weighs 
heavier than the technical terms of the policy. 


Fun and aggressive co-operation with our 
agents. 


Correspondence solicited. 





GASUALAY GosRANTY 


JOSEPH W. WARD, President and General Manager 














“A SUBSTANTIAL AUTOMOBILE COMPANY WRITING ALL FORMS IN ONE POLICY” 


ILLINOIS MOTOR 
CASUALTY COMPANY 


SPRINGFIELD 
CAPITAL and SURPLUS $350,000.00 


Desirable Territory Open in Illinois 


CONSERVATIVE PROGRESSIVE DEPENDABLE 


J. L. PICKERING, President 


Please send me your interesting Agency Proposition. 


Name Address 
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C ASU ALTY 





BULKLEY MADE HEAD | 
OF NATIONAL BOARD 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 
don & James W. 


Globe; ochran, pres 











dent Fire Association; John H. Packard, 
United States manager London Assur- 
ance: C. A. Ludlum, vice-president 
Home, and Emil G. Pieper, pres t 
the Rhode Island. The tinuing 
me ers of the committee are W. M. 
opevyel 

I rnes B ‘ ° 
Norman T. Robertson, vice-pr t 
National Liberty: Victor Rot] 

cent oe curity : James Mars 





president Northern of New Yor 
tavus Remak, Jr., president St 
Fennsylvania; C. Shallcross, 





cantile Gayle T. Forbush, 

States manager of the Royal Exchange: 
W. Sargent, president New Hamp- 

F. W. Sargent, | 


resident 


shire Fire, and W. R. 
Boston. 


Hedge, | 


Had Large Attendance 





gathering was the 
the entire history of 
tion thus far, members 
section of the 


best attend 
the i 
being present 
country. J. B 
president of the Fireman’s 
the long journey from San 
order to be on hand. Non- 


Le vison, 
Fund, made 
te 


isco 1n 





bers of the board to whom the 
‘ourtesy of the floor was extended in- 
ided Commissioners J. A. Beha, New 


Yor k; Joseph Button, Virginia; C. D. 
Renson, Maryland, and H. P 
( 





onnecticut; also John B. cede, a 
rmer president of the National Board; 
A G. Martin, president Underwriters 
Sah Company; Frank L. Gardner, 





resident, and Walter H. 
ary-counsel, National Association of 
Insurance Agents; T. C. Moffatt far- 
merly president of the same organiza- 
tion, and W. E. Harrington, chairman 
of its executive committee; Charles W. 
Rambo, manager Railway Insurance 
‘he ciation; A. R. Small, vice-president 
"nderwriters Laboratories, Harry Aus- 
tin, manager fire branch of the American 
Foreign Insurance Association; J. San- 
derson Trump, secretary Philadelphia 
Fire Underwriters Association; R. 
Sweetland, secretary New England In- 
Exchange; Louis Weiderhold, 
Jr., secretary Underwriters Association 
of the Middle Department; Sumner 
Rhoades, secretary Eastern Underwrit- 
Association; Frank H. Wentworth, 
secretary National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation; W. F. Chase, secretary Sub- 
urban Association; E. H._ Sigison, 
secretary Buffalo Association; T. M. 
Marson, secretary United States Fire 
Companies Conference; Hugh Lewis, 
general manager Liverpool & London & 
Globe; Henry J. Tapscott, managing di- 
rector Century of Edinburgh; W. C. 
Walton, foreign fire superintendent Ndr- 
wich Union Fire, and A. J. Mankins, 
Commercial Union. 


| Bennett, sec- 
ret 


surance 


ers 


Coolidge Comments 


Numerous letters and telegrams were 
read from men eminent in various walks 
of life regretting their inability to be 
present at the gathering. Among the 
communications the subjoined received 
from President Coolidge addressed to 
President Kurth: “I greatly regret that 
it will be impossible for me to consider 
favorably the kind invitation which you 
extend on behalf to the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters. Its activities, 
vital and far reaching as they are, have 
become an integral part of our national 
life and an invaluable reserve against 
disaster. I trust your meeting will be 
in every way a success, and I ask that 
you will extend to your members my 
thanks and regrets that I cannot have 
this opportunity of meeting with them.” 
Before adjournment the board, upon the 
suggestion of Mr. Kurth, decided to send 
a word of cordial greeting to C. G. 
Smith, president of the Great American, 
who has been ill for some time past, and 
to E. G. Richards, J. Montgomery Hare, 
William B. Clark and E. C. Irwin, all 
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The feature of the gathering was 
the Idress « Presiden Kurtl whicl 
oved to be not only a clear portrayal 
of existing conditions in the business 
ind al nalysis r underlying 
causes it i suge oO meth 
wherel marked rovement < 
( de ‘ rht be tt 
sub} oO major concern dealt 
with by President Kurth in ‘his add ress 
wert n¢ r dical over] ling 
) e « s 10 oO rate making 
t ighou e country, and for 
change in loss adjusting and inspection 
practices Expressly disclaimi ng any 
idea of making the National Board a 
rate-making body, Mr. Kurth yet recom- 
mended that it should serve as_ the 
medium for co-ordinating the work of 
the various sectional rating institutions, 
ring these into harmony one _ with 
another and removing thereby the very 


criticism now frequently - heard of 
in charges imposed upon 
essentially the same hazard 


different 


just 
the discrepancy 
. 2 _ - 
risks of 
and protection in 


1e country. 


sections ot 


Suggestion Is Approved 











' 


Mr. Kurth’s suggestions in this di- 
rection met instant and complete ap- | 
proval from the Boa we members and 

ll be referred to the incoming execu- 
tive ¢ oO I t into ope ration 
Similarly his view 1 respect to a 
thorough overha ulit g of adjusting prac 
tices were fully endorsed, and the com- 
mittee on sinnakias may now pr 
ceed with its reformative program, con 

ious that it v have the cordia i 
port of the great majority of 
companies of the country in making it 





effectiv: 

Board's Outstanding Achievements 
1ents of the Na- 
the past fiscal year, 
reduction in the classification 
the actuarial committee, 
\ ormed directly by Harold M. 
Hess under the general supervision of 
1€ actuarial committee; the vigor with 
which arsonists have been prosecuted 
and the growing support accorded the 
underwriters in the pursuit of the crim- 
inally minded by municipal and_ state 
officers; the initiation of a compre- 
hensive program by the committee on 
public relations, and an extension of 
the work of the committee on construc- 
tion of buildings in cooperating with 
municipalities in the preparation § of 
proper building codes, and generally in 


Outstanding achieven 
tional Board in 
were the 
ot losses by 


suggesting means for reducing the prop- 
erty fire loss of the country. 
That company executives are at last | 


determined to about a change 
in the present high ratio was at- 
tested by the complete assent given 
President Kurth’s recommendation that 
the existing method of rate-making be 
drastically overhauled and _ tariffs im- 
posed that will at least enable the com- 
panies to break even on their under- 
writing operations, and permit the pay- 
ment of a reasonable profit upon the 
invested capital. 


bring 


loss 


Has Splendid Record 


Mr. Bulkley, the new president of the 
National Board, like his immediate pre- 
decessor. in office, is a comparatively 
young man, with a record of successful 
attainment which augers well for his 
future. He has been a close student of 
fire underwriting and its related prob- 
lems and his steady advancement in the 
business evidences that he has put his 
knowledge to good account. As chair- 


man of the executive committee of the 
National Board for the past vear, he 
has come into close contact with Prest- 


dent Kurth and is in hearty accord with 


the progressive policies of the latter. 
Mr. Bulkley was secretary of the Na- 


tional Board from 1918 to 1920 inclusive. 
The machinery of the National Board 
is working with a precision § never 


previously known. Its administrative 
staff from General Manager W. E. 
Mallalieu down has been carefully se- 
lected and each member is unusually 
well aualified for his particular task. The 
organization, moreover, has a_ larger 


report 





vision of its possibilities for service than 
at any previous time. 


Advantages of Offer 


The report of the executive commit- 
tee given by Chairman George G. Bulk- 
ley reviewed the outstanding events ot 
the past year. Mr. Bulkley pointed out 
as one of the splendid services of the 
National Board, its recent offer of its 
engineering services for reconstruction 
work in the flooded Mississippi valley, 
especially for the rehabilitation of water, 
fire department and fire alarm systems, 
as well as in connection with housing 
conditions. The offer of these engineer- 
ing resources has been accepted by the 
President of the United States, Through 
the utilization of the engineering facili- 
ties of the fire insurance organization, 
together with those of the National 
Board, a very competent service will be 
available to begin operation following 
the recession of the flood. Apart from 
humanitarian this service will 
be of immeasurable value to the member- 








aspects 


ship of the board, according to Mr. 
Bulkley. 
Increase in Loss Reports 

The report of the actuarial bureau 
committee showed that in 1926 there was 
an increase of 10.6 per cent in the 
number of loss reports filed with the 
bureau over the number received in 


1925, the total of reports filed in 1926 


being 1,028,990. The past four months 
show a decrease of 4.6 per cent below 
the same period of last year. The 


actual fire loss reported to the bureau 
in 1926 is not yet known accurately but 


it is closely estimated at $448,438,899. 
The committee presented the following 
table showing the property loss caused 
by fires in the past ten years as reported 
to the bureau: 
Reports 
teceived Loss 
678,000 231,628,040 10.9 
581,829 22 
588,013 4 
10.6 
denieaines 1, 2.2 
2.5 
odd telecine 1.9 
1, 0.2 





*Estimated 
Reduction in Classifications 


committee also | 
the number of 


The actuarial bureau 
took up reduction in 
classifications. Following approval of 
the recommendations of the bureau by 
the National Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners, the present classifica- 
tion numbering 164 classes, will be re- 
duced to 28 classes effective Jan. 1, 
1928. The support of this action by 
the respective states requiring classi- 
fication data will enable the bureau to 
for its members directly. The 
new National Board classification does 
not preclude its members from keeping 
individual company classifications in as 
much greater detail as they may desire 
if kept in such manner as will permit 
consolidation into the 28 classes adopted. 


Effect Better Adjustments 


The committee on adjustments quoted 


the resolution adopted at the meeting | 


of the executive committee in March 
to the effect that “This committee be | 
authorized to engage the services of a 
competent man in loss adjustment cir- 
cles, to be under the direction of the 
general manager who shall make a com- 
plete survey and analysis of the adjust- 
ment situation in the United States, 
with recommendations, to the end that 
eventually one organization would be 
formed, under the control of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, to bring | 
about the proper handling of loss ad- 
justment throughout the country.” The 
committee reported that it has engaged 
the services of Harvey W. Russ, at 
present assistant general 
the General Adjustment Bureau. Mr. 
Russ is to start with the National Board | 
on June 1 and will at once begin a 
survey of adjustment conditions through- 
out the country, beginning in New 
York City. The committee reported | 


that it was confident that the investi- 
gators of the National Board, whose 


manager of 


work has revealed some startling sityg. 


tions, would be even more effective 
when operating under Mr. Russ ang 
clothed with the authority of the reso. 


lution. 
Adjustment Standard Recommended 
The committee on adjus ments sug. 
gested that the incoming comm1 ttee suc. 
ceeding it should subcom. 
mittee of at least five of the outstanding 
general adjus ters of the country 


appoit it a 





purpose of selecting a standar 
adopted by the entire a nal 
membership, which will s 

of apportionment in all cases, 


ing 


ing controversies 
companies and 


unnecesse 
annoying to 
1 

public, 


Progress Against Incendiarism 








The committee on incendiarism and 
arson reported thi while the moral 
hazard was perhaps just as prominent 
in the last 12 months as in any year 
since 1920, there are nevertheless def. 
nite evidences of progress in the cam. 
paign against incendiarism. In the year 
just passed, local authorities on their 
own initiative have investigated more 
incendiary losses than in any year for 
which we have reliable statistics. More 
arrests for arson were made by 


authorities and more convictio1 
by them than in any other 
past decade. Over the entire 
there has been a distinct | 
campaign to strengthe: hten the 
laws defining arson and malicious burp- 
ing. There is a growing dispositi 
the part of juries to convict in all er 
inal cases, including arson, where 
sufficient to justify a 





and 


and 





on on 





ev idence is 











aic oI guilty, and sentences in con- 
victions for arson during the past 
have been heavier on the average 
in any other year since the operation 


under its 
arson 


ot the committee 
Decisions on are sustained 
in an increasing number on appeal to 
the higher court. The record for the 
first three months of i927 is most en- 
couraging. 

pho 


present plan. 
cases 


Approves Flue Linings 


The committee on construction of 
buildings reported that the standard 
ordinance for chimney construction was 
unexpectedly delayed and the work pro- 





longed for a year by the investigation 
into the serviceability of flue linings, 
ithe use of which has been advocated 


by the building code for 20 years. In- 


tensive study convinced the committee 
that the fire clav flue linings are a 
necessary part of all chimneys having 


walls. The ordinance has 
been revised and printed. 


| thin masonrv 
now 


Promoted Building Codes 


The report recounted the committee’s 
cooperation in movements intended to 
establish special basic building codes 
in various states er groups of cities 
including the Ohio state building code, 
uniform building code for Pacific coast 
| cities, Florida state code and the uniform 
| building code for three counties in New 
Jersey. The committee also rendered 
| assistance to numerous cities endeavor- 
|ing to adopt anti-wooden shingle ordi- 
nances and cooperated with other organ- 
| izations under the leadership of the New 
| York Board in the successful campaign 
| against wooden shingles in that citv. 

Progress in Public Relations 


The committee on public relations 
said that progress has been made in the 
| past year. Fire prevention has been the 
| principal theme of public utterances for 
| several years past, although other phases 
| of the business have occasionally been 

described, but the committee intends to 
| dwell more freely upon the _ business 
aspects of the institution in the future 
| without curtailing the fire prevention 
|and fire protection publicity. The com- 
| mittee reported that it had studied means 
|of constructively establishing better re- 

lations with the insuring public, includ 
ling a proposal for a countrywide 

advertising campaign, but had come t 
\the conclusion that such a proposal is 

not warranted until the committee has 
| exhausted the possibilities of the sug 
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MICHIGAN 
INDIANA 
ILLINOIS 
KANSAS 

MISSOURI 

PENNSYLVANIA 


We want some live wire organ- 
izers to train salesmen in our 
monthly premium paying Accident 
and Health Department, in above 
States. High grade proposition to 
men who can deliver. Write at 
































B. F. VOGEL& CO. 


ESTABLISHED 1922 
Payroll Audits 





The ‘‘Central West’’ 


still has some desirable territory open in 


NOCOMPANY | ATI ILLINOIS MARYLAND NEBRASKA _ 
ry stot | INDIANA MICHIGAN PENNSYLVANIA 
Drawer 422 South’ Bend, Ind. | IOWA MINNESOTA OHIO 
: KENTUCKY — MISSOURI WISCONSIN 


The Company would like to have an opportunity to tell 
you how it serves its policyholders and agents. 


Write for full information. 















Bonded Auditors 
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Michigan 


Illinois 
Indiana 
lowa Wisconsin 
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4943 N. Hoyne Ave. Tel. Edgewater 1764 | 
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CENTRAL WEST CASUALTY COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE o<: VEFFERSON AVE. EAST 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Surplus to Policyholders, 
December 31, 1926, $1,375,069.61 
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OF ILLINOIS 


This Company Writes Plate Glass Insurance Exclusively 


Write for Attractive Sole Agency Contract in Your Territory 


HOME OFFICE: 
CHICAGO 
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A Progressive 
Surety and Casualty Company 























Telling the World! 


Contrary to disquieting rumors, extravagant newspaper stories 
and misleading photos in the press, New Orleans is absolutely 
free from Mississippi River Flood water. 


Due to unusually high stage of river and consequent danger to 
levees above and below New Orleans, some of our people have 
been unduly alarmed, but decision of Mississippi River Commis- 
sion to cut levee twelve miles below New Orleans has removed all 
if} danger to city and business, and all other activities here are mov- 
ing along in normal manner. 


New Orleans never has been flooded by Mississippi River and in 
our judgment never will be. 


Union Invemnizy Company 


NEW ORLEANS 
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PROVIDENT BUILDING 


Accident and Health 
Premium Income 


$3,373,489.00 


GAIN OVER 1926 
$822,922.46 


The PROVIDENT 
writes 


Commercial, Monthly 
Premium and Railroad 
Installment Accident and 
Health Insurance 


Specialist in Group Acci- 
dent and Health Insurance 


Ordinary Life Insurance 


General Agency Openings 
in 


Oregon 
lowa 
Michigan 
Oklahoma 
Ohio 


Washington 
Minnesota 
Wiseonsin 
Kansas 
Illinois 


Write today for particu- 
lars about our liberal 
agency contracts. 


FRPROVIDENT LIFE 


and ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


0 Chattanooga. Tenn 
1887 soatum vear 1927 











Conference upon which the next year’s 
program will be based. 


Utilize Insurance People 


The committee arrived at this con- 
clusion because the plan advocated by 
the Insurance Advertising Conference 
involves little outlay and is predicated 
unon the theory that insurance people 


can put the message across if they are | great total was tangible wealth, 


aroused to it and are given the proper 
ammunition. The plan contemplates 
reaching the personnel of companies 
and organizations in order that the edu- 
cational work may start at the proper 
source. This will form a groundwork 
for more extensive effort in the inter- 
esting of field forces. By enlisting all 
the forces within the fire insurance busi- 
ness, thousands of public contacts will 
be created to pave the way 
ultimate problem of sharing the story 
directly to the public. To secure the 
support of agents and through them to 
encourage a friendly attitude on the part 
of local newspapers, the committee con- 
templates offering to supply agents with 
advertising copy for their own use free 
of charge and the committee will en- 
deavor to obtain the cooperation of the 
agents in securing the publication of 
helpful news items relating to the state- 
ment. 


Map Expense Is Higher 
The committee on maps reported that 


| 624 as the fire loss for 1926. 


| litigation 


year there was an unusual amount of 
involving the business gen- 
erally. 


Wastes Productive Effort 


The committee on statistics and origin 
of fires quoted an estimate of $560,548,- 
The com- 
mittee report says: “When it is consid- 
ered that by far the largest part of this 
the re- 
sult of productive effort, values created 
by the labor of our people—homes, fac- 
tories, machinery, furniture—which can 
be re-created only by the output of labor 
and expense which otherwise could be 
utilized in the production of new values, 


| we should realize that far from being 
| a subject of interest to our membership, 


the cost of maps had mounted in recent | 


years, due partly to increased cost of 
material and labor and partly to the 
growth of cities and towns necessitat- 
ing new maps or a larger number of 
sheets. The committee reported that 
under the loose leaf system adopted by 
the Sanborn Map Company, the maps 
should survive much longer than under 
the old bound method and should help to 
reduce the cost. 


Reports on Financial Condition 
The committee on finance reported 
that disbursements for the fiscal year 
aggregated $454,566, leaving a balance 
on hand of $78,736 in the general fund. 
Reports were also given on the receipts 
and disbursements of the various com- 


mittees as well as receipts and disburse- | 


ments of several salvage corps and fire 
patrol and other accounts. 


It was esti- | 


mated by the committee that the net fire | 


premium receipts of board members for 
1926 available for assessment were ap- 
proximately $620,000,000 and the com- 
mittee recommended an assessment of 
one-twelfth of 1 percent upon such pre- 
miums, yielding approximately $517,000. 
The committee also recommended 
assessments of 1/30 of 1 percent for the 
committee on laws and 1/20 of 1 percent 
for the committee on incendiarism and 
arson, but stated that the assessment for 
the actuarial bureau committee is levied 
at the close of the calendar year and in 
view of the present balance no assess- 
ment is made at this time. 


Little Inimical Legislation 


The committee on laws in its report 
stated that notwithstanding the large 
number of bills introduced in various 
legislatures this year, no serious damage 
was done to the insurance business by 
the enactment of inimical legislation with 
the possible exception of Louisiana, 
where a commission was created to take 
over much of the supervision heretofore 
vested in the secretary of state, who was 
ex-officio insurance commissioner. This 
legislation was not carefully drafted with 
the result that there is much ambiguity 
and confusion in connection with it. The 
committee attributed the generally favor- 
able results in part to the constructive 
and educative work of the companies 
and in part to the apparent and rapid 
strides made for a betterment of under- 
writing practices. The committee re- 
ported that efforts toward legislative re- 
lief were not as productive of results as 
desired, many desirable measures having 
failed to pass. Only moderate success 
attended the effort to influence the re- 
peal or amendment of unwise and unfair 
bills and progressive legislation is not 
keeping pace with the needs of the busi- 
ness. The committee stated that last 





. | most 
for the | 


it is and should be a matter of the ut- 
national concern.” 


Changes in Membership 


The committee on membership stated 
that there are now 214 member com- 
panies. In the course of the past fiscal 
vear the following companies were 
elected: Central Fire of Baltimore, 
Franklin National of New York, Home- 
stead Fire, Iroquois Fire of Illinois, 
Presidential Fire & Marine of Chicago 
and Sylvania of Philadelphia. The com- 
panies resigned were: Assurance of 
America, Atwood Fire, Consolidated of 
London, Osaka Marine & Fire and 
Sterling Fire of Indianapolis. 


NEW YORK AGENTS WANT 
POOL ON'FARM BUSINESS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7) 
respect to the Firemen’s group in this 
resolution: 

“In view of the statement of the Na- 
tional executive committee setting forth 
the evidence presented, we concur in the 
f indings of said committee, that the Fire- 
men’s Insurance Company and the Gir- 
ard Fire & Marine Insurance Company 
are intentionally and continuous > in 
violation of one of the principles of the 
National Association namely appointing 
financial institutions their officers or em- 
ployes as company representatives in 
competition with established agencies; 
and the Northwestern National Insur- 
ance Company to be intentionally and 
continuously in violation of one of the 
principles, namely, agents ownership of 
expirations, and that each of these com- 
panies falls within the scope of the Mil- 
waukee resolution. 

“We deprecate the acts of the above 
mentioned companies as set forth in the 
statement of the National Association 
executive committee and reaffirm the 
principles contained in the membership 
agreement of the by-laws of this associ- 
ation, where it is provided, among other 
things that its members owe allegiance 
to those companies whose loyalty to its 
principles is unquestioned.” 


New Directors Named 


The following board of directors was 
elected to serve during the year: 

Gilbert T. Amsden, Rochester; C. J. 
Ayres, Saranac Lake; Eugene A. Beach, 
Syracuse; Albert Dodge, Buffalo; A. C. 
Edwards, Sayville; Frank L. Gardner, 
Poughkeepsie; F. L. Greeno, Rochester; 
W. W. Heppell, Dunkirk; T. J. Maxcey, 
Elmira; Frederick G. Noxsel, Buffalo; 
A. G. Wallace, Goshen; E. Paul Schae- 
fer, Mt. Kisco; E. W. Couper, Bing- 
hamton; Richard Cary, Niagara Falls; 
J. Gordon Smith, Rome; A. Mat- 
thews, Watertown; Lawrence T. Gilroy, 
Utica; E. V. Multeneaux, Albany. 


Show Confidence in Insurance 


Norman R. Moray, vice-president and 
general manager of the Hartford Acci- 
dent & Indemnity, said that in 1926 the 
public furnished insurance companies 
approximately $4,500,000,000, not for 
something tangible to be delivered im- 
mediately, but for a promise to be ful- 
filled in the future. He declared that 
this showed great confidence in the in- 
surance business and that the people 
who are held in such high esteem by 
the public should conduct themselves as 
to be worthy, for if they do anything to 
disturb that confidence they are cutting 
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away the very foundation of the _Wwhole 
business. He said this money is eo}. 
lected for three purposes: to pay losses 
or fulfill the promises to the public, to 


pay the cost of the functions of the 
home office in carrying out the promises 
and in other services included, ang 


finally for the services rendered to the 
public by the vast army of agents. 
Must Not Discriminate 


He said that the companies and va- 
rious bureaus determine the loss cost of 
insurance, and that the home officers are 
unfaithful to the trust imposed on them 
by the public if they make rates for 
competitive reasons or to accommodate 
favored agents. By the same token 
those agents are unfaithful to the trust 
imposed on them by the public when 
they attempt to coerce the companies 


into deviating from the correct rate. Cut. 
ting of rates for some favored assured 
means that it will be necessary to take 
some of the money entrusted to the 
companies by the balance of the public 


for the purpose of making a donation to 
this other assured who has not paid his 
full proportion. 
Agent Determines Commission 

Mr. Moray declared that likewise the 
agent is the best judge 
of the insurance income 
to perform his funct He is the best 
judge of the service the publi Cc expects 
“ge the best judge as to what th public 
is willing to pay for such services. He 
said that if the right to 
coerce the company into deviating from 

hat it knows to be an adequate 
for its function, then tl 
not coerce the agent in accepting less 
remuneration than will enable him to 
carry out his function or to grant any 
agent greater remuneration th t 
which is adequate, as that greater re- 
muneration must be taken from 
the other subdivisions of the 
dollar which is pre 
than adequate. 
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New General Agents Announced 

NEW YORK, June 
agency appointments for all of the cas- 
ualty lines of the New York Indemnity 
are announced as follows: A. C. De- 
Macarty, New Bedford, Mass.: Albert B. 
Allen, Greenfield, Mass.; Saxs and Laiks, 
Passaic, N. J., and the Sowell Insurance 
Agency, Birmingham, Ala. 

The following will represent the com- 
pany, both for its casualty and surety 
branches: Charles A. Appleby, Wash- 
ington, D. C., and Louis Van Orman & 
Co., Portland, Ore. The Butler Arendes 
Insurance Agency has been given the 
general agency at St. Louis for surety 
business only, 





tecent general 


Sues for Return of Bonds 


COLUMBUS, O., June 1—The Republic 
Casualty of Pittsburgh has filed suit to 
compel the Ohio department to return to 
it bonds to the value of $73,300. The 
plaintiff alleges that the bonds held by 
the department are a part of an amount 
of $200,000 in bonds deposited with the 
department in 1915 by the Republic Cas- 
ualty of Cleveland, which was later 
taken over by the Pittsburgh company. 


Casualty Notes 


Havelock C. Boyle & Co., Tacoma, 
Wash., have been appointed general 
agents for the Indemnity of North 
America. 

The Federal Land Value of Reno, 
Nev., and the Hardware Mutual Casualty 
of Stevens Point, Wis., have been li- 
censed in Utah. 

Governor Fields of Kentucky has 
named Charles Gorman of Louisville as 
labor representative on the workmen's 
compensation board of that state. 


Cc. B. Morcom, vice-president of the 
Aetna Life, spent several days in Tulsa, 
Okla., with the company agents, the 
Pearce-Porter Martin Company. He was 
accompanied by D. G. Stone, secretary. 

Due to the growth of their business 
in Iowa, the Ocean Accident and the 
Columbia Gaguaiey have increased their 
office space in the Insurance Exchange 
building at Des Moines four-fold. 

F. H. Ohme, well known insurance 
man at Spokane, Wash., has purchased 
a half interest in the Deatherage Insur- 
ange Agency, which is general agent 
for the Federal Casualty, and the firm 
will hereafter be known as Deatherage- 
Ohme Agency, specializing in accident 
and health insurance. 
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NEEDN’T COVER MOTORISTS 
WHO DRIVE WHILE DRUNK 


BOSTON,:° June 1.—No _ insurance 
company will be required to insure, or 
to continue the insurance policy for, any 
motor vehicle owner in 
who has been proved to have operated 
his car during the year while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor, accord- 
ing to a decision handed down this week 
by the state board of appeal under the 
new compulsory automobile liability act. 

The Liberty Mutual cancelled the 
policy of George M. 
Newton Upper Falls and the latter ap- 
pealed. The board found that McLaugh- 
lin figured in an accident May 2 at Need- 
ham when he sideswiped a tree and 
crashed into another. He was not ar- 
rested but had to be treated at a hospital. 





A man who assisted McLaughlin from | 


his car and saw the accident, and the 
hospital physician testified to the smell 
of liquor and to the fact that McLaugh- 
lin was apparently drunk. 





WANTED 


A thoroughly qualified and ex- 
perienced man to fill the position of 
controller with an active, growing 
insurance company in Texas. 


Must be about forty years of age with 
extensive insurance accounting experience; 
a capable executive, know how to handle 
employes and cvuoperate with fellow execu- 
tives. To the right man full control of 
accounting will be given, and compensation 
arranged commensurate with ability. Ad- 
dress B-S Care The National Underwriter. 








CASUALTY SPECIAL AGENT 
HIGH CLASS CASUALTY MAN, 
NOW OPERATING OWN AGENCY, 
desires field position. Preferably in states 
of Ohio or Indiana. Best of references can 
be supplied as to character and ability. Ad- 
dress B-1, Care The National Underwriter. 








POSITION WANTED 


Manager Bonding Department reliable gen- 
eral agency in West or Mid-West. Fiye 
years experience fidelity and surety busi- 
ness. Former Assistant Branch Manager 
large surety company. Can show good rec- 
ord. Age 3. Married. Address B-3, Care 
The National Underwriter. 








Massachusetts | 


McLaughlin of | 


| ST. LOUIS SUIT SHOWS NEW 
| FIELD FOR PUBLIC LIABILITY 


Two suits for a total of $22,500 filed 
in St. Louis against six members of the 
Normandy High School Parent-Teach- 
ers Association by Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Speichler, revealed the need for cover- 
ing the public liability assumed by or- 
ganizations and individuals that rent, 
lease or use public grounds or buildings 
for a short period. 

The suits’ are based on injuries al- 
leged to have been suffered by Mrs. 
Speichler when she fell down a 4-foot 
embankment while leaving the high 
| school grounds the night of Jan. 15, 1926, 
after attending a party conducted under 
the auspices of the Parent-Teachers As- 
sociation. Mrs. Speichler sustained in- 
| ternal injuries which caused her to un- 
dergo hospital treatment for two 
months. She asks $15,000 damages 
while her husband wants $7,500 for loss 
of her services and companionship and 
| for medical bills. 
| Jt is claimed that the grounds were 
poorly lighted, which caused Mrs. 
Speichler to fall down the embankment. 








New York Indemnity Shows Gain 
NEW YORK, June 1.—Though re- 


| stricting its acceptance of workmen’s 
compensation risks, following in that 
respect the example of practically every 
other casualty company, the New York 
Indemnity continues to seek aggressively 
the more desirable classes of casualty 
and surety business and is doing this 
very successfully. Its premium income 
shows a marked gain since the begim- 
ning of the present year. What is of 
much greater consequence, the increase 
is on the lines that are held generally 
in high regard, while it is holding down 
rigidly its acceptance of the less de- 
sirable classes. The New York Indem- 
nity is building along solid lines and 
promises in the course of a few years 
to rank well up among the leaders in 
the business. 








Bill on Land Value Companies 


House bill No. 615 in the Illinois legis- 
lature, declaring land value insurance 
| companies to be casualty companies and 
| bringing them under the supervision of 
the insurance department, has been rec- 
ommended for passage. 











$1,000 Accident Coverage with Every Automobile Policy 
AT NO EXTRA COST! 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SALESMEN 
IN FORTY-SEVEN STATES 


North American Accident Insurance Co. 


209 South La Salle Street, CHICAGO 
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TRAVELERS ANNOUNCES MEN 
WHO HEAD LEADERS’ CLUBS 


The Travelers announces that 262 rep- 
resentatives of that company, including 
the national and district officers of the 
five Leaders Clubs and those who quali- 
fied as honorary members of the Presi- 
dent’s Club, will attend the officers con- 
vention in Quebec, June 28-30. 

W. G. Thayer Shedd of 55 John 
street, New York, will lead the biggest 
delegation to the convention as presi- 
dent of the 1926 Life Leaders Club. The 
delegation will include nine national 
vice-presidents and 98 district vice- 
presidents. William S. Faber of Detroit 
is president of the Group Leaders Club, 
with 21 officers attending the Quebec 
meeting. 

Thomas M. Tobin of Yonkers, N. Y., 
heads the Accident Leaders Club, with 
65 men qualifying as officers. J. Watson 
Keath of Hartford is president of the 
automobile delegation, with 25 officers, 
and Llewellyn Powel of Schenectady, N. 
Y., is president of the Burglary Leaders 
Club. There were 16 men who quali- 
fied in two or more clubs. 


Linville With Eagle Indemnity 


E. M. Linville, former president of the 
New York Indemnity, has become 


su- 
perintendent of agents of the Eagle In- 
demnity of New York. Following his 


resignation from the New York Indem- 
nity, Mr. Linville became connected 
with Marsh & McLennan in their New 
York office, giving his attention to busi- 
ness production. 


Thieman Spoke at Bloomington 


Leo. E. Thieman of the Casualty In- 
formation Clearing House, addressed 
the Bloomington, IIl., Association of In- 
surance Agents this week on “The Mo- 
tor Club and the Insurance Business.” 
Mr. Thieman declared that a motor club 
has its proper sphere, which is a good 
one. Its membership, however, he said, 
which should include every insurance 
man, ought not to allow it to be com- 
mercialized by any one individual who 
may defeat the purpose for which it was 
formed. Mr. Thieman has given much 
attention to the subject. 


S. H. Story Promoted 


S. H. Story has been appointed North 
Carolina branch manager of the Na- 
tional Surety and is now in charge of 
the branch office in Greensboro, N. C., 
succeeding H. P. Bloodworth, who re- 
signed to become connected with the 
general agency in that city. Mr. Story 
entered the service of the company in 
1923 as a salesman in the fraud bond 
department and was soon promoted to 
district sales managership for North 
Carolina. For the past year he has been 
doing special 


agency service in North 
Carolina. Mr. Story will also maintain 
a service office at Greensboro for the 


New York Indemnity. 


Advocates Compulsory Insurance 


DENVER, June 1.—Strongly advocat- 
ing the passing of laws that would com- 
pel motorists to carry liability insur- 
ance was recommended by Chief of Po- 
lice H. D. Harper of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., who addressed the opening of the 
Colorado Municipal League at its con- 
vention in Denver recently. Not only 
did the chief astonish his audience with 
the approval of compulsory liability in- 
surance, but he flayed the Colorado leg- 
islature for its failure to pass proper 
traffic regulations. 


Insurance Men to Speak 


SHEBOYGAN, WIS., June 1—At the 
third annual Fox River Valley Safety 
Conference, to be held here June 14, E. A. 
Robinson, district manager, engineering 
department, American Mutual Liability, 
will speak on “Unusual Accidents That 
Can Happen in a Woodworking Plant.” 
R. E. Vernor, manager fire prevention 
department, Western Actuarial Bureau, 
Chicago, will speak on “Fire, a Menace 
That Never Sleeps.” 


F. & C. Sioux City Meeting 


Local agents of the Fidelity & Cas- 


| ualty in the vicinity of Sioux City, Ia., 











held a conference last week in that city. 
J. H. Belden, resident manager at St. 
Louis, was in charge. 





CONSOLIDATION MOVE 
INCLUDES SEVEN STATEs 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., June 1.—Ter. 
ritorial consolidations have been made 
by Northwestern Casualty & Surety of 
Milwaukee whereby the upper part of 
Illinois, with the exception of Cook 
county, and Minnesota, North and South 
Dakota, Michigan, Iowa, and Nebraska 
are now under the Milwaukee office, 
which is in charge of W. G. Konig, res. 
ident vice-president. The consolidation 
is in line with the policy of the com. 
pany to service these states to the best 
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advantage. The offices in Chicago, 
Omaha and Minneapolis have been 
closed. 

F. W. Alexander, who was branch 


manager at Omaha, is now associate 
manager at Milwaukee, and Charles D 
Winter is assistant manager. O. A. 
Wicker, who was manager at Minnea- 
polis, has been made a district man- 
ager at Minneapolis and will continue 
to have his headquarters there. Hart 
Reaves, who has been manager of the 
Chicago claim department, will con- 
tinue in charge of the claim division in 
Chicago and will settle claims for Il- 
linois, lower Michigan and the eastern 
part of Iowa. 

Mr. Konig has been manager of the 
Milwaukee office since March 19, 1926, 
He has been in the insurance business 
since 1900 and is one of the original 
stockholders of the Union Indemnity, 
having been manager of the home office 
surety department for five years and 
then manager of one of its. branch 
offices. 


Opens Richmond Branch Office 


The Commercial Casualty of Newark 
has opened a branch office in Richmond, 
Va., in charge of William F. McMechen, 
with territory embracing the states of 
Virginia and Carolina. Mr. McMechen 
comes to the company from the Atlantic 
Surety of Raleigh, for which he was 
agency director for several years. He 
was previously with the Fidelity & Cas- 
ualty and the United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty in that state. 

A. Harrison Saunders, formerly with 
the Godbold-Saunders Company agency 
in Richmond, will be general agent i: 
that city. 


Plans of Patent Company 


Announcement is made that the Na- 
tional Patent Security Corporation, Chi- 
cago, which began writing business last 
December, is purely a sales organization, 
and does not carry any of the liability 
directly. 

The company issues contracts which in 
effect are guaranteed patent opinions 
Should a patent or device covered be- 
come involved in litigation the company 


pays the cost of litigation up to the 
face value of the contract ($5,000 mini- 
mum, $100,000 maximum), and if dam- 


ages are awarded the company is liable 
for sums to the face of the contract. 
Liability under the contracts is carried 
by Chicago Lloyds and London Lloyds. 

The company is incorporated under the 
laws of Delaware and writes in Illinois 
and, under informal permission, in New 
York. It expects to open a branch office 
in Detroit soon. Officers of the company 
are Robert E. Kenyon, president; Els- 
worth Keith, Haskell S. Rhett, vice-pres- 
idents; Benjamin M. Anderson, treasurer. 
Mr. Kenyon and Mr. Anderson occupy 
similar positions with the Associated 
Underwriters, managing organization of 
Chicago Lloyds. 


Death of Walter Sweet 


Walter I. Sweet, for the past eight 
years an inspector for the General Acci- 
dent in Indiana, making headquarters in 
the office of State Agent W. E. Barton at 
Indianapolis, died suddenly last Satur- 
day morning of heart failure at his 
home. He was well known and had 
many friends throughout the state. Be- 
fore going to Indiana he had been con- 
nected with the New York office of the 
company. His widow and a daughter, % 
student in the Indiana State University, 
survive him. 


The Employers Indemnity has e 
licensed in Canada to write employer 
liability business. 
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HY is the total expense of conducting 
the Fire Insurance business compa red to 


only part of the expense of other businesses? 


If comparison can be fairly made, 
must be recognized that our published ex- 
pense ratio is comparable to the combined 
manufacturing, wholesaling and retailing 
charges in producing industries. But these 
combined expenses are not generally known 
in other trades and, therefore, the unfair- 


ness of the comparison. 


Do we apologize for the methods em- 
ployed in our business, or do we offer the 
correct explanation in response to inquiries 
from outside the business? 





INSURANCE COMPANY 


Newark, N. J. 


| No. 9 of a Series 








XUM 


